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. Tas , the fo ollowing pages 
was born October. 12, 17 575 was 
educated, at Harrow School: be- 
came a member of Clare-hall in 


Ta &4# oY 


was Pe a Fellow of. chat 80- 
ciety in 1779. In 1782 he re- 
ceived the degree of Master of 
Arts: and vacated his Fellowship 
by marriage in 1786. In 1788 

he became a resident minister 


of the Parizhes c of Milcham and 


a 3 PFrans- 


vi TO THE READER. 

Fransham in Norfolk; which si- 
tuation he changed in 1793 for 
the adjoining parish of Litcham 
and Lexham. He died January 
318t 1795, after a short illness, in 
the 38th year of his age. 

It may be imagined, perhaps by 
many, that a life, of which such 
was the outline, must have been 
as useless and insipid, as it was 
Short and retired. Not such, how- 
ever, will be the judgment of 
those whom experience or obser- 
vation may have taught more 
justly to appreciate the character 
of an exemplary parish priest. 


| Such will be aware, that to consti- 
— : tute 


10 THE READ. e 
tute that eharueter, there must be 


an unlon of learning and modesey; 
of spirit and of patienoe; that 
a marked detestation of vice must 
be made consistent with unabated 
charity for the offender; that 
the conduct of the man trust ne- 
ver be at variance with the pre- 
cepts of the preacher ; that te- 
tleness; faith be made manifesr by 
works; and zeal be directed by 
| knowledge. 

Whoever, indeed, can estimate 
the advantages which result to 904 
ciety from the exertions of a man 
xt one ouſficiently dignified and 


a 4 con- 


* 
47 


W 10 TEE READER.  * 


conciliating to“ reprove, rebuke, 
Hand exhort with all long-suffer- 
<. ing; and doctrine;” who can 
vin over the rich to temperance 
and charity; and the poor to ho- 
nest industry and contentment : 
above all, whoever reflects on the 
blessedness of turning but one 
sinner from the error of his ways 
unto righteousness, will admit, that 
when the conscientious discharge 
of such duties is chosen by any 5 
one as the basis on which to build 
his character, his labours (albeit 
hidden in the deepest retirement) 
are still directed to an end not 
unworthy the commendation of 
| | 00 
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the wisest men, or the gratitude 
ef the bes. nn 
The following discourses con- 
stitute the principle labours of 
their author in his ministry. The. 
species of merit, on which their 
editor founds his hope of their 
being well received by the pub- 
lic, is their plainness: and it was 
with a reference to this quality 
that he has intimated in the title 
page the auditors to whom they 
were delivered. The reader is re- 
quested to carry this in his recol- 
lection while he peruses them: 
because it accounts for, and gives 
a value to, their great simplicity 
Wivzl of 


* TO THE READER. 


of eomposition, and unornament- 
ed language; and is, at the same 
time, à mark of the carefulness 
with which their author accotn- 
modated himself to the duties of 
his situation. How far he was 
zurcessful in this branch of his 
Christian duty, the publication 
of them will enable many to 
judge; bow well his conduct 
accorded with his precepts can 
be known only within the limits 
of a less extended circle. Not 
a few, however, can bear testi- 
 mony to a temper unruffled by 
accidents, and a cheerfulness 
which never degenerated into 
| levity 


TO THE READER. xt 
levity: to much learning, and 
2 sedulity: to striet self-regi- 

to à judgement which 
pra discern frailties, and a ca- 
dour which failed not to exte- 
nuate them: to affability which 
encouraged” the reserved, and 
decorum which» represset the 
forward: to kindness in general 
intercourse, and warmth in par- 


ticular friendship: to active cha- 
rity and unwearied zeal for the 
relief of the temporal and spiritual 
wants of all around him. The 
few who knew him still more 
intimately witnessed the exact 
fulfilment of the duties of a Son, 

9 a Brother, 


xii TO. THE READER. 

2 Brother, an Husband, and a 
Father: and cannot plead | .the 
want, of an example of . that 
more extended Charity which 
25 sceketh ot her non, and 
*. thinketh no eyil:“ - of . that 
more exalted Wisdom, which 
+; whoso findeth, findeth Life.“ 


7 ' 
of * " „ #F wy "4 „ «A . *%,-Y * w- 0 e 

. P = 

. * j 4 4 _ „% „ . # 


Advertisement. 
Tis early and sudden death; of 
the writer of these sermons 
makes it certain that they were 
not prepared, or indeed intend- 
ed, by him, for publication. 
They are the discourses he 
preached in the execution of 
his parochial duty. It is possi- 
ble therefore that they may con- 
tain passages taken from other 
writers, and which are unac- 
knowledged. The editor knows 
not that they are liable to this 
censure : wherever his own re- 
collection 

6 


xv © ADVERTISEMENT. 


collection has enabled him to 
make such a discovery, he has 
Pointed it out: if more such in- 
ztances are to be found (he trusts 
they are not) he begs the blame 
may rest with him, not with the 
deceazed writer, who. certainly 
never intended to have made 
this use of chem. In fact, the 


setmons as he found them, by 
zome of the neighbouring ſtiends 


of the deceazed; who having 


witnessed the good effects they 
produced in the parishes in which 
they were delivered, wished to 


give them a more extended cis- | 
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editor was urged to publich the 


ADVERTISEMENT, xv 


One topic which he urged with 
great earnestness and success, was 
a frequent attendance on the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper. 
Of his discourses on this subject 
but one will be found in this col- 
lection; because, in his life-time, 
he digested the others into the 
form of a pamphlet, which he 
published ; and which was pro- 
ductive of very beneficial effects 
in his neighbourhood, as well by 
removing the scruples of the 
fearful, as by awakening the at- 
tention of the negligent, and 
informing the minds of the unin- 
ew 
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ST. Jams ii. 26. 


A. the body without the gpirit is dead, 4e 
faith without Cod works is dead alto. | 


Trrus tlic 8. | | 

en te 

will that tbon affirm conistantly, that they 

which bave believed in God, might be careful 

10 maintain good works, © 
From the fire rie of cltidtianity down to'SE 2M. 
this present time, there has always existed 
a set of designing or deluded men, calling 
the doctrine ol faith in opposition to that of 
good works; who have imagined, or pre- 

Vol. I. B tended 


— 


| . s On the Necerzity 


$E RM. tended to imagine, that a belief in the life, 

1. death, and resurrection of our Saviour, and 

| in the miraculous circumstances which ac- 

Eompanied each, would exempt them from 

the practice of the moral virtues, and leave 

them to the free indulgence of their lawless 

and unruly passions. 

This dectrine of theirs they have grounded 

on certain selected passages of scripture, 

which they have explained in such a manner, 

as to make them contradict all the rest of ir. 

They tell us of the frequent and vehement 

asxertions of St. Paul, * of jutification by 

the free grace of God,” and © of being saved 

by faith alone,” and * by faith without the 
works of the law;” and these expressions 
they so interpret as to make them counter- 
act the whole design of religion. Salvation, | 
Say they, is the free gift of God; it is not of | 

debt but of grace; it is not bestowed in con- 
vequence of any actions of ours, bus gra- f 
tuitausly given through God's boundless ; 


mercy z 


12772 


Y3 


J good Works. 
mercy; a lively faith in the merits of our 8 RRR. 
Redeemer is alone requlsite on our parts; 1. 
what we do is out of the question; we have 
but firmly to believe; and we ſhall be entitled 
to an inheritance of life eternal. 


propose in this discourse to endeavour 
to overthrow this pernicious opinion, first, 
by explaining what learned men have in ge- 
neral agreed to be the real meaning of the 
pasages which appear to make for it: se- 
condly, by laying before you some strong 
and clear quotations from the scriptures, in 
which the virtues of a good life are insisted 
on as indispensably necessary to salvation; 
and lastly, by proving, from common sense 
and reason, the absurdity of expecting the 
favour of God and the rewards of Heaven 
on any other terms than by adding to sound 
taith good works. 

And first, I will explain what learned men 
have, in general, agreed to be the real mean- 
ing of the passages, which are brought in 

B 2 Support 


4 


On the Necessity 


sER M. support of the opinion, that faith alone, un- 


accompanied by good works, is n 


unto salvation. 


It is very evident chat: when St. Paul 
makes use of .the words election, vocation, 
adoption, justification, and some others of 
the like tenor, he does not always apply 
them to the final judgment; that is, he does 
not always mean that those who are elected, 
called, adopted, or justified, have. already ob- 
tained, or ſhall certainly obtain, the king- 
dom of God. Recolle& to whom his epistles 
were addressed, to those who had once been 
heathens, who had worſhipped gods of wood 
and stone, or men frail and wicked as them- 
elves, and who had no certain rule to live 
by, and scarce knew the difference between 


virtue and vice; but who had now embraced 


the christian religion, had become acquainted 


with the knowledge, which that inculcated, and 


entitled to the rewards, which that held forth. 
This acquisition of the laws, and this title 
4 to 


of good Works. 3 
to the bless ings of the gospel, thus bestowed 8E RM; 
on the heathens, the Apostle calls their “ be- 
ing elected, adopted, justified; and these 


ul privileges he affirms them to have obtained 
n. without previous good works, but merely by 
of the free grace of God, on their only believ- 
ly ing in the truth of the religion which he had 
es sent down. Whenever then St. Paul talks of 
d, justification without works, he always means 
b- this first justification, men being made chris- 


tians; but this is a very different thing from 
final justification at the laſt day, to which | 
holiness, virtue, good . are r 7 
sably necessary. | 
As to the — ctwo 
out the works of the law, it sometimes means 
without an observance of the rites and cere- 
monies of the law of Moses, which soma 
early chriſtians insisted' to be requisite; hut, 
; with respect to the moral part of that law, 
our Saviour and his apostles constantly de- 
ng 229342 B 3 | J a clare 
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„ ee NINE come to — but 
to fulfil it. | | 
Wich these two keys I believe that every 


passage of scripture, which seems to favour 


the idea of the sufficiency of faith alone to 


salvation, may be otherwise explained; and 
I leave to every candid person to determine 
whether that interpretation, which makes a 
good book consistent with itself, is not to be 
preferred before that, which makes it at ya- 

And this brings me to what I proposed in 
che second place, to lay before you some 
strong and clear quotations from the scrip- 
ture, in which the virtues of a good life are 
insisted on as indispensably necessary to sal- 
vation. And here so many passages, to this 
purpose, press themselves upon me, that the 
only difficulty is to select and arrange them. 
The forerunner of. our Saviour, John the 


Baptiſt, is described as opening the way for 
the gospel, by preaching repentance and re- 


mission 


N 


. , eee 


„ . 3 0 


J good Works. 
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mission of sins, that is, by preaching tliat EAM. 


men ſhould be forgiven on sorrow' for past 
wickedness, and amendment in future. Our 
Saviour also began his ministry by preaching 
repentance: from that time began Jesus 
to preach and to say, repent, for the king- 
dom of heaven is at hand. Or as St. Mark 
in the parallel passage expresses it, “ the 
time is fulfilled, the kingdom of God is at 
hand, repent ye and believe in the gopel.” 
Not only believing but forsaking of sin, and 
turning to a life of virtue, was required by 
him of his disciples. In his sermon on the 
mount he particularly insists on the practice 
of a variety of good qualities, and in one 
verse commands us to be exemplary, and 
even conspicuous, in the exercise of them in 
general; © let your light 0 ſhine before men, 
chat they may tee your good works, and glo- 
rify your Father, which is in heaven.“ In the 
same excellent discourse he tells his hearers, 
that except their righteousness, that is, their 

; B 4 practice 


I, 


* 
| men 
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practice of what is right, shall exceed the 
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharigees, 
they shall in no case enter into the kingdom 
of . heaven. "And: still more to my present 
purpose, he expressly declares, that not every 
one who shall say unto him © Lord, Lord, 
Shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but 
he only that doeth the will of his father; as if 
he had said, Not they, who only proſess them 
selves to be christians, and who believe and 
own me to be their master, but they who 
do. what I teach ſhall obtain salvation. Nay, 
he goes still further, and tells them that 
though they shall have even performed mi- 
racks in his name, yet if they have been dis- 


obedięent to his will, and lived wickedly, be 


| nt for. his son; those, 


hall, at che great day of judgment, reply to 
their; claims of acquaintance and favqur, 1 
never knew you, depart from. ne: n 
work iniquity.“ 5 

vou uin the . of ths king, 


who 
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sorts: first, those who were asked and did 
the gospel proposed to them and did not em- 
brace; it: secondly, those who came, but had 
not on a wedding garment, chose who had 
faith in Jesus, believing him to be the Christ, 
but were not new clad wath a true repentance 
were invited and had on the wedding gar- 
ment; those who. both believed the goapel, 
and practised the precepts which it enjoins. 
Here you. may observe, that belief -withouz 
practice is equally condemned with unbelief: 
Bind him, says the king, speaking of the guest 
without a wedding garment, hand and ſoat, 
and take him; away, and; caſt him into outer 


ing of teeth, They only were allowed to 


remain at the. feat, to sit down in the king- 
dom of heaven, who both attended ta the in- 
vitation of the king and carne properly. pre- 
| mk 
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s ERM. pared ; who both acknowledged Chriſt to be 


I. the Son of God; and followed that course of 
YI ; 


For the Son of Man shall come in the glory 
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life which he pointed out. It is likewise very 
worthy of your notice, that in all the places 
where our Saviour speaks of the day of judge- 
ment, the sentence follows on doing or not 
doing, without any mention of Jelieving. In 
the fifth chapter of St. John are these words, 
* the hour is coming, in the which all that are 
in their graves shall hear my voice, and shall 
come forth, they that have done good, unto: 
the resurrection of life, and they that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” 
In the seventh chapter of St, Matthew, speak- 


ing of the same day, he says, © depart from me 


ye workers of iniquity.” In the thirteenth, 
te the Son of Man shall send forth his angels, 
and they shall gather out of his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which db ini- 
quity, and shall caſt them into a furnace of 
fire.” And again in the sixteenth chapter: 


of 
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a ono eee , 
wall reward every man EPI * 


works.“ a 
This eee Wen 


ner of proceeding in all the other places of 


scripture where our Lord speaks of the last 
day; acceptance or condemnation are con- 
atantly annexed to doing or not doing, with- 
out any notice of believing: let me not, how- 
ever, be misunderstood. I do not mean that 
faith in Christ is unnecessary; on the contrary, 
in those who have the gospel proposed to 
them it is absolutely necessary, but that faith 
which shews itself in a good life, is alone a 

faith unto salvation. 
What doth it profit a man (saith St. James) 
though he say he hath faith and hath not 
works; can faith save him? Faith without 
works is dead, being alone; by works faith is 
made perfect. As the body without the spi- 
tit is dead, so faith without works is dead 
abo. To conclude this head, it is evident be- 
| yond 


1 — 


AM. yond all dispute, from the whole tenor of the 
o enptures, that purity of conddct, as well a 


sed. But lastly, even if the scriptures had not 


On the Necessity 


firmness of belief, is absolutely essential to en · 
title us to a place in the mans ions of the bles- 


spoken so expressly, the absurdity of expect- 
ing the favour of God, and the rewards of 
Heaven, an any other terms than by adding 


0 a sound faith, good works, is evident from 


common sense and reason. God, it is uni- 


versally agreed, possesses in the most per- 


feet degree the attributes of purity and holi- 
ness; is it then at all credible that a being of 
this kind should send down, and reveal to his, 
creatures, a religion which should let loose 
the reins to every corrupt passion, and autho- 
rize them in the indulgence of every evil in- 
clination-? which should hold forth to them 
che promise of eternal happiness on the sole 
condition of yielding their aſſent to some few 
points of faith, but should leave them under 
the sarne slavish submission to their lusts in 
ber which 
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every suggestion of sense and reason cries 
out against it. For consider whither such a 
position would carry us! Religion only aims 
to regulate our belief: very well; I firmly 
credit all which it requires of me, and on this 
ground I look for the rewards which it pro- 
mises, let my practice be what it may; I will 
only take care not to subject myself to the 
punishment of human laws, and I will be as 
wicked as interest invites or impels me, fear- 
less on this account of any aſter reckoning 
in ſuturity. Am 1 avaricious? I will take 
every. opportunity of defrauding my neigh- 
bour of his property. Am I ceyengeful ? 
neither the reputation nor the person of him 
who has accidentally injured me, or whose 
interest interferes with mine, shall be sacred 
from my attacks. Am I sensual? Let my 
friend bewafe of me; I will seduce from him 


the affections of his wiſe, or I will rob him 
of the innocence of his child; for so long as 


I am 


which it found them? It is not credible 38 EAN. 
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SERM. I am a believer, I can commit all these ettor- 
1.  mities unchecked ot undisturbed by my con- 


science. Honour and honesty may here be 
alledged as restraints upon ine; with some 
men I grant they would, but with fat the ma- 
jority they will be found feeble ties against 
the allurements of passion, supported by the 
hopes of impunity. Vou see then into what 
absurdities the idea of the sufficiency of faith 
without works leads; you perceive what a 
world this would be, ee 


universally prevalent. 
Let us not then separate those two friends 


which agree so well together, religion and 
morality ; let us not content ourselves with 
taking up the shield of faith, but let us put 
on, at the same time, the whole armour of 
righteousness ; it is that alone which can em- 
power us to withstand the assaults and be vic- 
torious over the malice of our grand adver- 
sary; it is that alone which can enable us to 


appear with decent confidence before the tri- 
| 9 | bunal 


of good. Works. . - 
bunal of our judge and Saviour. They wor- $E RM. 


ship God best who resemble him most; let 
us then not only believe what he has re- 
vealed, but let us practise what he has com- 
manded; let us endeavour to be like him in 
purity and goodness; let us conduct all which 
relates to ourselves with decency and pro- 
priety; all which concerns our fellow crea- 
tures with justice and benevolence; let us 
possess our own vessels with sanctification 
and honour, and do unto others, as we would 
they should do unto us. 
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SERMON II. 


ON STRIVING TO ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM 


' OF HEAVEN, 


ST. Luk xiii. 24. 

Strive to enter in at the 5trait gate: for many, 
Jay unto you, will cee to enter in, and 
Shall not be able. | 


Fax the greater number of people appear SERM. 
to be in a middle state between virtue and II- 

' Weg 
vice ; they are neither entirely good nor en- 
tirely wicked; whenever they think on the ʒub- 
ject, they will own that there are such places 
as heaven and hell, and that they shall be re- 
warded or punished after their death, according 
as they shall have behaved themselves while 
Vor. I. C ' they 


On striving to enter into 


SE RAM. they were in this world: but they shew suf 


II. 


ficiently by their actions, that their belief is 
not firm and steady, otherwise they would 
not content themselves with seeking, with 
using some faint endeavours to gain the king · 
dom of Heaven, but would strive, would ex- 
ert all their might to acquite that invaluable 
prize. | | 

I propose, in this discourse, to point out to 
you, first, some of those persons who may 
be said to seek the kingdom of heaven, but 
who only seeking it shall not attain it; I pro- 
pose, secondly, to shew what is meant by 
striving to gain the kingdom of heaven; and 
I propose, lastly, to bring forward the weighty 


_ motives by which we are-urged to be amongst 


those who strive. 1 1 591 
The first and lowest example, which 1 shall 
mention, of persons who seek the kingdom 
of Heaven, is that of those who content 
themselves with desires and wishes only; 
who think at timcy, what a delightful circum- 


the Kingdm of Heaven. 


stance it would be to enjoy everlasting hap- SERM. 


piness ; and what a dreadful circumstance it 
would be, to be doomed to everlasting tot- 
ments, and at those moments will call out 
« Lord, Lord,” but who will not deny them 
selves in any one instance, or stir one single 
step besides. 

Can people of this description really ex- 
pect that their wishes will be answered? 
I am sure they cannot reason by what they 
see passing on earth. Will wishing for any 
thing which is valuable be sufficient to ob- 
tain it here? Will wishes clothe a man, 
will wishes feed him, will wishes enable him 
to provide for his family? Can I, by de- 
siring it only, become learned, rich, or re- 
spectable ? No,—I must add to my de- 
sires, endeavours; I must exert myself; 
I must study or I must labour, and that 
not slightly, or now and then, but vigorously 
and without remission, or my desires will 
avail me nothing. And is it possible I can 

C 2 for- 
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SERM. for "a moment flatter myself, that when it 


SW requires so much pains to gain any earthly 


good, I shall be advanced to everlasting 
joys in heaven without any pains at all! 
The thing speaks for itself. 8 
But perhaps people, who content them- 
selves with desires only, buoy themselves 
up with some general notions of the good- 
ness and mercy of God; that God is mer- 


ciful, is certain, but he is likewise just; he 


forgives sins, but not merely because we 
wish it; it is necessary that we pray heartily 
for his forgiveness, that we are Sincerely 
Sorry that we have done amiss, that we re- 
solve steadily to do so no more, and that 


ve keep our resolutions : these are the 


terms, the only terms of acceptance, as he 
has repeatedly declared in the holy scrip- 
tures. Both reason and scripture therefore 
join to assure us, that they, who build their 


| expectation of heaven merely on their 
wishes, build on no foundation. | 


A second 


the Kingdom of Hegwen. 
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A second description of persons that IS ERNI. 


Shall notice, who may be said to seek the 
kingdom of heaven, are those whose endea- 
vours are only exerted by fits and starts; 
who, on reading any good book, hearing 
any awakening discourse, or on having some 
serious thoughts suggested to them by 
God's holy spirit, are for awhile religious 
and virtuous, but in time of temptation 
fall away; they are unable to resist the $0- 
licitations of vicious companions, or the en- 
ticements of desires, to which they have been 
used heretofore to yield; their righteous- 
ness is like the early cloud and the morning 
dew; it so soon passes away. It is indeed 


| preferable to uninterrupted wickedness, be- 


cause it gives ground to hope that it may 
by degrees become more steady; but in it- 
self it is of no avail; he who possesses it, 
can only be said to seek, not to strive after 
the kingdom of heaven, and has therefore 
no grounds from scripture to flatter himself 

C4 with 
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SERM. with success. When a righteons man 
II. ; cc 


wn hf turneth away from his righteousness, 


« and committeth iniquity, and dieth in 
de it, all his righteousness shall be counted 
« as nothing: for his iniquity that he hath 
ct done, shall he die.” 

In the third set of persons, who come 
within the meaning of the text, of seeking 
and not striving, we may reckon those, who 
have discarded all their frailties and sins ex- 
cept one, and who flatter themselves that 
their good behaviour in all other particulars 
will atone for a single deficiency. But they 


will find themselves miserably deceived : 


either the kingdom of heaven is, or is not 
an object worthy of being contended for; 
if it is not, Jet us drop all concern about 
it; let us cat, drink, and be merry; let us 


make ourselves as happy as we can in this 


world, without any thought of futurity ; 
but if the kingdom of heaven be (as indeed 


it is) of the most consummate and inex- 


pPressible 
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prexsible importance, if it be worthy that s ER Rr. 


we should consider every earthly good as 


engross our affections ; every thing elbe 
ought to yield to it, for it is very certain 


that one single preference of an earthly 
good, if habitually indulged, will take away 
all chance of attaining heaven. Whogo- | 
« ever shall keep the whole law (says St. 


10 James) and yet offend in one point, he 


« is guilty of all,” he is guilty of giv- 


ing a preference to his lusts in one parti- 


cular instatice- over his duty, of setting an 


higher esteem upon things present than 
things future, and therefore he must ex- 
pect to reap the fruits of his absurdity in 
being deprived of that reward, to which his 
conduct in other respects, were it not for 


this one deficiency, would entitle him. * 


have heard of a person contending in a 
race for a prize of vast importance, who 
C 4 was 


3 
less than nothing in comparison of 1 it that 
alone surely ought to oceupy our care and 
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SERM. was prevented from winning it by turning 


II. 


wt 


out of the way to pick up some golden 


balls, which were from time to time thrown 


down by the competitor for that purpose; 
precisely similar is the folly of these petsons 
who suffer themselves to be diverted from 
attaining the glorious prize of heaven, by 
the riches, honours, or pleasures of this 
world, which the adversary of our souls is 
ever taking occasion to display before us. 
Having given you these instances of per- 
sons who only seek to gain the kingdom of 


| heaven, and who will therefore fail of the 
| Prize ; shall now set before you che cha- 


racter and conduct of one who strives, and 
who striving will be Sure to obtain. Such an 
one, in the first place, does not content him- 
self with bare wishes, as he well knows that 
he may profess them in common with the 
most abandoned of mankind; for however 
profligate a man may chuse to be in this 
world, he would certainly desire rather to be 


happy 


the Kingdom of Heaven. 
happy than miserable in the next; though he SER. 


may prefer the pleasures of vice, he would 
clearly wish for the rewards of virtue; though 
he cannot prevail on himself to live the liſe 
of the righteous, he would indubitably be re- 
Joiced to die his death. One who is in ear- 
nest then with respect to obtaining heaven, 
knows that to wish for it alone would be of 
no service to him. Another thing also, of 
which he is sensible, is, that to be devout by 
fits and starts only, will not answer his pur- 
pose; his exertions to please God (which 
can only be done by piety towards him, kind- 
ness towards men, and by temperance, so- 
briety, - and chastity, in his own conduct) 


must be constant and unremitted ; he does 


not then put on these virtues only at particu- 
lar times, and on particular occasions, but 
makes them habitual to him; he renders 
himself so completely master of them, that 
they pervade, they make a part of his whole 
behaviour: another particular also, which he 

knows 
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SERM. knows to be necessary, and therefore strives 


II. 


to attain is, not merely to be obedient to 
a part of God's commands, but to them all; 


he knows, that though the Almighty will 


take up with our impetfect obedience, if our 
endeavours are sincere, yet that he will by 


no means suffer us to live in the willing 


breach of any one of his commands. Life 
and death, God and the world, are before us ; 
we must make our choice between them; if 
we are resolved to indulge ourselves in any 
one known sin, we plainly shew that there 
is something which we prefer to God, and 
we must take the consequences of our folly. 
He who strives to obtain the kingdom of 
heaven, may, and probably will, sometimes 
fall, but he must not fall willingly ; he must 
exert himself against temptation; he must 
recover himself as soon as possible; he must 
be grieved and humbled by his frailty; and 
he must use every effort to keep himself 
more steady for the time to come. The 

: man 
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earth to be cultivated and its fruits produced, 
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man who strives for the kingdom of heaven $ERM., 


will, besides, never think that he is good 


degrees of perfection, Let it not be thought, 
by the command which is laid upon us to 
strive after the kingdom of heaven, that it 
is meant that we should pay no regard to 
the concerns of this world ; on the contrary, 


God expects from us a diligent perform- 


ance of our duties towards each other, as 


well as of our duty to him: now this cannot 
be done without an attention to worldly con- 
cerns, How shall a father provide for his 
family without applying to his particular 
profession, or working at his particular call- 
ing? How shall the greater part of man- 
kind get even a subsistence, if they do not 
exert themselves in some kind, either of 
study or labour? without this, they must, 
generally speaking, either starve, or be a 
burthen upon their neighbours, How is the 


* 


II. 
A 
enough ; he will be still aspiring at higher 
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Nane if it were unlawful to attend at all to worldly 
business, and what would become of the hu- 
man race if this were neglected? Besides, 
the dangers of idleness are great, and it is 
impossible that the immediate duties of re- 
hgion can take up our whole time; it is 
therefore as clearly a part of our duty to 
follow some honest method of getting a live- 
hood, and to follow it with diligence, as it 
is the first part to pray to, to praise, and to 
offer up our thanks to God. 

But it is time for me to pass to the third 
ching I proposed, which is, to shew the 
weighty motives by which we are urged to 
be in the number of those that strive. To 
this a few words will be sufficient. 


6G: 9 * 


These motives are no less than the good ; 
or bad condition in which we shall be in, p 
from the time that we die, to all eternity, N 
according as we are among this number, or 1 
are not. 0 


The hour is coming, in the which all who 
are 
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are in their graves shall hear the voice of the SERM. 


Son of God, and shall come forth; they that 
have done good, that is, they who have strove 
to gain heaven, unto the resurrection of life, 


and they who have done evil, that is, they 


who have not strove, unto the resurrection 
of damnation. | 

Let us frequently dwell upon this mag- 
nificent and awful spectacle; let us repre- 
sent to our minds the alarming trumpet of 
the archangel, by which we shall be awakened 
from our graves, and the summons which we 
Shall receive to stand before the judgement 
seat of Christ: let us suppose him seated on 
a lofty thront, surrounded by myriads of an- 
gels, and clothed with that splendor and ma- 
jesty with which he was seen by Peter, James, 
and John, at his transfiguration, and again by 
those chosen disciples, who were present at 
his ascension into heaven: let us think of 


che grand scene of all the nations of the 


earth gathered before him, and the tremen- 
| dous 


WY 
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sERM. dous decision about to take place, as to the 


final and everlasting condition of each indi- 
vidual. Let me appeal to your consciences, 
what hopes do they give you? I address my- 
self to every one of you here present: Has 
thy conduct been such as to entitle thee to 
look for that transporting sentence, Well 
done thou good and faithful servant, enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord?” Or hast 
thou not reason to apprehend the sound of 
these words (of all that can be uttered the 
most dreadful), © Depart from me thou 
cursed, into everlaſting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels?” If thou shrinkest with 
terror at this inquisition; if thou canst not 
bear thus to have thy conscience probed; if 
thou buoyeſt up thyself with some such con- 
solation as this, * though my hopes are no- 
thing now, I intend to repent and live better 
before I die, alas! how miserably dost thou 
deceive thyself! Attend to what I tell thee; 
. almoxt all the wicked, who have gone before 
248! | thee, 
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thee, comforted themselves in the same false SERM. 


manner, but they never thought. the hour of 
reformation arrived; they were still for de- 
laying it yet a little while longer, and were 
finally cut off with all their imperfections 
on their head. What gross folly is this! 
How soon does this world pass away, and 
how quickly does even the very remembrance 
of us perish; whereas to that which is to 
come there is no end! Let us think of these 
things; let us recollect that the kingdom 
of God is not to be got by seeking only; and 
when we remember of what infinite import- 


* ance it is to us not to come short of it, let 


us resolve, and let us be steady to our reso- 
lutions, to be in the number of those who 
strive. 
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SERMON III. 


THE DANGERS OF RICHES AND POVERTY. 
AGUR'S PRAYER, 
— 
Proverss xxx. 8, 9. 
Give me neither poverty nor riches ; feed me 
with food convenient for me, lest I be full, 
and deny thee, and gay, who is the Lord? 


or lext I be poor and teal and take the name 
of my God in vain ] 


Tas celebrated prayer of Agur is doubt- R RN. 


less the dictate of true wisdom : the expe- III. 
WW 


rience of all ages has determined that it is 
the middle station of life which is most 
favourable both to virtue and to happiness, | 
and consequently, if we had the power of 
Vor. I. D deciding 


* 
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$ERM. deciding for ourselves, it is on this middle 
III. tate that every prudent man would fix his 
| 


choice. 


But as our conditions are allotted to us 
by a greater power than we can control, as 
it is not easy for those in the higher ranks 
to put off their greatness, and to descend 
from their elevation; and as it ts still more 


difficult for the lower ranks to ascend, a 


great part of mankind must necessarily pass 
their days in one extreme or the other; it 
may therefore be useful for us to enquire 
what are the principal temptations to vice, 
to which cach are liable; and what the im- 
pediments to happiness, which each-throws in 
our way. | 

« Give me not riches,” says Agur in his 
petition to the Almighty, © lest abundance 
incite me to deny thee, and to say, who is 
the Lord? Give me not poverty, lest J 
be driven by want to acts of dishonesty, 
and to murmurs against thee and thy pro- 


Riches au Poverty. 
vidence.” Agur therefore builds his prayer SER NM. 
for mediocrity, on the opposite dangers to III. 
which riches and poverty are exposed. I. 
will examine into the truth of these dan- 
gers, and if- I find them really to exist, 


will endeavour to suggest some considera- 
tions and arguments „ 
counteract them. 

And first, it is inferred that riches be- 
get self. sufficiency, a fancied independence, 
and a denial or forgetfulness of God. The 
inference receives but too much confirma- 
tion from experience. The eminence to 
which the rich man is exalted aboye his 
fellows, the obsequiousness and flattery 
which greatness procures, and the appa- 
rent state of independance, which it creates, 
are dangerous adversaries to virtue: he 
who imagines that .he feels no immediate 
want of the divine bounty, or of the assist- 
ance of his brethren, is too ready to ascribe 
his prosperity -to his own deverts, is too 
D 2 apt 
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SERM, apt to forget, if not to disown his Creator, 


III. 


and to act as if he had no connection at 
all with his fellow- creature My own 
ce power (will he say in his heart) and the 
ce might of mine own hand have gotten me 
« this wealth; I am under no obligations 
« for my grandeur to any one; 1. think 
ce myself therefore entirely unaccountable 
« for my conduct, and shall order it alto- 
« gether according to my own good plea- 
« zure. *© How hardly (says our Saviour) 
« $hall they that have riches enter into the 
te kingdom of God!” He well knew the 
temptations to which wealth exposed its 
possessors, and the great resolution which 
was required to withstand them. | 
Nor, to speak in general, are riches less 
prejudicial to happiness than they are to 
virtue, If there be any such thing as hap- 


piness in this world, it must arise from 


religion, and the exercise of the social affec- 


| tions; he therefore, who is entirely ab- 


sorbed 
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sorbed in self (which the wealthy man s E RM. 


too frequently is) who keeps up no inter- 
course with his God by prayer and thanks- 
giving, and enters into no reciprocation of 
kindnesses with his fellow- creatures, must 
necessarily be unhappy : two of the chief, 
the essential requisites to felieity, are want- 
ing, a Wen ne pe: mn affec- 
tions. e I 
_ Having explained, thus re the dan- 
gers of riches, I now proceed'to inquire what 
are the chief preservatives against them; by 
what mode of thinking and acting a rich man 
may be both virtuous and happy. Let him 
then, in the first place, remember that all 
which he possesses was giden to him; that 
his superiority of station implies no superi- 
ority of merit, for that worldly presperity 
is dispensed . indifferently to the wicked and 
the foolish, as well as to the virtuous and the 
wise. (When I say that what the rich man 
n was given to him, I express myselſ 
D 3 incau- 


III. 
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SE R M. incautiously ; it was not given, it was only 
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lent, and a-strict account will one day take 
place into the manner in which he has made 
use of it; if he has not employed his super- 
fluous wealth to the glory of God, and to 
the good of men, it will only have served to 
purchase for him the greater condemnation), 
Let him .recolleet also, that though it may 
be easier for him to procure it, yet, that in 
fact, he has as much need of the assistance 
of the poor man, as the poor man has of 
his: let him call to mind, that they are both 
composed of the same materials; subject 
to the same weaknesses, and infirmities ; and 


are alike hastening to one common grave: 


that the distinction between them is but mo- 
mentary ; and that death will effectually de- 
stroy it. Add to this, that the same omni- 
potent hand which has bestowed riches, can 


in a moment, by 2 variety of unforeseen, 


and apparently impossible ways, withdraw 
them; the same power which has raised us to 


grandeur, 
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grandeur, can in an instant, when all appears s ERM. 
outwardly calm and flattering, prostrate us III. 


in the dust. Of the truth of this, the his- 
tory of every age presents numerous ex- 
amples, nor are our own times deficient: let 
us turn our eyes, for a moment, to those 
bloody scenes which have lately been acted, 
and are still, perhaps, acting in a neighbour- 
ing kingdom; how many opulent nobles, 
whose situations, not many months ago, 
promised as much security as this world can 
afford, have suddenly and miserably perish- 
ed? I enter not into the queſtion, whether 
they have fallen a sacrifice to the justice, or 
to the madness of the people; I inquire not 
whether their fate was merited; I only con- 
tend that they fell anexpeFedly ; that but a 
very short time before, they had as much 
reason to plume themselves on their opu- 
lence, and on its stability, as any other great 
man can” have; and that they are therefore 


Da Strong 
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sE RM. strong instances of the nothingness of riches, 
11. 


and the uncertainty of human grandeur. 

But still farther ; without depriving us of 
our lives, without taking from us our pos- 
sessions, without divesting us of our out- 
ward greatness, by the infliction of some 
painful disease on our bodies, or by the in- 


fusion of some corroding anxiety into our 


minds, God can entirely take from us all en- 
joyment of the most exalted situation. If 
considerations of this kind allay the pride 
and self: sufficiency of the great man; if they 
keep awake in him the fecollection of his 
dependance, and incite in his mind a grate- 
ful sense of his Maker's bounty, and an ar- 
dent desire to be serviceable to those of the 
zame nature with himself; and if he act 


uniformly in consequence, his riches will in- 


deed be blesgings ; he may then indeed turn 
them to advantage, and not only enjoy all 
the n which this world is capable of 
afford- 


0 affording, but will lay up for himself, a never s ERM. 
failing source of it, everlasting a N 
f in that which is to come, 


- I am now to ber dhe dangers which are 
- incident to poverty, and to zuggest some con- 


e siderations by which they may be avoided. 
— Give me not poverty, says Agur, lest I 
Ir should be driven to acts of dishonesty, and 


|= be tempted to repine and murmur at the 
If dispensations of Providence; for such, in 
le this place, seems to be the meaning of taking 
F - the name of God in vain, In estimating 
is the peculiar and characteristic vices of 
abundance, and of want; those of the for- 


8 mer, as I have before observed, are self. suf- 
Ic ficiency and presumption ; those of the lat- 
ct ter, I am now to shew, are dishonesty and 
1- discontent. God forbid, however, that I 
rn should mean to say that these vices adhere 
ill  yniversally to the poor, any more than that 
of those, in all instances, belong to the rich; for 
1 if chis were the case, it were in vain to ex- 
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e Dangers of | 
hort you to guard against them; I only 
mean that the poor are, from their situation, 
peculiarly liable to temptations to them; that 
being informed. to what attacks they are prin- 
cipally open, they may bend every faculty of 
their minds to repel them. 8 
It is certain that the life of those in the 


lowest ranks is subject to many hardships 


themselves and their families: when they 


and miseries, from which their more opulent 
brethren are exempt; they are condemned 
to be spectators of luxuries, which they can 
never hope to partake ; to submit sometimes 
to oppressions which they cannot resist; to 
labour incessantly to procure a scanty pit- 
tance, which, in all cases, is barley sufficient, 
and in some, totally insufficient to maintain 


ask themselves how they came to be $0 un- 
favourably situated, they can give no account 
of it; from their birth they have been 


doomed to a life of drudgery, before they 


could possibly have done any thing to de- 
| Serve 
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gerve it; some of them are perhaps con- SERM. 


scious of possessing virtues and abilities, 
which might have qualified them to act with 
applause in an higher sphere, while they per- 
ceive, in many instances, wealth and great- 
ness bestowed on the foolish and wicked. These 
circumstances, I say, not unnaturally, pre- 
Sent temptations to discontent and dishones- 
ty, and too frequently prevail: the lower 
classes of people are too apt to repine and 
murmur against Providence, for having placed 
too desirous of improving their condition 
at the expence of their integrity. I would 
wish then to suggest some arguments, which 
may operate as preservatives from these 
two vices. In the first place, they are nei- 
cher of them likely to be of any service; 
neither of them calculated to answer the 
proposed end. Wich respect to discontent, 
it always augments the evil with which we 
are oppressed, be it what it will; it adds to 

it 


III. 


© The Dangers of © 
$ERM- it its own bitterness, and takes up in an 


useless and unavailing manner that time in 


which we might have learnt to be superior 


to our afflictions. With respect to disho- 


nesty, it may indeed afford some relief tb 
poverty, but it will be rather in appearance 


than in effect; at best it will only be tem- 
porary. What is gained by fraud, is usu- 
ally wasted : in extravagance ; or supposing 


it applied to furnish with necessaries the 
family of the. person who is guiley of it, the 
anguish of mind, which the recollection of 
the manner in which it was procured must 
create, will more than ner the com- 
fort of the relief. ant. | 


But this is not at all; nb 


to rest contented with the commission of 
one crime? No, the bounds of integrity 
being once broken through, and the laby- 
rinths of knavery entered, it is rarely either 
in our will, or perhaps even in our power, 
to retreat. When men have once tasted 

the 
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the wages of iniquity; it is seldom that they 
will return to honest industry; they usu- 


ally go forward from crime to crime, till 


detection takes place, their characters are 
ruined, they draw down on themselves the 
vengeance of the laws, and not unfrequently 
finish their career by an untimely and dis- 
graceful death. And 'twere well if the 


matter would end here; but a more severe 


reckoning remains behind! The poor com- 


43 


III. 
1 


plain, and with some appearance of justice, 


of the wretchedness which they endure on 


earth; but let them recollect how. short 
their continuance on earth is; that this life 
is but the beginning of their existence; it 
is but as a moment, in comparison of the 
eternity which is to follow, and yet this 


moment will have an everlasting influence 


on that eternity. Would they wish to 


have their sufferings perpetuated. with an 


increase beyond what they can imagine, 
or would they exchange them (this transi- 
tory 
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sERM. tory state ended) for an eternity of bliss 


The Dangers of 


il. and glory—it depends entirely on them- 


| certainly are; if they are dishonest in their 


zelves. If they are rebellious against their 
God, which, when they murmur against 
the dispensations of his providence, they 


commerce with their fellow-creatures, in- 
Stead of their wretchedness, whatever it 
may be, concluding with their lives, it will 


be extended, but with inconceivable additions, 


through endless ages: whereas, by -con- 
ducting themselves with patience and in- 
tegrity, death will soon come to their relief, 
put a period to their woes, and they will be 
recompensed for all they have undergone, 
If then, ye poor! if ye find the evils of this 
world, which last so short a time, $o hard 
to sustain, seek, strive to avoid those which 
are eternal; if ye feel your hearts pant af- 
ter terrestrial, short-lived happiness, exert 
every effort to secure that which is celes- 
4 I» tial 
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The Dangers of | 


sEIM. whit is feally the case, that very frequently 


under such flattering appeatances is con- 
cealed an aching heart. Could they follow 
one of these objects of their envy to his 
retirement, could they penetrate into the 
bosom of him whom they suppose to be 
surrounded by every thing which consti- 
tutes felicity, could they view him when 
all disguise is thrown aside, they would 
but too often discover how little the gifts 
of fortune are .to be depended on: they 
would see anguish more extreme than any 


which they have ever felt, and discovet 


causes of vexation which would amaze 


them by their number and strangeness, 


The truth is, that though the great may 
be exempt from some distresses which the 
poor feel, they are subject to many others, 


of which the poor have no idea: as the 
sphere of their hopes is larger, so is the 


probability of their disappointments; . as 
they have more to lose, their anxieties and 


2 : terror 


erer — t Fm MX —— 
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more harassed by that little, which they 
conceive wanting to their felicity, than their 
inferiors are from the want of every thing. 
Ahab, the wealthy, the potent king of Isracl 
fell sick for a garden of herbs; and the 
Amalekite Haman, who was the favourite of 
his prince, and the first subject of a mighty 
empire, because an obscure stranger refused 
to join with an whole nation in doing him 


homage, himself owned, that all which he 


r 1 
But supposing that the poor were decid- 
edly in this world more miserable than the 
rich, and that there really were as much 
happiness in grandeur, as there appears out- 
wardly, there is yet an inestimable advan- 
tage attached to poverty, which would 
greatly outweigh any temporary inferiority. 
“Blessed, says our Saviour, © are the poor, 
Vol. I. | E e foe 
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terrors are more tormenting; their passions b E RM. 
rage with greater violence, and they are II. 


\\ 


The Dangers of 


2j * for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Be- 


bote 2 consideration of this kind all human 


griefs fade way; the condition of the lowly 
renders them more likely to embrace the 
gospel, and to live up to its precepts; the 
occasions of vice with them are fewer; they 
beve no opportunities of fostering their sen- 
out of the reach of that heinous and most 
uachristian vice, pride; they are more pe- 
culiatiy the objects of God's care and pro- 
Let them then, instead of grieving, rejgice 
at their lot, when such important privileges 
are annexed to it, and let them above all 
things he ware how they seek to improve it 
by a sserißce of their integrity; let them 
learn this wholegome lesson from the prayer 
of Agup, that the two sins which, most es- 
tent, and let all their efforts be oxerted: to 

01 * % } repel 


Riches and Poverty $1 
repel them: in other words, let them learn S$ERM, 
and labour truly to get their own living, and III. 
let them run with patience the race that is 
set before them. | 
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ON THE OMNIPRESENCE OF GOD. 


P$ALM cxxxix. 2. 


Tho art about my path and about my bed, 
f and spiest out all my ways. 


Aloud the many reasons which men have 8 x & Mt, 

to excite them to a life of piety and virtue, IV. 

there is none which, if duly considered, 

would have more weight with them than 

the omnipresence of God. By the omni- 

presence of God I mean that perfection of 

bis, by which he is immediately present to 

every part of the creation; and by conses 
E23 quence 


44 On the Omnipresence of God. 
$E RM. quence---intimately acquainted — with - every 


IV. . dim d . 
av ing, which is going forward. 


« If we climb up into the heaven,” says 
the psalmist/ te he is-thbte 5 7 if we go down 
« to hell, he is there also, If we take the 
« wings ef the Morning, and yemaincin the 
« uttermost parts of the sea; even there 
e also shall his hand lead us, and his right 
« hand $hall hold us.” By which is meant, 


that we can go to no place, however high or 


low, where Ged does not reside; we cannot 
transport ourselves so swiftly, but that his 


| holy spirit will accompany and sustain us; 


nothing is so secret, that he does not disco- 


ver it; he is about oor path, and abo Eur 
ce bed, and spieth out all our ways; al ov 
thouglits, words, and actions, are laid open 


and known to him. on hom 980 blu 
It was the advice of a celebrated hetthen 
moralist to his disciples, alrrays to betiave 
and conduct themselvrs, as if some emi- 


ae eee 


observing 
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ON the Our if O- 
observing them; us, Mich zuch dh idla, kN. 


they would be ashathett of the commission 
of any thing which was mean of wicked, 
and entouräged in the pursult of whatevet 
vas honodtäble ind worthy. Now if the bite” 
imagination and faint persuasion of the ob- 
servation of 4 goo chun were expecrid tö 


have 30 mich influence, wut my not be 


looked for fro the” Edtividratioh f tht" 
actual” prebenee of Cu Mor whit Being 
before - wHoth the highest orders of "tht 
angels fall'down and worship, wem no min 
cin sce; and live —of chat Being, who tet” 


only views bur actions khetnselves, but ff 


intieniately acgſünintetd With the mötives frothy” 
which they spring of that Being, WHO 1. 
holiness itself, and of purer eyes than to be⸗ 
hold irüqulty! Surely if aty thing Caf EYE 
dite in us dhe ark reverence; aft Festfain 
us ſtom the perpetration of vicketinths, # 


- rfibst be an habitual” eber * the Pe- 


race of our Creator. 
E 4 When 
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IV, son, who is greatly our. Superior in rank, or 
* 
in wisdom, and of whose integrity and gra- 
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On the Omnipresence of God. 
When we are in company with any per- 


vity ye have an high opinion, it has usually 
a, great influence on our behayiour,: we 


Stand in awe, and are afraid. to ein; we take 


care at least outwardly. ta. deport. ourselves 


SS 40 wu 


3 * ae vir- 


3 r ͤ . u . cDÞ. qc. io. 


11119. 


mgy med us — or r, dixagreeable 


to him. Now. if the eye of à fallible man 
has this restraint upon u, how, much more 


Should the eye of an all-perfect God! more. 
particularly when we take into considera- 


tion, that God is not an unconcerned or 


helpless spectator of human actions, but 


highly interested in them, and fully able to 
reward or punish them. He has strictly 
forbidden a wicked life, and solemnly sworn 


that he will $everely punish it; his own 


honour therefore Seems to be concerned in 


the execution of his threats, and we all 


know 
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On the Omniprezence of God. 


trolable, It often. happens that our fellow. 
creature is too indifferent to us to observe 
or regard our conduct; or if he does regard 
it, it is probably he is too weak to recom- 
pense it as it deserves: but it is not 50 with 
God: he observes minutely, he regards 
deeply, and to his ability to distribute exact 
wee ene chere is no 
limit. ig e i, gv 125 
de css, senen the drank- 
heard, by an observing and avenging God: 
they may possibly escape the sight of hu- 
man eyes, they may possibly elude the 
vigilance of human laws; but to the omni- 
present, all- seeing God, their iniquitous: - 
practices must be maniſest: nay, he not. 
only sees their actions, but their first 
thoughts 


80 On the Oumipreunes 4f Gol. 
sn. thoughts and motions "towards: them ate 
7 diseerhible by Him? ohe day All wil de 
laic 6pen to the -whole unvefse; we out. 
selees Shall be eompelled to give evidence: 
against ourselves, minutely perhaps to re- 
count all dur follies ant vices; and that be. 
fore A witness 3 hom 4 
dissztttulattion wilt e van 
How mean à triumphi is it; 1 wc he 
ner enjoys, while he plumes himself on Hav- 
ing committed some süccessful wicketintss 
undiscovered, and perhaps uns uspedtedt by his 
fallew-mottals! a triumph, which can list but 
for 56 very short « time; and Which one day 
wilt x6 completely and so publicly b& over- 
turned. If there were no $tpþetior motive to 
resttam a man from Iivitig one life hr secret 
and another opefly, from appearing. to H 
owh cnscienee what he wotihd die with same 
to appear to the world, surely the refletfibh, 
that his hypocrisy Wilt sooter or late infal- 
Ann e. fl by 


Q. 


Ml a 202 ac. > 6 a a 4. mk. << 


4H WU 8 — — 


. 117 "ad 
tibly be discovered, Lol be er HP anne 
cient! ee 23 1 bid, . de un n 
Every "thought * aelise art knownñ to 

Godard, ab me feat" duy of trial, f be 
exp056d before! men and angels. How then 
hall these good men, whom the same in- 
tegrity which prevented from committing, 
prevented hkewise from suspeeting evil, and 
who, -for that teason, have been the dapes'sf = 
the case mbler's crafty devices; then $corhn 
have been mote openly vicious; scoff and ex- 
ult in his detection! Fhe mask torn from 
the brow of the hypocrite, and his fraudulent 
iniquitots practices laid bare; will afford mat- 
ter of exultation to the whole universe! 
As fear is the strongest and most uncon- 
trolable of all our passions, it sertms little 
less than miraculous that a being $0 weak: as 
man; who cannot but know that God is a 
Spectator of all his actions, and that he-fiath 
denounced the severest threatenings- against 


him, 


n On the Onnipretence of God, 


SERM. him, if the general tendency of them be vi- 
TV- cious, it seems, I say, in the highest degree 
extraordinary that he should 80 far be able 
to cast off this fear as to engage in a wicked 
course of life ; some unaccountable supine- 
ness, some fatal inconsideration, conspiro to 

+ lull him to destruction. But let us awake 

| from this lethargy, let us rouse ourselves 
from, this insensibility into which we are 
Sunk :—< it is a fearful thing to fall into the 

t hands of the living God,” Great indeed, 
and tender are his mercies, but no less se- 
vere and terrible are his judgements: if we 
continue to despise the former, which we 
certainly do while we are perpetually vio- 
lating our Creator's laws before his face, how 
can we entertain the smallest hopes of escap- 
ing from the latter ? He is not a God that 

<« hath pleasure in wickedness, neither shall 

« evil dwell with him. The foolish shall not 
tand in his sight; he hateth all the workers 

« of iniquity.” . a 
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On the Ouniprerence of God. 61 

As this universal presence of God ought to sERNM. 
have a great force in deterring us from vice, IV. 
;0 alzo thould it have no less in exciting u 
to virtue: it is usually a great encourage - 
ment to men to acquit themselves with 
ability and industry, when they know, that 
those, whom they love or esteem, are spec- 
tators of their actions; but how much greater 
the reflection that the eyes of God himself 
are always upon them. Their fellow crea- 
reasons; sometimes the success of an action 
is not answerable to its merit, and in that 
case the judgement of mortals is too fre- 
quently guided by the event: sometimes 
they are envied, and in all instances, if it 
be from men that we look for recompence, 
we generally reap nothing but disappoint- 
ment. But God regards the principle on- 
ly if tbat be good, whether we are suc- 

| cessful * 
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IV. 


On the Omnipreseuca Cad. 
SERM, cessful or not, we equally obtain a place 


in his favour: he fully understands every 
species of merit, and is most pleased where 
he finds it most abundant: if we are poor 
and weak, he looks to our intentions, and if 
those are pious and benevolent, he will not 
withhold his applause, because our situation 
will not permit us to carry chem into 
action :* the smallest alms given accord- 
ing to our abilities, che most hidden cha- 
ritable wish fervently. put up in private for 
our fellow creature attracts his notice, and 
Secures his approbation; he sees chem 
in secret, but we may be assured that he 
vill reward them-openly. War an incite- 
ment is it to be virtuots, xo know that none, 
not only of our goed actions but even of our 
good intentions, shall be lost I diat the same 
gracious Being is the constant spectator, the 
intelligent judge, and will be the liberal re- 
warder of them oT + 


Besides this" influence on our 'condud, 


[- which 


— 7) =” ws wt A 


187 


J FA 8 F312 F386 F =S 3 


lich 


On the Qqniprecence of God. 


tain, besides exciting us to what is good, and 
deterring us from what is evil,/it- ought also 
to have an influence on our mper, to pre- 
vent us from too strongly dreading the ap- 
proach, or too inordinately lamenting the 
oppression of any calamity or misforune. 
If an all- powerful and all- merciful Being has 
us constantly under his eye, we may be ag- 
sured that nothing can happen to us, which 
is not either good in itself, or capable of be- 
e eee eee 7954 
our under it. 

Man is à very A ee and feeble 
creature; he is perpetually subject to evils; 
which he cannot foresce, or which perhaps, 
if he could foresee, he could not avoid; he 
ought to rejaice therefore, that he has a 
beneficent and powerful friend, the constant 
superintendant of his concerns, who will 
never fail to order them for the best, if his 
h iu Nanidqo . = -- favour 
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On the. Onmnipresence of God. 


EAI. favour is sought by those easy means, which 
| himself has appointed. | | 


Let not then the good man be cast down, 
though apparent calamities do . befall him; 


the patience and fortitude, with which he 


submits to them, the noble efforts to which 
they may give rise, the many virtues, for the 
exercise of which they afford opportunity, 
have a constant and accurate witness, who 


is ever at hand to register, and to reward 


them; who will never suffer those who trust 
in him, to be oppressed beyond their 
strength, to be tempted above what they are 
able to bear; who knows the precise time, 
when the aid of his holy spirit is most ne- 
cessary, and will be most efficacious; and 
when he perceives that from the weakness 
of humanity we are almost overpowered, he 
may, either by infusing into us new strength, 


invigorate and revive our drooping spirits, 
or he may by some unexpected turn in our 


concerns do away what oppresses us; or, 
| lastly, 


On the Onnipretence of Cad. 3 


lastly by a timely death he may snatch us SERNM. 
from our sufferings, receive us himself, and IV. 
recompense us for all we have undergone, 

with a far more exceeding and eternal weight 

of glory, _ 
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SERMON V. 
on SINS OF OMISSION, 
——— 


| Sr. MaTTHEW xxv. 30. 
- Cast ye the unprofitable Servant into outer dark» 
ness; there shall be weeping and gnasbing of 
teeth, HRP 
Ts that form of confession, which is with 522M, 
great propriety placed at the beginning of . 
our church service, we not only acknow- 
ledge that we have done what we ought not 
to have done, but that we have left undone 
what we ought to hive done. The guilt of 
a Christian is made up of omissions as 

EF F 2 | well 


68 On Sins of Omission, 


SERM. well as transgressions of his duty, and 
V- perhaps the former with men in general 
may have the, greater share in drawing on 
them God's displeasure.— It is eertain that 
this is the case with one very large class, 
who are commonly distinguished by the 
name of good sort of people: persons of this 
description are guilty of no flagrant viola- 
tions of the laws of God: they are, as far as 
complying with external forms, religious 
and devout, they attend regularly at church, 
they perhaps say their prayers morning and 
evening, they are neither profane nor de- 
bauched, they pay to every one their due; 
and yet, if this is al that can be 'said for 
them, they art very far removed from the | 
kingdom of heaven. | 
The promises of the gospel are not dealt 
out to negative virtue ; Christianity requires 
from its votaries a continued series of posi- 
tive acts of goodness. In vain shall ve plead 
that we have done no harm, if we are not 
| EEE entitled 
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On Sins of Omission. 6g 
entitled to say that we have done good: we SERM4 
were not sent into the world to live in idle- N 
ness, and to go out of it in the same state in 
which we entered into it: it is expected from 
us that we make ourselves better, that we 
lay out all the endowments of nature and 
of fortune to the best advantage, that we 
acquire habits of holiness and benevolence, 
which may fit us for that blessed society, to 
which on our so doing we may hope to be 
preferred. | 

The dangers which arise to us from omis- 
sions of our duties are by so much the greater, 
because in many cases they are incurred 
without our being sensible of them, and be- 
cause in almost all they are not afterwards re · 
membered, ' 

If I commit a positive sin, if I swear, if 
I am guilty of a falschood, if I defraud or 
bear false witness against my neighbour, 
I know what I am doing at the time, 

EY f my 


SERM, my guilt makes an impression on me, my 


crime assumes a body and a shape, I do not 
easily forget it, and consequently I may re- 
pent of it, and avoid being guilty of the like 
in future. | e ane 

But when I am only negatively criminal, 
' when I merely omit to perform either my 
public or private devotions to the Almighty, 
or perform them with carelessness and in- 
attention, when I go on from day to day 
neglecting to improve my understanding, 
or to render my heart more enlarged, when 
I take no advantage of the many opportuni- 
ties, which are presented to me of being use- | 
ful to my fellow creatures, when I make no 
progress in the attainment -of holiness, and 
in weaning my affections from the things of 
this world, my offences, having no imme - 
diate tendency to cause inconvenience. to 
myself or do injury to my neighbour, make 
ng lasting impression on my mind; they 


4 1 are 


my 


£8 


to 
ake 
hey 


are 


On Sins of Omission. 


rer 
out regret, but frequently without notice, 99 


and are very soon entirely forgotten. 
Notwithstanding this, they must certainly 
be accounted for: — what the world frequently 
calls a good sort of person, that is, one who 
and decent in his conduct, and takes care to 
do nothing that would bring him under the 
lach of the law, or subject him to any vio- 
lent censure from his neighbours, Whose 
piety goes no further than ceremonials, and 
whose benevolence extends not beyond good 
wishes; such an one is represented by our 


Saviour under the character of tho servant 


who hid his talent in a napkin.— This ser- 


vant neither dissipated what was entrusted 


to him in extravagance, nor lost it by care- 


lessness, but he neglected to improve it! 


he did no harm, tis true, but he did no good; 
and therefore the sentence pronounced against 


him was, © Cast ye the unprofitable servant 


| & Ws into 
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, 4 e and gnashing of teeth.“ 


On Sins of Omission. 
SERM. e into outer darkness, where shall be —_— 


The admonitions and threats of the gos- 
pel are chiefly directed against people of this 
class: the denunciations of our Saviour are 
more frequently pointed at the lamp which 
had no oil, the tree which bore no fruit, and 
the talent which was not improved, than at 
bad oil, corrupt fruits, and talents ill-em- 
ployed.—On the latter, I suppose, as being 


more self-evident, it was not so necessary 


to insist. Flagrant violatiotis of God's com- 
mandments speak for themselves; those 


who are guilty of them cannot but know their 


criminality, and the dangers which they in- 
cur; but it was an instance of our Lord's 
paternal cate to awaken from their slothful 


dreams, to rouse from their imagined secu- 


rity, those who, resting satisfied with nega- 


tive virtue, flattered themselves that they 


might attain heaven and 1 N $0 long 


as wr did no harm. 
Turn 
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ng Turn to the 25th chapter of St. Mats ETN. 
ö chew, and you will see there dlearly set fort V7, 
s- throughout on what sandy foundations all 

his hopes of God's favour are raised on our 

re merely not being wicked. It begins with 

ch the parable of the wise and foolish virgins, 

nd the former of whom were admitted to the 

at martiage feast, because they had oil in their 

n- lamps properly prepared to meet tlie bride- 

ng groom, and the latter excluded because they 

ry had no oil. It is not said that their oil was | 
n- bad, that they were wicked virgins, but 7 
se merely that they had no oil, that they were 

ir . Slothful and improvident, and had been slum- 

n- bering in indolence during the whole time 

I's in which they ought to have been exerting 

ul themselves :—©< when the door was shut, 

u- « these virgins came, saying, Lord, Lord, 

4 « open to us, but he answered and said, 

y ce Verily I say unto you, I know you not.” 

g The next parable, which immediately fol- 


lows, is still more in point. I have already 
| touched 


aan. wake on it. Our Saviour likens himgelf 
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bis dealings with mankind, to a man, 
8 departing into a distant country, deli- 
vered to his servants different sums of mo- 
ney to trade with; on his return summon- 
ing them to render up their accounts, he 
finds two of them had been provident and 
industrious, having greatly improved what 
had been intrusted to them, and they accord- 
ingly receive his commendations and re- 
wards in proportion to their different me- 
rits; but the third having made no adyan- 
tage of his trust, but merely wrapt it in 3 
napkin, meets with the severest reproeß, 
r 
„where shall be weeping and gnashing 

e 
Tbe conclusion of neh a sort of 
application of the parable.—It i is the remark- 
able account which our Saviour gives of 
the day of judgement. He represeats him- 
66 
with 


with all his holy angels around him, and 
dividing mankind into two bodies, the vir- 
tuous and the wicked, inviting the former 
to take possession of their reward, to sit 
down with him in his kingdom, and banigh- 
ing the latter from his presence and doom- 
ing them to everlasting fire — chat how- 
ever his justice may be manifest, he briefly 
runs over the principal merits and deme- 
rits, which will determine him in this dis- 
tribution. - | 


which I bestow on you, are obtained by 
your many kindnesses to your brethren; 
when they were hungry, ye fed them; 
when they were thirsty, ye gave them drink; 


75 
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To the virtuous he says, The rewards, 


when they were naked, ye clothed them; 


when they were strangers, ye hospitably re- 
ceived them; when they were sick and in 
prison, ye were attentive and ministered- to 
them in their necessĩties. From this we 
dee, that active benevolence is the merit, 

| which 
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SERM. which is attributed to those, whom our Sa: 
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dur receives into his 'kingdom'—lr was 


not because they did not injure their fellow- 
ereatures, but because they exerted them- 


selves to be of service to them, that they 


are rewarded with bliss and immortality. 


On the other hand, the wicked are con- 


demned to everlasting torments for the 
omission of those very acts of benevolence, 


for having done which the righteous are re- 


warded with eternal happiness: they are 
not in the sentence passed on them charged 


with having killed, defrauded, or in any 


shape oppressed their brethren, but merely 
with having done them no services. — This 
alone is looked upon as sufficient to exclude 


them from the presence of God, and de- 


prive them of the enjoyments of heaven. 
Nor indeed could we in reason expect it to 
be otherwise. No human accomplishment, 
no human possession (to speak in gene- 
ral) is attained without pains and labour; 
pale | sitting 


sitting still in indolence, and merely doing SEN. 


nothing to counteract their attainment, is 
not sufficient; ve must be assiduously at. 
tentive and actively industrious, if we would 
as we can here have no conception of, is to 
be procured without any efforts, when it re- 
quires the greatest to attain even the paltry 

acquisitions of this world. | 
I shall conclude with backing; you, that 
none of you, because ye think ye can do but 
little, | will for that reason imagine, that it 
is unnecessary to do any thing. Le read 
that of hose, to whom much is given, 
much will be required; but can ye suppose 
that of him, to whom little is given, there 
will be required nothing? Far from it,— 
Expectations are formed of us in proportion 
to our endowments.— He, who had only two 
talents, was not expected to gain five; 
you find his reward was allotted him for 
9 gaining 
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_—_ u. grining to, that is, for doing -what his abi. 


lities permitted him. In the same man. 
ner he, who had only one talent, was not 
expected to gain as much as his fellow ser- 
vants, who had more; nor was he punished 
for not having done as much as they; but 
he was punished for having done nothing, 
for having made no advantage at all of 
what was intrusted to him. 10 

Let this truth then be deeply engraven on 
your remembrance,; that all men have it in 
their power to do something for the glory 
of God, and for the good: of their fellow- 
creatures; and that it is not by the doing 
no harm, by sitting still in indolence, and 
fatieying that we can do nothing, but by an 
active exertion of out respective abilities, 
that we can lone deserve and obtain thut 
transporting sentence, * Welt done thou 
'* good and faithful servant, enter chou into 
ig eee Al 1 
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I. has been the grear um of infidelity. in ERNI. 
all ages to perstade the eredulous and un- VI. 
wary, that rellgien and present inte test are 
incompatible; that we cannot at the same 
time apply ourselves to our callings hete 
and secure dur hapiness hereaſtet, but that 


80 


SE RM. we must of- necessity- Sacrifice either this 


VI. 


On the Impropriety of 


world or the next. Those who have been 


deceived by / this nyizrepresentption have, 
according to their different tempers, chosen 


two pposite modes of conduct, both very 


far, though perhaps nat. equally distant, 


from that which sound reason points out. 
They, on whose minds the goodness of 
God in their creation and redemption, and 


che immensity of the rewards and punish- 


ments held forth in "futurity obtained that 
| weight, which in wisdom they ought to ob- 


tain, have given up all commerce with 
this world whatever, haye hbetaken them. 
selves entirely to the exercises of piety, 
have fled to deserts and to cells, and in the 


ardour of performing their: diy) towards 


God, have entirely neglected that, which 
is due from them to their neighbour, '; 
They on the contrary, whose warmer 


passions, or whose less enlarged understand- 


ing chained them down to what was imme- 
dlately 


r 


 detrting worldly Duties, 


diately before them, who preferred "what SERM." 
was present and visible, to What as ihviti- . 


ble and distant, have thought it the most 
agreeable, if not the most wise, to listen to 
the solicitations of their senses, and to seize 
the gratifications which were at hand; they 
have conducted themselves as if there were 
no God, no account taken of human actions, 
no judgment after death, no heaven, no hell, 
but that this present life was the whole of 
their existence. 

Bodrihnie een een g Jab. 
served, proceeded on a persuasion that their 
temporal and eternal interests were at va- 
riance; that the one or the other must of 
necessity be surrendered, and that there 
was no middle course by which they were 

I shall in this discourse endeavour to 
of this error; I shall point out its falsity 
by shewing that à man may work out his 

Vor. I. G sal- 
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BRN. Salvation st the eme time that. he attends. 


that religion does not only not command 


work out his salvation at the same time that 
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4 


to his earthly concerns; and I shall expose 
irs pernicious tendency, by proving, that to 
withdraw ourselves entirely from , worldly 
business is not -unnecessary, but criminal; 


such a desertion,: but actually forbids. it. | 
First, then, I am to shew that a man may 


he attends to his earthly coneerns. | 

Those who maintain the contrary, ground 
probably. their opinion on the following pre- il ; 
cents of our Saviour, and other of tho like je 
import: Take no thought for your- life, ei 
*. what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; b 
e not yet for your body, what ye shall put 


to forbid all care, even about the necessa- 


more about the conveniencies and delights 
of it. In che same chapter, he says, „Be- 
«hold the. fowls of the air: they so. nat, 


% 


| * 4 . ** c neither 


de 
er 
th 
ries of life, meat, drink, and clothing; much an 
der 
inc 
cer 


deserting world) Duties. 885 
« neither do they reap, nor gather intos ERM.. 
« barns, yet your heavenly Father feedeth W. 
« them; and again, Consider the lilies 
« of the field how they grow, they toil not 
« neither do they spin. Here it seems to 
be intimated that we ought to depend on 
the providence of God for food and raiment, 
and to use no more industry for obtain 
ing them than the fowls or the Lilies do. 
There are various other texts of this kind, 
all of which: there are twa ways of explain- 
ing, and either is sufficient to overturn the 
9 
One explanation is, that our Saviour 
ap Pe I rr 
ever about 'the things of this life, but only 
that sort of care which is accompanied with 
anxiety and distrust; that he does not in- 
industry with regard to our earthly con- 
cerns, but only such degrees of them as 
80 G2 | would 


84 
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ways be attendant on our Saviour to be 


were to preach the gospel after his resur- 
| rection, a peculiar degree of contempr'of the 
since they must of course quit their homes, 
sive up what prospects they had of advan: 
eing their fortunes, and expose themselves to 
persecutions and deaths of every kind- 


5 


Do the Impropriety of 
would take off, or too much withdraw, our 
attention from the duties of religion. The 
other explanation, which is most probably 
the true one, is, that these commands were 
not designed to be general and standing 
laws, but were only addressed to, and in- 
tended for the practice of the first disciples; 
kor it was necessary that they should /al- 


witnesses of his miracles, and hearers of his 
doctrines ;': and in those in particular who 


An entire freedom from care and con- 
cern with regard to temporal comforts was 
absolutely requisite in these; but that it is not 
40 in all men, is very evident from various 


= 


Ng 
in- 


bs 


passages in the gospel. When the fore: SERM. 


runner of our Saviour, Joh the 'Baptist, 
was asked by the publicans and soldiers 
what they should do, what conduct he would 
prescribe · to them to fit them for the com- 
ing of the Messiah to the former he ays, 
« Exact no more, than that which is ap- 
pointed you; “ to the latter, Do' violence 
to no man, neither accuse any fakely,” and 
« be content with your wages.” No men- 
tion, you see, of relinquishing their profes- 
been had it been necessary; for John was 


way for the preaching of the gospel. Nor 


is the-counsel of Christ himself on a similar 


occasion different : on his being asked by a 


certain lawyer what he should do to inherit 
eternal life? he replies unto him, What 


is written in the law? how readest thou? 
And the lawyer answering said, Thou 


« halt love che Lord thy God wich all th 
— 


VI. 
3 


a , 
ah ? 


i 


25 
sk. © heart; and with all thy soul, and with all 
VE <«,zhy Strength, and with all thy mind, and 
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de give up his business mor is auch intun - 


* 


derthy neighbour as thyself:: And Jesus 
taid unto him, “ chou hast answered right, 


4 this do, and thou shalt live.“ No in- 


junction, you see, to farsake the world, or 


ing fairly m be drawn from packen d p 
Lord's discourses. > 49001957; Cn o 
dE 


Al that he had, and to Swe to the pocr, is 


would suppose it binding on Christians in 
general; it was prohabhy meant as a trial of 
the! sincerity of the person to whom it was 
them to hom our Lord may have directly 
zenjoined it. It seems to be intimated, indeed, 


mene Ca sr otherwise * 


da ah * that they had, laid 
dhe 3 * feet und lived 
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upon them to this communioa of god, us 
St. Peter expresahy asserts in che case of 
Ananias and Sapphiraz nay, among those 
who were first called, there are zeveral M. 
employment, who neither divested them- 


cupations. They are ehurged indeed, to be 


ready to give, and willing” to comtnunicate, 
which they doubtless were; but neither did 
they look on themselves as bound, nor did 
the apostle require of them, when they 
adopted the character of Christians, to desert 
their duty as men. - Christianity with respect 
to the civil relations of men to each other, 


have left the world entirely as she found it; 
* G 4 She 


together on a common stock ; but it is pro- SERA, 
bable that they still continued to employ VI. 
chemselves in their Several trades und pro- 


* — ; Sie; 


"hy quiere ade 


e 


$ERM. she insists indeed on a faithful discharge of 


the duties of our station, whatever it may: 
be, but nowhere commands that the station 
itself ahould be deserted : the prince is not 
enjoined to descend from his throne, nor the 
Subject to throw off his allegiance; the 
nor the servant to forsake his master, neither 
. eee eee eee 14 
relinquish his occupation. 

Christianity inculcates no virtue, which 
may not be practised in the most eminent 
degree amidst society and worldly: employ. 

ment; while there are Christian duties 
which in retirement and zeclusion can 


imperfectly. e bl 


And this brings me to GK 


in the second place, to shew the pernicious 
tendency of the notion that religion und 
1 occupation are irreconcileable. 


"There needs no * of its destructive ef. 
4 fect 


 dererting worldly Duties. 


fect upon thoee who: are driven by it to give 8E MM. 


themselves up entirely to this present -life; 
and to throw off all thoughts about the 
next; but I will take the instance of those 
who make "choice of the most favourable 
side of che alternative, and in their desire to 


attain the things above, altogether renounce 


the things on earth. I assert then, that 
woch a renunciation, so far from being ne- 
cessary, is criminal, and that religion does 


proves it. At the head of the Christian 
graces stands benevolence; to do all the 
tures, is our bounden and indispensable du- 
ty; now he who secludes himself from. the 
ſectly: taking no measures to advance his 
ſortune, his bounties to the indigent will be 
narrowed and confined; not improving his 
interest, he will be the less able to counte- 
nance merit or zuccour ' distress; and in 
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SERM-: vain do his friends have recourse to bis for 


VI. 
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ren 
the acquisition of experience. .. ,,, ,. 

eee 
unvilling to exercise those duties at all, 


| but, certainly, in 0 comparable degree 0 


curpernitipn had. not den bim to, ech. 
sion. The case of that Servant who wrap. 
Ped his talent in a napkin, and applied him- 
self to no means of improving it, is precise · 
ly che same with his who withdraws from 


all the duties of active liſe z, and it behoves 


us to remember the sentence that, his; lord 


passes upon him, « cast ye, the unprofitabl 
servant into outer darkness: thete shall be 


_ weeping and gnathing of teet e 1 


The world: is the noblest theatre of ac- 
tion; it is there only that ouf talents can 
be applied to the greatest advantage, and 


ive utility. It is not meant hy, this, that 


he 


r an 2X 288 .amwv A. 24 
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he who finds himself placed in a private $i» SER. 


tuation should endeavour to exchange it for 
one which is more public; by no means ! 
it is only meant chat whatever a man's 
rank and ation in life may be, he vught 
not top detert che duties of it; nor tlünk 
to cone by piety towards his — for 
fellow erentures. 0 noma. vo 

Tb Ga from ein, i 
one motive of retiring (tom zociery,' but it 
has not in general been found that the er- 
Periment has "Succeeded, We may quit the 
business of the world, without 5 ati 

piety cannot fill up our whole time, and 
the | dangers. of idlencss are great] From 
20me- temptatoins to sin perhaps solitude 
' virtue: if we cacape the contagion of bad, 
eich di 8 


WW 
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VI. 
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[ 2 Bexkdes; one iicofyncies" himeilfis out oſ 


and 8 
ee e . 
on ; Upon the whole then 4: con 
ate, that old employment we 
religion may easily subsist together, and 
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-” po ebe the retired man is 
ene Q,” Swwes himself up to 'zecurity; 
_ f eee an attack; while 
as Cy pol nnr 
* nn is quickened by a sense of 

peril; he sees the enemy always alt hand 


e wee 
only so, but that a- life of activity and 


= * more favourable to virtue, and 
wy ps less liable to vice, — "of 
3 and seelusion. We must a 

care that *worldly* hopes and fears do 


06: aadbrales: an 
yo jt _ n in our minds; we 
A. pursue with diligence, and enjoy with 


moderation, the happinness which this world 


can 


deserting worldly Duties. 


our spiritual concerns; but where it does, 
it must, without a moment's hesitation give 
place. Earthly occupations may engage, 
but they must not engross, our thoughts; 
they may have a share in our hearts, but let 
us not forget that our well-being through 
eternity demands that it should be a subor- 
dinate share only. There are likewise 
times when temporary retirement from 
the world will be extremely salutary, that 
we may review our past lives, and form 
resolutions for our future conduct; and the 
present approaching season of the suffer- 
ings and death of our blessed Saviour, 
which Christians of all ages seem to have 
dedicated to such purposes, appears to. be 
peculiarly proper; but as much may be 
said on this subject, I shall reserve it for 
a future discourse. 


SERMON 


can bestow, where it does not interfere with SERM. 


Fi ˙ ot orcs Fam 


% * 
| 
- | ö 
„ 8 
: 4 
* \ . he | 
K : 
. * * # | 
* % P - | 
* 
* * , 
| . 
— > | 
Us 
: * 
CY 
— ' | | 
* 
— 0 ; | ; 
* 
5 
- 
= * 
0 
. 
F i 
* | | 
1 * 
* 
% | 
* 
0 
— 
* * ; | 
= 
4 N= | 
- N * 7 | 
© « | 
= * 5 
j = * 
1 * — * 
, * - af . 
— * 1 1 : J | 
. 
* 2 : * 
* 4 | 
' * 
o 4 : e 
1 
0 
ä * 
— 
| * 
- 
, 
| o 
» ; ; 
* 
* 
: 8 
0 
- n q 
| F 
0 * ; 
* 
fi * 
; * 
* 
— 
* 
: * 
* 0 


D/ = == = ———————————— WAZ H PↄT— ———B: 
* . 
, , 5 # - T7 34d 


SERMON vn. ESL 


ON THE NECESSITY OF TEMPORARY RETIRE- 
MENT z ABSTRACTION, 


——— 
PREACHED IN LENT, _ 


* 


l PSALM iv. 4. 


Commune with your own beart, mA 8 
chamber, and be 5till. 


1 

the falsity and hurtful tendency of the no- VII. 

could not subsist together. I described to 

you the pernicious effects which this notion 

| had on those who gave credit to it; that it 

had driven some to give themselves up en · 
- tirely 


80 


| Character consisted in a diligent discharge 


On the Necessity of 


8ERM. tirely to the affairs of this world, while it 
VII had induced others altogether to forsake 


chem; that the former had lived as if they 
were totally unconnected with God ; the 
latter, as if they had nothing at all to do 
with mankind. The conduct of both of 
these, I observed, was far different from 
what sound reason pointed out; that the 
man who gave himself up to this world 
without any idea of -another, certainly drew 
on himself everlasting punishment in the 
life to come, whilst he who, in the ardour 
of piety, was entirely unmindful of what he 
owed to his fellow-creatures, debarred him- 
self from exercising any Christian virtues 


at all, r 


imperfectly. 

I concluded; on the whole, cis 
tention to our earthly concerns, and the at- 
tainment of the kingdom of heaven, were 
very reconcileable, and that | perfection of 


of 
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nl tb hag 
as Christians. I cautioned you, however, . 


against permitting worldly affairs to gain 
the ascendancy in your hearts; I told you 
that they might engage, but not -engross, 
your affeetionsz- and that whenever you 
found your temporal and eternal interest 
at variance, the former must, without a 
moment's hesitation, give place to the lat - 
ter. I added likewise, that in censuring a 
desertion of the duties of this world, I was 
riot to be understood as speaking of a tem- 
porary retirement from it; that there were. 


times when this was not only salutary, 


but absolutely requisite; that the approach- = 
ing season of the sufferings and death of 
dur Redeemer had been particularly dedi- 
eated by the primitive Christians to such 
purposes, and thefefore was peculiarly pro- 
per; and it was on this subject of tempo- 


menen 


more at large. 6 
Vor. I. H I pro- 


8 | Ds the Werrsrity of 
$ERN. I propose, on the present occasion, to ful. 
| VII. I this promise by pointing out the em- 
ployment which should engage us in or 
"retirements, and the advantages which 1 
de expected to arise froth them. * 
But here T must premise, that chough 
retirement be necessaty for all men in 
some degree, the length of it must be de. 
termined in a great measure by a man: 
situation in life; some may dedicate weeks, 
some days, and some perhaps only "hours 
to it; but all may spend some portion of 
their time in sohtude and consideration, and 
some gain will accrue even from the eas 
time thus spent. 
The employment, then, of our retir- 
ment should be, meditation on our | condi- 
tion as created, accountable beings, on our 
Past life, and on our future prospects; te 
gection on the manner in which we hae 
discharged our duty towards God, and our 
neighbour, with the hope which our behs- 
PP * viour 
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mn 
conduct this. self -cxamination be wgaried, 


well instructed, some few questions 49 put 
to themselves: it is my a e aa an an 
the necessities of all- wn 451 1 
When, then, yon have retired for Fo $A 
lutary purpose of $elf-examination, , let your 
thoughts and enquiries be of this kind: 


I find myself placed in a. busy world, to 


drawing my attention; its cares or its plea- 
zures require so much of my time, that 
perhaps I have scaxcely (yer fqung leisure 
to ask myself ham long I am likely to con- 
tinue in the game state, and what is to be- 
come of me when 1 go into another. Let 
Am I to continue here far ever P. and f 

H 2 not, 


while I point put to them, who are not 8 


99 


viour may promise us of the approbation SERA. 
of our Makgr, nne 
death. r 


10 ofs the Necerdily of © 
'SERM. not, what is to be my condition when I go 
VII. from hence? With respect to the firzt 
WY NY L 
question, both experience and scripture will 
tell me, © that man that is born of a wo- 
„ man has but a short time to live, that 
three score or four score years at most 
are the days of his pilgrimage, but that he 
may, and probably will, be cut off much 
Sooner: let me think how many of those 
who set out with me in life are already 
silent in the grave, and let me not presume 
on the continuance of that breath, of which 
the next moment may deprive me, which 


when I recollect how many of my comps. | 


nions have gone before me, it is a subject 
of wonder that I have enjoyed $0 long. 
This life, then, I cannot but allow is un- 
certain; it may be put an end to imme- 
diately, and at all events will not be very 
lasting. What then follows? Shall that 
stroke, which reduces my body to the dust 
whence it originally sprung, put an entire 
Jou 14 ; period 


it; 


lay 


7 is * © 


8. & 


= 
2 BS 


S 


tire 


temporary Retirement and Hbttraction. 


period to my existence? Must I bid an SERM. 
eternal adieu to that being and those fa» II. 
| WY 


culties which I received from my Maker? 
Have I been so far raised above the beasts 
of the field in life, only to be levelled with 
them in death? Both reason and the Bible 
join to assure me, that this will not be the 
case; that in leaving this world, I only 
change, do not part from, my existence; 
and though after my flesh, worms may de- 
stroy my body, yet that it will be raised 
again at à certain time, and re- united to 
my soul, and I shall live. But what then, 
Shall I be happy, or shall I be miserable? 
This, the Scriptures tell me, depends al- 
together on myself; my behaviour now, 
while I am in this world, will determine 
it; if that be conducted according to the 


will of my Maker, I shall be beyond my 


utmost conception happy; but if on the 


. contrary,. I am wicked and rebellious to his 


laws, I ſhall be in an equal degree miser- 
| H 3 able; 


163 
sf. 


VII. 


= On the Manni of 
Able; ind What adds to this, and makes it 


fremeridously important, is, that my state 
in the world to come will not be brought 


to an end, as it is here, but such as it shall 


be at first, so will it remain for evet and 
ever. e 


" Having thought seriously on this subject, 


and brought it thoroughly home to you, 
you / will each of you naturally proceed to 
35k yourself, To which of these states do 
my actions entitle me? Have they been 
Such #s to give me sufficient cause to flat. 
ter myself with the hope of obtaining the 
rewards of my Creator, or have they been 
such, that my conscience tells me I can 
Took for nothing but his vengeance ? In 


dhe first place, how have I behaved myzelf 


With respect to him? have I frequently 


chou vith gratitude of his having first 


tteated, and since preserved me; of his 
havihg sent is only begotten Sen to teach 
me What T ought to do to please him, and 
ofa I „ 
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to gain everlasting life, and of that same SERM. 
Son having submitted to a most painful II. 


and ignominious death to atone for my 
imperfect obedience, and to save me from 
the consequences of my sins? Have L 
given him repeated thanks for these in- 
stances of his goodness, both in public and 
private? Have I not suffered myself to 
be deterred from thege duties by idle and 

feigned excuses; or if 1 have been regu; 
lar and constant in the performance of them, 
have I been attentive, serious, and hearty ? - 
Have I besides prayed to God, for the par- 
don of my: faults, and the supply of my 
wants? have I had a zeal for his honour ? 
do I never |take his holy name in vain? ne- 
ver brave and affront hun by lies and equi- 
vocations ? and do I both by advice and ex- 
ample endeavour to promote the practice 
of piety. and virtue, and to discourage that 


ol wickedness and irreligion? As to my | fel- 


rn 
22 — with 
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SERM. with regard to them ? Have I, as our Savi- 


VII. 


our commands, done unto them, as I would 
wish them to do unto me? Have TI been 
true and just in all my dealings? Have ! 
been as careful not to defraud others, as to 
prevent myself from being defrauded ? Have 
I not availed myself of superior wealth to 


| oppress those beneath me in station, or su- 
| perior cunning to over- reach those beneath 


me in worldly wisdom ? If I am a father, 
am I careful that my children are virtu- 
ously educated, and as well as my situation 
will admit? If I am a son, am I dutiful and 
affectionate to my parents? As a master 


of a family, do I set my dependants a good 


example, and am I as gentle and consider- 
ate as our common relationship to each 
other demands ? as a servant, am I faithful, 
obedient, and respectful ? If I am in good 
circumstances, am I compassionate and 
Charitable to my poor brethren ? I I am 


| Indigent, am I humble and lowly to my su- 


eros, 
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periors, receiving their bounty with grati - S ERM. 


tude, and not envying or repining at their 


seemingly greater happiness. The time 


would fail me if I were to go over all the 
different questions comprized in self-exa- 
mination,” which it is our duty to put to 
ourselves in our hours of retirement: con- 
cience will suggest the greater part of 
them, and the frequent reading of the holy 
scriptures will very much assist you, for 
in them are enumerated all our virtues 
and vices, and there you will find precisely 
marked out both what God commands, and 


what he forbids. Let me then press upon 


you a diligent and frequent perusal of this 
good book, and more particularly of the ſour 
gospels contained in the New Testament. 
Each of those, you know, is a short life of 
our Saviour, written by different persons, 
and most parts of them so plainly written, 


that none can misunderstand them: there 


and 


VII. 


IM. and what he taught; and from comparing 


Qu the Necessity: of | 


his example and his instructions with your 
own practice, you will easily digcoyer what 
manner of men. ye are; how far ye have 
deviated from the great standard of perſec- 
tien, or how closely you have adhered to 
it—in a word, what are your hopes of at- 
taining heaven, or what reason you have to 
apprehend an eternity of shame and punish- 
ment. | 

They who can in a satisfactory manner 
go through this impartant trial, whose own 
hearts, on an impartial and honest scrutiny, 
bid them confidently rely on their inno- 
eence, from the infinite pleasure which 
zelſ- examination will give them, need little 
persuasion frequently to have recourse to 
it: while they on the other hand, who ne- 
ver look into themselves but with shame, 
anguish, and terror, are too likely to avoid 
every step which may lead to it, are too 
' likely to fly. from $olitude and reflection, 
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and drown the remonstrances of conscience 8 B RM. 


But alas! what do they gain by this? « 
little present ease dearly bought with last- 
ing woe; a moment's respite from the an- 
ticipation of misery, purchased with the ac 
tual endurance of it to all eternity. By thus 
flying the inspection of their hearts, - and 
the consideration of their ways, they shur 
up every avenue to reformation, they effec- 
tually and voluntarily elose against them 
zelves the gate of everlasting life. 

It is strange that men should be 30 inat- 
tentive and negligent of their eternal hap- 
piness, when in general they are 30 ex- 
tretnely provident and careful of their tem- 
poral interest. 

To promote the latter they will rise up 
early, and late take rest and eat the bread 
of carefulness; no toils are thought too 


- hard to undergo, no dangers too formidable 


to brave with a prospect of its advance- 
| ment, 


- 
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SERM, ment, while to the former they frequently 
II. refuse the equitable chance of even a few 


hours consideration. For surely if | after 
death there be a state which is to last for 
ever; and if our condition in that state 
will depend entirely on our conduct now, 
nothing but consideration can be wanting 
to rational creatures, to induce them to 
pursue that which may render them as 
happy as possible. Consideration may in- 
deed at first be the cause of great anguish 
and horror to the guilty person; and this 
may tempt and unfortunately prevail on 
him to endeavour to drive it from him, 
yet let him recallect, that though he may 
pPostpone, he cannot finally escape it. Ca- 
lamity, sickness, or approaching dissolu- 
tion, will force it upon him, and with pangs 
proportionably increased from their having 
been so long kept off; and alas ! considera- 
tion will then too probably do him little 
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temporary Retirement and Abstraction. 
rob Gad of the service of the best part of 
our lives, have anxiously laboured to expel 
all thoughts f -him- from our minds, can 
we expect that he will take up with a few 
unprofitable sighs and prayers, which ter- 
ror alone has drawn from us, and which 
we are no. longer able to avoid. Long 
have ye set at nought (may he say) my 
counsel, and hearkened not to my reproof: 
therefore I also will laugh at your cala- 
mity, I will mock when your fear cometh: 
when your fear cometh as desolation, and 
your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; 
when distress and anguish cometh upon 
you; then ye shall call upon me, but I 
will not answer; ye shall seek me early, 
but ye shall not find me: for ye hated 
knowledge, and did not chuse the fear of 
the Lord!” — Oh then let us be wise in 


. time, and congider these things now to our 
eternal 
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110 | On the Nuttacity of Retirement. 
SERM. eternal peace and comfort: let us think of 
ben while we may redress them; while 
we have it yet in our power let us make haste 
to enter into the paths of the Lordi 
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I say unto you, that likewise joy Shall be in 
heaven over one Sinner that repenteth, more 
than over ninety and nine just Persons which 
need no repentance. NA 


Or all therdigeoveries which we derive 883M. 


* | * anbieh VIII. 
from the scriptures, there is none which 


is capable of affording us greater comfort 


they give us of !forgivencss of sim on re- | 
pentande. It is not to be (denied that dhe 


zystem 


— —— — — * = 
— —  -— — —— — — — — — — — 
. 


— — K . iy <a GA tet 2 > — - — — 


112 
SERM. system of morality laid down in the gospel 


VIII. 


A 


The Efficaty of Repeniduce. 


is very difficult to be observed: our nature 
is frail, our passions are violent, and the 
temptations with which we are surrounded 
very alluring ; so that notwithstanding all 
our care and all our firmness, the best of 
us are frequently drawn aside from our 
duty: an unsinning obedience is what none 
of us arrive at; © the flesh constantly lust- 
eth · against the spirit; in many things ve 
offend all, and yet there is no precept more 
constantly insisted on by Christ and his 


apostles than © be ye perfect.” Into what 


a state then of despondence should we be 
thrown, if we believed that every sin was 


unpardonable! acquainted as we are with 
our duty, conscious as we must be of our 


frequent deviations from it, and knowing 


the wrath and terrors of the Lord revealed 


how wide: would be the reign of despair, if 


bad 


' God Almighty, out of his great goodness, 
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had not solemnly engaged to forgive our sERNT. 


transgressions on our sorrow and amend- 
ment; if we had reason to believe that the 
governor of the universe was inexorable, 
that once offended; he would never be ap- 
peased; there would be nothing left to stop 
ns in the career of vice: all hope being 
banished, there would be no room for en- 
deavour; the progress of life would be the 
natural descent of negligent despair from 
crime to crime; our first wish would be 
to withdraw our thoughts from our Crea- 
tor, and our first happiness to stifle all' re- 
flection whatever. But far otherwise is the 
case: not only he who is surprized by ig- 
norance, by negligence, or by passion, into 
the commission of accidental guilt; bit 
even the more hardened sinner may be 
wire of meeting with favour, if he will 
but once embrace the means which are ap- 


pointed for the” obtaining it; the road to 


mercy and salvation is accessible to All, 
Vol. I. : I how- 
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sERM. however profligate and abandoned we may 
VIII. have been, if we are sincerely afflicted at 


| impenitently wicked; but the mercy which 


the remembrance of our wickedness, firmly 
resolve to forsake it, and prove our since - 
rity by the immediate amendment of our 
lives: though our sins were as scarlet, they 
shall be white as snow; though they be red 


| like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 


What a great proof is this of the infinite 
goodness of the Almighty, what a conso- 
lation to those who are oppressed by the 
consciousness of their iniquities, what an 
argument to persuade them to repent and 
reſorm, when by so doing, all in which 
they have offended shall be blotted out, 
would be no small encouragement to the 
sinner, in his advances towards virtue, if 
he only believed that by forsaking his evil 
ways, he should escape the condemnation 
which is denounced against those who are 
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is offered him is much superior to this: SRR NM. 


8 F 
he is assured, that if with sincerity and 
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Dee 
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earnestness he -: laments and - avoids: his 
former transgressions, and doeth that which 
is lawful and right, he shall not only rescue 
himself from perdition, but will have a claim, 
and perhaps an equal claim, to those rewards 
.. 
them who love him. 8 

Among the Jewish teachers there were 
Some very forcible sayings as to the power 
and efficacy of repentance: Great is the 
ce dignity of penitents, great is the virtue 
ce. of them that repent, so that no creature 


<«- may stand in their rank and order; 


and again, the righteous may not stand 
« in the same place with those who re- 


pent.“ These are high sayings, and must 


certainly be understood with allowance, and 
yet they seem countenanced in a degree 


by some passages in scripture. In the 


chapter of St. Luke, from which I took 
12 my 
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SERM. my text, are three remarkable parables: 


they were spoken by our Saviour on his 
being reproached by the scribes and pha- 
and sinners. Fhe first and second ae ex- 
actly. of the same nature, the third is the 
much celebrated one of the prodigal son; 
the design of them all is to set forth the 
value of repentance. The first of them 
runs thus: What man of you, having 
« an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, 
« doth not leave the ninety and nine in the 
s wilderness, and go after that which is 
ct lost, until he find it. And when he hath 


e found it, he layeth it on his shoulder 


« rejoicing. And when he cometh home, 


ec he calleth together his friends and neigh- 


< bours, saying unto them, Rejoice with 
e me, for I have found my sheep which 
« was last.. What is our Lord's appli- 


- cation? I say unto you, that like wise 


. jay shall be in heaven over one sinne! 
| « that 
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« that repenteth, more than over ninety SE RM. 


« and nine just persons that need no re- 
« pentance. Nothing can possibly set 
the dignity of repentance higher: the Ab 
mighty himself perhaps, and certainly the 
heavenly host, are represented as receiving 
an increase of happiness from the reforma- 


tion of à sinner; nay, it is mentioned as 


continuance of ninety and nine persons in 


a state of, uninterrupted righteousness.— 
How are we to account for this? Is there 
not something in it very strange, and 
almost contradictory? What! is it not 


better to have been engaged in such a 
course of action as to preclude the neces- 
sity of a change; to have done nothing 
which requires sorrow, so to have lived as 
to have no need of repentance? Is not 
prevention better than remedy; or. are we 


to sin, that grace may abound? God for- 


bid! The great hazard of our being so ena- 
I 3 moured 


- 
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moured of our vices as never to be willing 
to forsake them, or of our being cut off in 
the midst of them, and so prevented from 
being able, is alone sufficient to deter a ra- 
tional being from acting on this conclusion. 
But yet repentance” appears to be pre- 
ferred before constant righteousness. - 

If this really be the meaning of th 
passage, it perhaps may be W for i in 
the following manner : 
By the ninety and nine just persons men- 
tloned in the text, we are not to' undet- 
stand persons absolutely and unexception- 


'y 


ably virtuous, but persons who possess that 


- 
— 4 * 


degree of limited virtue, which falls to the 
share of fallible men; persons who have 


their imperfections and frailties, but who 
yet live so in the main as to be under no 


necessity of altering the whole course of 


their lives, and so may be said to need no 


| "repentance. Now to these the sincere pe- 
| "OE may be superior; he. ma) 


I Say, 
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I Say, for it becomes vs to speak with dif- $E RM. 
fidence : for first, if the value of virtue be III. 
SAM, 


in proportion to the difficulty of practising 
it, it is certainly much more difficult to 
stop in the career of vice, and to turn to 
what is lawful and right, than to persevere 
in the same good course, in which we have 


been always engaged. The single effort, 


downhill road to perdition, requires a greater 
Share of resolution than an hundred acts of 
habitual . virtue. Add to this, that peni- 
tents are usually much more zealous in 
the practice of religion, much more strict 
in their integrity, than those who have 
never grossly offended: their trouble and 
remorse for their sins spur them on in the 
ways of goodness and piety, and a lively 
sense of their past errors makes them 
more fearful of displeasing God, and very 


- anxiously desirous to atone for their former 


deficiency by superior present exactness. 
8 = Es Their 
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ERM. Their affection to their Maker is usually 
1 more vehement, and burns with a brighter 
tame; they haye not only the same causes 
with others to adote and to love him, but 
this additional one, that he most kindly 
gave them time and inclination to see the 
be did not cut them off in their sins, but 
by the suggestions of his holy spirit has 
brought them within view of heaven and 
happiness. (f To whomgoever much is for- 
given, the zame will love much, Pe- 
nitents like wise are in general more eager 
for the conyersion of others, from a deep 
sense of what was ance the danger of their 
_ own state: they haye also less pride, from 
the recollection. of what che mselves for- 
metly were, and are more compassionate 
and, charitable to the yices and follies of 

their neighbour, | 
300 that. sinners do certainly very often, WW - 
when: they Faye once, repente, e at 4 BY 
| greater | 
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greater . degree of perfection, . than my 
ho have been always trained and accu. 
tomed to a good life, nd ad Viet 

If however it should still be — 
that * the highest mansions in heaven will 
be reseryed for chose who have never de- 


parted cither yery long, or very far from 
their obedience, still it must be allowed that 
the efficacy of repentance is very grcat : ĩt 
gives joy to the inhabitants of heaven, ra- 
deems the penitent from destruction, and 
entitles him, if not to the very highest, yet 
certainly to 2 n situation in the 
kingdom of God, | 

I $hall conclude this discourse 8 
out the usual progress of repentance, and 
the marks by which it may be discetned, 


whether it be a repentance unto salvation, 


The first and main step in this rugged road, 
is conpideration and that, once properly 
* See Dr. Powell, towards the conclurjon' of ki 
W ; 

woody 
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 SERM. used, all the rest follows of course. For 


VIII. . 272 o . 4 . * 4 
t: surely it is impossible for the sinner to re 


flect seriously on his degraded and perilous 
situation, of the ingratitude which he has 
committed against God, who has laid all 
possible obligations upon him, of the folly 
which he hath been guilty of towards him- 
self in forfeiting his title to eternal bliss 
and glory, and of the danger to Which he 


has subjected himself of everlasting perdi- 


tion; that there is but one step between 
that and hell, surely it is impossible for 
him to lay these thoughts seriously to 
heart, without being deeply concerned that 
he has acted so absurdly and criminally, or 
without wishing most devoutly that he had 
done otherwise. Hence arises sorrow for 
his sins past, which is the main ingredient 
in repentance ; for a desire and resolution 
to avoid the like vicious courses in future 
| naturally and usually follow. So. far re- 
pentance 
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pentance” is produced by fear; but now-a SE RM. 


nobler motive will begin to operate. Our 
evil ways being relinquished, che transition 
is easy, and almost unavoidable, to x life of 
piety and virtue; and that once begun, the 
the glorious rewards, which he hath Pro- 
mised, will soon predominate. The dread 
of pugghment may deter us from relapꝭing 
into gross wickedness, but it must be the 
desire of gaining the approbation of our 
Creator, and becoming partakers of his hea- 
venly promises, which can alone excite us 


to any sublime height of virtue. Repent- 


ance, we see, begins with consideration, 


from whence results sorrow for sins past; 


this sorrow produces a resolution to avoid 
the like in future, which is the beginning 


of reformation ; and that once entered upon, 


and the prospects of eternal bliss, and glory 


opening upon us and animating our exer- 


tions, there is no degree of perfection at 
which 
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SEAN. Which we may not arrive, and probably no 


mansions in heaven which we may not at- 
tain. 'A true ponitent then is one, Who 
is thoroughly tonvinced of the folly, base- 
ness, and ingratitude of sin; who has for- 
zaken it, from the danger to which it exposed 
hum, and who has embraced a liſe of holi- 
ness, from the hopes of pleasing his Maker, 
and attaining his gracious promiagg, He 
never looks back to his past liſe without 
hame and self- abhorrence, and is particu- 
larly cautions not to call to mind his for- 
mer vicious pleasures, except to quicken 
his sorrow and contrition, and to beg mercy 
of God for having been guilty of them. Re- 
flecting on the injury which he may have 
done by his former bad example; he is desir- 
ous that his conversion may be open and 
manifest, and that he may become an emi- 
nent pattern of what is just and worthy ; as 
he was formerly the cause of reflections on 
his profexiion of a Christian, he will be care- 

| ful 
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ful that those who were once scandalized by SERM, 


his vices, may now be edified by his virtues ; 
he will make his light shine before men, 
that they may see his good works and glo- 
rify, on his account, his Father which is in 
heaven. If he has wronged any one, he will 
be rigorously exact in making restitution; 
for it is impossible he should be in earnest 
in his reformation, dankee pF 
or retain the acquisitions of sin. 

Lastly, he will: scrupulously avoid those 
companions and those situations, by which 
he knows himself liable to be drawn into 
vice; a relapse may otherwise be the con- 
sequence, and his rashness in hazarding it 
may provoke God entirely to withdraw 
from him his holy spirit, and so his last 
state may be worse than his first. Let not 
however the penitent be discouraged by un- 
premeditated and unintentional lapses, at 


- his first entrance into repentance; let him 


not provoke them, but let him not despair, 
* if 
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$ERM: if he should occasionally fall into them. It 


* requires uncommon firmness, and it is in- 
deed almost impossible to arrive at once, 
after a long course of sinning, at perfect 
obedience. But let him persevere in his 
exertions, and he will. rise superior to his 
falls; he will grow by degrees more and 
more firm, will be continually making new 
accessions in holiness, till at length he is 
freed from this life of probation by death, 
and will attain that state where there is 
assurance of righteousness and 3 
for evermore. 21. 
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ON CONTENTMENT. 4 


PuriL. iv. 11. 


I bave learned in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content. 


I. an sicuations of life, discontent is very ERM. 
unreasonable; happiness is dealt out to IX. 
mankind with an equal hand; and though © 
the- high-and the low, the rich and the poor, 
the old and the young, are subject each of 
them to particular evils, from which they 
zee others perhaps exempt, yet, if they 

3 would 


sERM. would view the matter impartially, thej 


would perceive that they are made amends 
for these evils by particular advantages 
which others do not enjoy. Discontent is, 
notwithstanding, very universal, and the 
poor' in particular, by which I mean the 
| labouring part of mankind, are apt to think 
that they complain with the greatest reason, 
and their murmurs, if not the deepest, 
are at least the loudest, and the most 
known. | 

Of these there are some who are $0 ab- 
gurd as to think it unjust that there should 
be any such thing as inequality among 
mankind; there are others who see the 
impossibility of all being equal, yet think 
it an hardship that it should fall: to their 
lot to be at the bottom of the-seale;- while 
a third set look on the evils of poverty 
$0 intolerable, that they would be willing to 
hazard* a general confusion of their *countr 
for the hopes of improving their condition. 
—_— „ 
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On Contentment: 


I hope, in this discourse, to vhew the folly EAN. 
Lf RR RFA IX. 


proving 
Firat, Git 2-46 ang deem id 
inequality of rank and riches should not 
prevail, and that this being the case it is no 
more an hardship on one man to be low and 
poor than it would have been upon another. - 
Secondly, that the poor are- free- from 
many evils which the rich suffer, and enjoy 
many comforts which the rich want;=-$0 
that there is the greatest reason to believe 
that their state is as happy, on the whole. 
Thirdly, - that supposing any violent con- 
vulsion of the state was to bring about 4 
change of conditions, many would be made 
miserable by it, and none would be made 
First, I am to prove that it is a thing im- 


ſt is clearly a great argument in favour 
Vo. I, K - of 


On Contentment. 


5ERM. of this asxertion, that we know to a cer. 


tainty that in all ages of the world ther 
ever has been this inequality. Read the 
Bible; from the very earliest times, at leat 
after the flood, and you will meet with the 
mention of kings and princes and masters, 
and of subjects, servants and slaves ;—you 
may remember the names of Nimrod, Mel- 
chisedec, Abimelec, Pharoah; all of them 
kings, or men of great rank and power =» 
you may remember also, that Abraham and 
Lott, Isaac, and Esau, Jacob and Laban, 
had each of them his herdsmen and his ser- 
yants: there is then a great presumption 
that what always has been is in the cours 
of nature, and that it could not be ordered 
otherwise. | 

But I think, Une having : recourse to 
what always has been, the assertion may be 
proved to you from common sense and rea 
on. For supposing this equality, so de- 


N fred by mary, en lace, it is not pos- 
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zible, I affirm, that it should continue; one ERM. 
man will be more skilful, more industrious, IX. 
more fortunate than another, consequently 


he will acquire- a greater portion -of worldly 
goods. What would you do in this case? 
would you take it from him ?—would you 
not allow him' to enjoy his own earnings ! 
Fine liberty this would be, and much en- 
couragement to. sobriety, industry, and ex- 
ertion | who would study, who would labour 
for the comforts and conveniencies of life, 
or do any thing more than merely procure 
the neceſſaries of it, if he did not hope to 
gain, by his studies or labours, some supe- 
riority, to acquire some possessions above 
his fellows, and to be allowed to transmit 
them to his children? Destroy all hope of 
acquiring and transmitting superior wealth 
and superior power, and you put a stop at 
ea. once to all the arts and sciences, and man 
le- would- soon degenerate into a mere savage; 
8 he would labour indeed just enough to get 
- Wk | where 
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$ERM. wherewithal to satisfy the wants of nature, 


IX. 
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af the human kind, that you must alloy 


but no more. It follows then, as you would 
not destroy the whole happiness and dignity 


ig Pa oben AE by. their 
own abilities or industry. 

Hence, immediately will arise an wing 
ty which will be perpetually increasing: 
so that if you were to make all men equal 
in riches now, unless you could at the same 
time make them all equal in abilities, in- 
dustry, and good fortune, within the space 
of a very few years, the business would be 
to be done again: all the confusion, all the 
misery, all the bloodshed, which must na- 
turally attend such a flagrant violation oſ 
justice and equity, would be again to be 
endured, I say nothing now of the great 
advantages which men reap from this in- 
equality of ranks, my only object being w 
point out to you—-that in the nature dt 


__ - things it must exist. 
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This being the cage, it is evident hat it RR. 


is no more an hardship on one man to be 


poor and low than ie would have been upon 
another. I allow perhaps, one of you will 
zay— chat some must be rich and some 
must be poor, but why is it my lot to be 
among the latter ? consider that every one 
might say the same | self-love may perhaps 
you to have been among the highest; it is 
probable that you are mistaken; but if not, 
you must remember that it never was in- 
tended that men should be placed in this 
world according to their different degrees 
of virtue: poverty is your lot, and ther- 
fore you ought to rest contented wit it; 
why it i your lot it might be diſficule to 
day, except that it is the will of God! I is 
probable, however, that if any of your im- 
mediate forefathers had been emment for 


- their abilities and industry, or if zome of 


'K 3 that 
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On Contentment. 


I eahibvds to make” up what wa 
diag b m,; be sober, be industrious: 


you may . ve your & iti n ; 


what you can foresee, at least you will 
leave an excellent example to your chil- 
dren, by which they may be ineited to im- 
prove theirs, and in the mean time you 
yourself will 2 more me, 3 
u ;& 0 80 
But it is time that 1 1 
proposed, in the second place; to prove that 
the poor are free from many evils, which 
the rich suffer, and that they enjoy some 
comforts which the rich want; and that 


their is the greatest reason to believe that 
there state is as happy on the whole. 
The first evil that torments the rich, 
from which the poor are exempt, is care 


The sleep of the labouring man is sweet, 
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fer him 10 sleep; his wealth is a conti En 
rubject” of amiety to him; be is *aiixious _ IX 


how he may increase; he is fearful lest- he 
should diminism it. The bosoms of 't66 
many of this description are — 


wich anxiety, distrutt, apprehension· 


Another evil fromm which the poor 118 
free is, want of employment. The labour 
ing man has always vocations; "which" fill 


up his time; while the time of the rich 8 


eee erden 
eee 


Aer who have never felt it can conceive: 


k is 4 great evil in itself, às none; it is ge- 
nerally allowed; enjoy lie 30 little, 28 
those who have” nothing to do: and it 1s 
the source of many other e vis! Into what 
1 and de tructi bs pl 46 & ate 
the rich often driven merely to fil dp" their 


- time | Employment which are prejudicial 
to 3 their charactor, 4hoir' eternal 


K 4 | gal. 


A ures of vice ; and cherefare the more gen- 


| 
3 
| 


ways. find out some innocent or useful em- 
Ploxment,.. to which they. frequently apply 
themselves, with, as much industry. and per- 
Severance a ihosg who. lun, te their 
daily bread, ꝛannNoldam:: 


This is 3 * yo 


tage of employment; which Providence 
their hands. Hence arise several other ad- 
vantages, which should not be passed over in 
zilence. From the constant employment 


of che labouring man arise health, appetit, 
sleep: all these the poor, for the mast part, 


enjoy in a greater and sweeter degree ihan 


the zieh! The , luxuries, which the rich 


be a much at command, few. of them 


have. the Self- denial eo withstand; hence they 
argbafflieted with; languors; painful diseases, 
| Nag MA l want of au- 


* 4 ficient 
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Qu Contentment, 


eijeng A: Freren destroys A 


hed, and. ig is. \ indybicoble that the — 
ing man £njops his homely meal and bed 
much more chan the zich do their coatly 
Ginties and splendid apartments! Lou are 
not to imagine that he great look an their 
fine houses and gay equipages, and all the 
appurtenance which belong to grandeur, in 
the tame light that you do: noz—a very 
little une renders all these things indiffer- 
ent th them, und they inlubit their statehy 
palaces, and roll aldng- in their splendid-car- 
them than you do from your humble cot- 
8 a ve rn rt 
side. 

„An 3 which FR os 1 
var the rich, is, the ease with which they 
put their children out into the world 
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more true. | $0 
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SERM: A poor man is under no difficiilty fn *hi 
rect while his children are very young 


indeed; he is sometimes hard put to it t. 
maintain them; but as soon äs chey are 1. 
rived at maturity; their portion health an 
strength, is ready for them, and these with 
the blessing of God will procure for- them 
their livelhood. The matter is revetxet 
with” respect to the rich man he provides 
for his offspring without much difficulty i 
their childhood, but the greatest distress i 
to settle them properly in the world l they 
must be settled in such a manner (at len 
if their happiness is consulted) as that their 
habits of life shall not be entirely different 
from what they have been in their parent 
house; and here is the difficulty, a subjett 
of anxiety with which every parent in the 
middle and higher ranks of liſe, who has 1 
quainted. eee e : e 018 997 
I now pass to what I proposed in the 
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violent conyulsion in the state was to bring 
about a change of conditions, many would 
be made” miserable by it, and none happy. 
If it could be supposed that this convul- 
sion could really make all men equal, it 
requires but lttle foresight to perceive that 
it would” at the same time make them all 
miserable! All subordination being done 
away, confusion, striſe, and bloodshed, would 
unquestionably succeed! To these you may 
add famine; for, small as the quantity of 
land would be, which! on a division would 
fall to each man's share, it would be im- 
possible for him, for many reasons too ob- 


vious to mention, to give it the proper cul- 
ti vati ion. | . . [ * 


But this idea of equality is ridiculous 
Suppose then that by some great convul- 
ibn, though inequality of property should 


* continue, yet that property itself should 


change, hands,” that those now rich should 
become 


on Contentmewt, 


EM, become poor, those now poor should be. 


came rich : neither, I affirm, would gai 
by the exchange, the rich would certainly 
be made miserable, nat would it add. to the 
happiness of the por. Althaugh, as I have 
aid before, the luxuries, with which the 
rich man is surrounded, are no cause al fe- 
kcity to him, yet if they were withdraw 
from him, their loss would be vert 


felt; he has probably been innred to then 


from. his childhood, and frony long ine, ü 
would be death to him to relinquiah them 
Besides, if it be expected from him, tha 
he get his livelihood and maintain his fz 


mily by the labour of his hands, he mut 


inſallibly starve; for though originally be 
may have been gifted with the same 
atrength and activity as the poor man, 
yet, from having been brought. up w 
employments totally different, it is nov 
uttenly out. of his power to exert them 
a5 N Let me observe, 


3 ' however, 
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On Contentment. 


however, that the occupations of the la- 
bourer could not be more irksome to the 
rich man, than the occupations of many of 
chose called rich would be to him who has 
been all his life used to labour. The states- 
man, the lawyer, ' the clergyman, would 
make but bad figures at the plough, the 
spade, ar the flail; but the labouring man 
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would make quite as bad a figure, and 


would be still more out of his way in the 
tenate, at the bar, or at his studies! We 
are all of us both more useful and more 
happy in the line to which we have been 
educated and accuſtomed. The breaking 
up of a, man's habits of life always makes 


bim miserable. This has frequently been 


een when a poor man has been suddenly 
lifred into great riches: the novelty of it 
may, perhaps, at first have given him some 
zort of tumultuous. satisfaction; but this 


is so 80on over, that his time grows quite 


2 burthen on his hands: his did compa- 


nions 
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SERM, nions are taken up from morning till night 
in their several employments, and have 
no leisure to keep company with him; and 
if he seeks acquaintance with those of the 
Same fortune with himself, he can pro- 
bably neither give nor receive pleagure, 
The usual issue is, that he falls into sot- 
tich customs, lives neither useful to other 
nor happy within himself, and from indo- 
tence and luxury contracts diseases un- 
Known to the laborious, which conduct him 
prematurely to the grave. No, 'no; the 
only change to be desired in our situation 
(if indeed any be really desirable) is a gra- 
dual one. We all wish to better ourselves; 
the desire is commendable, and if honest) 
and resolutely pursued, certainly makes u 
useful, and is commonly attended with 
Success. | a 
Let us not then, any of us, be our sta- 

tion what it will, murmur and repine at 
it, or desire it to be abruptly changed; let 


= 
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us not think, howeyer low it may be, that 
jt excludes either dignity or happiness !— 
Neither of these is at all connected with 
situation; dignity arises from discharging 
the duties of our station with induſtry, 
zant who does this is infinitely more dig- 
nified than the noble who omits it ; while 
happiness is altogether independent of every 
thing external, it is seated in the mind, and 
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is as easy (to say the least) to be obtained 


in a cottage as in a palace. Let us not 
then look to the right hand or the left 


with envious or malignant eyes, at the 
rank or possessions of our neighbour, but let 
us look straight forward to that point which 
alone concerns us, the duties and employ- 


ments of our own station. Let us not 


« covet nor desire other men's goods; but 
« let us learn and labour truly to get our 


de own living, and to do our duty in that 


* state of life unto which it has pleased God 
* to call us.“ 
SERMON 


SERMON X. 


ON CALUMNY AND DETRACTION, 


Exopvus xx. 16, 


Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour AK 


I: is scarcely necessary to observe to you, s ERM. 
that, although the ten commandments are X. 
drawn up in short terms, their meaning is © 
very extensive. The Ninth, which I have 
chosen for our present consideration, ap- 
pears perhaps only to forbid a false oath in 
a court of justice to the prejudice of a fel- 

Vol. I, L low- 


146 On Calumny and Detraction. 
SERM. low-creature, but i in reality it comprehends © 
X. and prohibits every sort of injury, which 
the tongue of one man can do to the cha- 
racter of another. The most atrocious of 
these is clearly that, which seems tq have 
been more particularly in the contempla- 
| tion of the legislator, the solemn affirma- 
| tion before a magistrate of what we know to 
Y be untrue to the injury of another, The 
| offence, both against God and man, which 
| this crime comprises, is so heinous and 
malignant, that there is no need to dwell 
on it: it speaks for itself, nor is it possible 
for words to place the enormity of it in : 
Stronger light. 5. 
The next degree of guilt in the violation 
| 8 of the ninth commandment is that of him, 
| who afficms in private life what he know 
to be false with an intention of wounding 
| f | the reputation of his neighbour z, it makes 
little difference, whether he himself were 
# | the original inventor of the alander, or whe- 
4 | | ther 
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cher he reports it after another; if he knows SEEM, 


what he is saying ta be untrue, he is equally 
eulpable. The injury done to the perzan 
defamed is often as grievous as what he 
would have received from a false testi- 
mony in à court of justice: his character, 
his livelihood perhaps, which frequently de- 
pends on that character, are the aacrifico ; 
or if his circumstances should be tuch, as 
to prevent his suffering in this last particu- 
lar, yet the wound to his feelings is often 
ac A SPREE 
his persan or property. 

4 es een, a 
mandment is he, who repeats to the detri- 
ment of another reports which he has 
picked up in conversation, not indeed know- 
ing them to be false, but which he might 
reasonably presume to be so, or which at 
least he does not know to be true, nor in- 


deed is be solicitous about the truth of 


chem: he bas heard them, he can give: up 
L 2 h his 


X. 
2 


. e ee if it be-necenary, and therefore 
surely, he thinks, he has a right to repeat 


them. Supposing that he had, is such a 
repetition generous? is it doing as he would 
wish others to do by him? Far from it! it 
is cruel; it is what in his own case he would 
resent as the most barbarous treatment. 
But he is deceived in the matter of right; 
he can have none to affirm any thing, which 
may injure the character of another, of the 
truth of which he is not absolutely certain: 
| when he detracts from the reputation. of a 
fellow-creature, it is not allowed for him to 
be mistaken; he must have seen with his 
own eyes, heard with his own ears, or re- 
ceived his information from a source equal 
infallible, before it be permitted him to speak 
evil of his brother; and even chen there 
ought to be some very important cause 
which may in a manner extort from him, 
and authorize his censures; if there be not, 
do peak against another, however truy, is 

; Still 
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still criminal, still directly contradictory to SRRNM. 
the precepts of the gospel. i X. 
the ninth commandment is  trarisgressed, 
is the fixing on him in general terms a bad 
ous, proud, foolish, or hypocritical, azxign- 
ing to him any ill propensity in the gross, 
without mentioning any particular instances 
of it; this is very common, and though 
not 30 much condemned a falzely charg- 
ing a person with 4 particular bad a- 
tion; yet it is in effect perhaps more inju- 
rious to him: an unjust accusation of some 
one single crime, if it come to the know- 
ledge of the person accused, he may possi- 
bly de able to refute, but when no particu- 
lar time or place is specified, but merely a 
general charge brought, how 1 can he ever 
-disprove that imputation, e- 
lun zt aiti Lie od 1c in 
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Or Ca and Daran. 


e e wen he .is not . 


known? | 

Another 0 — his passion, 
| which the calamniator practizes, is by mis- 
calling good qualities ; or attriburing them, 
ani the artions which arise from them, to 
bad or zaterestod motives. If he js told of 
= generous charitable man, he will call him 
extravagant; will kint that he is running 
nn hu fortune, and. ruining his family or 
Ar will eingate that tus generosity arise 
merely ſrom ostentution, and frem the de- 
vue of procuring” divtinetion z if he hears 
of another, who is eminent for his exact 
Performance df his religious duties, he will 
dußgest that he is pethups Hhypocyigeat, that 
de has some private end to answrr by it, 
"and that it is not revrrence to God, but 
Hape of gaining the reputation of 'gapetior 
parectity, und arriving thereby at some pro- 
* horjen, hy which de is | actuated : in the 
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duce all other virtues, will likewige eg9ngruc EN. 


into vices qualities and actions which are in 

Now he, who is guilty of this, is eminem 
by a slanderer, since he acserts a thing to 
my prejudice, of che truth of which he mus: 


de doubtful: for how can any other person 


possibly know my heart? how can he be 
acquainted wich more of my principles, and 
the Springs which actuate me, than what 
my words or outward actions declare? if 
to be possessed of any particular good qua- 


Aitys how can a ſellow- creature presume 
that I am not possessed of it? my heart is 


known 40 my God alone; and if all that 
appears of me to the eyes of men be prajee- 
worthy, it is the height of injustice and 
alander to traduce me on mere zurmise and 
zuspicion; and there is a peculiar eruelty 
in it, as surmises and suspicions of this 
kind I can never refute: if my heart must 

L 4 1 
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SERM, still be pronounced corrupt, however my 
. words or actions may be unsullied or me- 

| ritorious, how 2 — 
clear myself 5 ' 

There are many other modes 9 
the reputation of another, to which he who 
deals in scandal has recourse: one man 
will tell all the failings of his neighbour, 
and. suppress all his good qualities ano- 
ther, in representing a particular transsc- 
© tion, will tell only the truth perhaps, but 
will not tell the whole truth, and by what 
he omits will fix as deep a ſtigma on the 
person or persons concerned, as if he- hal 

invented and related of them something 
more than the truth; a third will destroy 
signs, and by an apparent unwillingness to 
speak openly (what possibly has not the least 
e e eee 

| of credit. Fay. 
Fu PW erke. inde ena the 
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most dangerous and  pernicious+ of all, $ERM. 


benevolence ; | and with an affectation - of 
candour, pretending to vindicate thoge. 
whom he has heard, or feigns that he has 
heard attacked,  overwhelms them with the 
deeper, obloquy.. Sometimes he will effect 
his purpose by designedly bringing forward 
weak arguments in their defence; some- 


times, under the pretext of wiping off one 


more ; denying or doubting the imputation 
of one crime, he will allow that the person 
agcused- is guilty in many other respects : 
now he will praise à man inordinately be- 
fore his enemies, on purpose to draw from 
them an attack on him; at another time 
he will attribute to his acquaintances good 
qualities, in which they are notoriously de- 
ficient, for the. pleasure of hearing himself 


contradieted, or to bring into doubt those 


I have 
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| vice: he thus fouters, mim 
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I have still farther to observe, that there 
are  scandalous ears as "well as scandalow i 
tongues, and that he who encourages such f 
Pleasure lisrening 40 it, who, | though he 
he delights in it, who, by artful question 
and affected doubts, draws on the calum- 
niator to launch out and to 1 


ers. 

I shall now proceed to 8 out the 
chief motives by which men, Who 1 
and in 80 doing, evince its wickedness; 
and I shall conclude with shewing the im- 
policy of it, and the dangers with which 
the practice of it is attended. The - 
tailers of what äs aupposed harmless scan - 
dal will be started, perhaps, when they 
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On Calznmy and Detrettion. 
its origin in one or all of the following dad cu, 


passiom r in pride, in envy, in malice. -- 
The destroyer of characters, is, I think, 
most commonly actusted by pride; it 30 
happens, that from the desire of distino- 
tion, which in 2 greater or less degree i 
felt by all men, de have established in 
our om mind à sort of competition for it 
with every one around us; we ate deſirous 
of surpasing, or at least of having the 
ame of surpassing them in whatever ex- 
cellencies fall within our sphere. In che 
generous, noble- minded man, this desire 
operates in endeavours to rise himself by 


the most vigorous exertions to the same 


tinguished, or even do elevate himself 
above chem; and this being che case, as 
he values che preservation of his own fame, 


when he shall have become eminent, he 


pri- 
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-worthless are exalted, - and therefore, when 
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But far too many aim at the e 
ment of their wishes bye what they support 
a nearer and an easier way; conscibus th 
they are either unequal, or too indolent ty 
exalt themselves to the same situation with 
those whose praises they hear; they endes. 
vour to degrade these distinguished per- 
sonages to their own obscurity, that ' they 
may in some measure exchange places 
with them; for they erroncously 'suppos; 
that as the deserving are depressed, the 


wu 2 EIA another, or detract- 
a lb Joey a own 
elevation is the fir. 

A second root of 8 1 detracuon 
. envy: this is very, similar in its nature 


but yet it is noti quite the same; it. is even 
sl 
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still 


all more hateſul. The first motive of SRI. 
che proud man, I have just observed, is . 


to raise himself, and the depression of 
others is but the means by which he per- 
suades himself that he shall compass his 
end; but the envious man has not even 
this palliation, ignoble as it is; an impa- 
tience of excellence, an indignation at me- 
nit, is all which he feels, and if he can but 
degrade and disgrace eg it is 
all for which he cares. 

A chird origin of this vice is malice; 
we have received from our neighbour 
some real or amaginary injury; some op- 
position of interests has arisen between 
us; or some other circumstance has hap- 
pened, be it what it may, which has pro- 
voked our dislike of him; perhaps it is not 
in our power to avenge ourselves any 
other way, or not in our idea to an ade- 
quite degree, we therefore commence an 
atack on his character, vilify and abuse 
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- SERM, him on all occasions, disparaging his me- 
rits, and aggravating his failings, when- 
ever we have opportunity. | 

n 
these passions is Sufficiently obvious, and 
these are the usual springs, from which 
speaking evil of others may be deduced; 
the bare enumeration of them is alone 
- Sufficient wo bring a disgrace and odium 
on whatever flows from them; but we 
Should be still more on our guard again 
falling into this vice of Slander, when ye 
hear the great impediment to our interest 
and happiness, which it must prove both 

in this world and the next. N 
But, first, I will just mention one other 
ground. of scandal, , and. that i / vat 
There are many who repeat and aggravate 
 Kories to the disgrace of their. neighbours 
who are said to be influenced by no other 
motiye than the desire of hearing them. 
selves talk, and contributing to the enter - 
9 © 2 — 
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be questioned whether vanity. be ever the 


less degree, pride, envy, or malice do not 
mingle with it; or at the best, supposing 
the vain man entirely free from any vice 


in his defamatory practices, and instigated 


merely by folly, he is yet a pander to the 
vices and bad passions of others: he does 
u infinity of mischief, and that perhaps 
to che most deserving, and is guilty of the 
greatest cruelty and injustice. He, who 
uttereth slander, is a fool; he is a great 
N nn 
both in this world and the next. This as- 
eon is true, not only of a dandeter, 
properly so called of one who invents and 
propagates falschoods to the damage of 
another's reputation —but of him likewise, 
who on alight suspicions and weak grounds 


takes , up, and goes about repeating ru- 


mours, which may possibly in some de- 
| gree 
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tainment of their companions : but it May.SBRM- - 
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5 OE be true. If the esteem of his .fellog. 


creatures, be of any value in his eyes, let 
him remember, that he of all others stack 


w 
to 
th 
the least chance of poxexsing it; the in * 
nat 
a | 
con 


ventor of slander, the propagator, of ci · 

lumny, the retailer of scandal and detrac- 

tion, is the object of universal contempt 
and abhorrence: to those who are imme- ente 
diately injured by him he is particularly ba 
odious, nor is there any other kind of rob- 
ber, whom they would not more readif 
pardon, than the robber of their good 
But it is not the injured person alone 
who pursues the calumniator with his ha- 
tred ; al men make common cause against 
him ; the virtuous and noble cannot bear 
the thought of being deprived of a well 
earned reputation, and of being subjected 
to the pextilential breath of obloquy :— 
they of course hold bim in detestation, 
from whom, knowing how he behaves to- 
wards 
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themselves; nay, even the vicious dilike 
and dread him, and though, from the base 
nature of all sorts of vice, they may take 
a pleasure in listening to his defamatory” 
conversation, yet for his person they stil 
entertain an aversion; though they may 
love the slander, they hate the slanderer. 
But with his character his views in life 
must suffer at the same time, since who 
vill have dealings with, who will trust, 
usist, or promote the common enemy of 
mankind? His peace of mind too must 
be entirely gone, as he must live in per- ; 
petual apprehension of being detected and 
brought to shame, and of suffering either 
in his person or his property for his fal- 
ities and ill nature. Such, and many more, g 
ae the evils which attend the calumniator; 
ad, in addition to them, without repent- 
Vol. I. M h ance, 


mirds others, they have" 30 > much mage of 
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$EXXL- ance, he will certainly be exchuled fon 
ent of beoven, Far. if none © that 

© maketh a lie shall enter into that be 
« yealy city,” if to. qll liars their por 
be asigned. “ in the lake which hurneth 
* with fire and brimstone, then azsuredy 
most injuriously) shall be far excluded from 
happiness, and thrust down into that i- 
setable place! If, as St. Paul Says, 10 
railer, or evil speaker shall inherit the king: 
dom of God, how far from. it shall they 
be removed, who without truth or justice 
calumniate and abuse their - neighbour !- 
If of every idle or vain word we mus 
render a strict account, how much more 
of words of this kind! words, so empty of 
truth and void of equity! words, not only 
negatively vain and useless, but pogitively 
mischievous and spoken to bad purpose! 


Supposing then, it were possible that sla- 
| der 
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der $hould-here avoid detection and escape SEEM; 
punishment, - yet infallibly,- hereafter; at the X. 


WYNg 
dreadful day, it shall be disclosed, irre ver- 
sibly condemned, and inevitably recom- 
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Be mot drunk with wine, wherein is EXCESS, 
Ti dalbes of the nate of ith 10 SERM. 
s not only to instruct his audience in XI. 
those truths of which they may be igno- 
rant, but to remind them of those which 
they may have | forgotten; nay, he will 
much more frequently find himself called 
on to do the latter than the former. The 
r of men, in all material things, 
M 3 know 


166 deu Druntemes. 
_ know their duty extremely well; and when 
2 Dbbey serve from it, it is either that they 
are carried away by the violence of some 
Passion, which -trapgpanty chem to despice 
all arguments against it; or, what is - more 
frequent,” these — do not coor 
 themselves ar the time. 
- This it is, wich renders the renin 0 
good books, and listening to discourgs 
ſrom the pulpit, 30 very usefül; it is not 
that either, generally speaking, tell © yo 
any thing quite new, but” they bring w 
importance, which the cares and pleasure: 
ol the world are too apt to drive from 
| ©. you; and, by doing this ſrequeneix (if uu 
25 "have the wisdom - frequently to have r: 
curse 10 them), they at last make ch 
an impression as to r. you n 
den e. N 
. on this account that I. — 
WI Present, to dscoure against the vice 
* L 1 3 : for- 
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forbidden in che text——Arunkeihness. The s EAN. 
reasons why we düght not to be gulſty of 23 

it have been given, arid are k _ 
evety one { 4 d che ˖ * {> nne 
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piness; both in the world to comte, and it 
habits of it; it will most certainly unly prevent . 
us froth going to heaven, and in the mean 
time it is exttectifly Hurtfül to . our com- 

Fist, then, I albett that drunketitiess 
is desttuetive of our happiness in the 
world - to corte; this must be proved 
from the scriptüre, in which, in various 
places, it is strictly forbidden, and those 
who are ghilty of it are threatened with 
ke, exclusion from the kingdom of heaven. 
ee in St. Paul's epistle to the Ephesians, 
for- M 4 74 
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| SERM.. 


XI, 
Gan 


Against Drunkenness. 
we read Be not drunk, with wine, 


tc wherein is excess, —by which is meant 
that it "entirely | unfits a man for self. 
government, and reduces him to the con- 
dition of the madman or the ideot. The 


4 


dme gposdle, in writing to che Ephesians 


again, discountenances this. vice; he men- 


tions it, among many others, as incapaci- 


ment. of salvation,— 10 „Be not deceived, 
1 neither fornicators, nor _idolaters, , -+ Dor 
& « adulterers, nor efferninate, nor ,abusers 
ec © of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, 


te nor covetous, nor drunkards, shall inhe- 
« rit the kingdom of God.” Again, in his 
letter to the Galatians, describing the dif- 
ferent fruits of the spirit and of the flech, 
of the latter he SAYS Now the works 
„of the flech are manifest, which are 
10 these, adultery, fornication, unclean- 


«© ness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcrafi 


* hatred, variance, emulations, Wrath, 


8 


£ Ty” FS . — — 1 1 e 3 
strife, 
2 * \ 
1 * 
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« ders, drunkeimess,' of the which I tell 
« you before,” as I have ako told ybu in 
time past, that they which do such 
« things shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God.“ You see in what kind of com- 
adulterer, the idolater, the murderer, and 
the robber; and his vice is ranked in the 
ame class with theirs: —it is expressly 
asserted at the same time, that the king- 
dom of God can never be gained by such 
as these. Nor indeay, had scripture been | 
silent on this head, should we have been 

at any loss to conclude the same from 

the dictates of our own reason: our bodies, 

we are assured, ue members of Christ and 

temples of the Holy Ghost; can we sup- 

poze that without displeasing God we may 
convert them into mere vehicles for ghut- .. 
tonness and drunkenness Reason is the 
dixinguizhing prerogatixe of manhood; can 


e 
« $trife, ' editions, heresies, envies, E 
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of the field, of our own accord to degrade 


Against Drunkenness. 
SERM, we expect to be allowed, with impunity, 
XI. yoluntarily to divest oureclves of it? 


have we been 80 far raised above the beast 


ourselves beneath them ?a—if we do, ve 
surely cannot posaibl expect to escape 
God's wrath and condetnnation l—we can- 
not, for a moment, flatter ourselves that 
we shall be fit companions for our blessed 
I think; therefore, that it is evident, both 
of drunkenness is destructive of our pros- 
pects of salvation in the world ta come 
let us see whether it be not equally subversive 


of our happiness at present. 


Drunkenness then, 1 assert in the first 
place, destroys the health, without which 
all other blesiogs are little worth. This 
is almost zelf. evident; the least obgervs- 
tion may prove it to us; a remarkable 


Krength of constitution may indeed be 4 


pro- 
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protection for a while, but sooner or later 8 RM 


the hment will certain A 
punis y follow it cer * 


tainly will, A 
dent be to the contrary. by = A 

Drunkenness | destroys the 3 4 

appeal to yoursebves, if this be nat che ca 
Let a man's skill in his profegsion or trade 
be what, it will, if he be deficient in $0- 
briety, is it not always, a sufficient reason 
against employing him, if you can with 
any tolerahle convenience meet with any 
aer peroma e very: m me, for. ;of | 


gle e de ar all einen uncer- 
tain, whether he may not have disqualified 
himself? But if it injure his character, it 

will ol course lessen or destroy his means 
of getting his livelihood; the ,refusal of 
chose around him, to employ and place con- 
„ 
W | 3 
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1 5.ui 24. gache 
SERM. Dees ene | injures the Morals; 


. |bexkdes is being 2 heinous vice in itelf, f 


N 2 77: Fuss 


usually betrays us into many others, as it 
both heightens our passions, "and, "by ck. 
Se e e Ar of rea5on, m. 
fits us to contend with LM: enen 
miadaess, is doubly profane, hl 

doubly sensual, and the "contentious 1 man 


1, 


11189- OMI BC!) 
contentious. Enes of drink has 4 
EIN M10 (400 MOL BA 
tendency, in like manner, to n 8 inctease all our 


do imerease 


other evil propensities. | Suppozing, there- 
fore, that it had not in itself that great cri- 
minality which it undoubtedly has! yet, as it 
inflames and incapacitates us from combating 
every other vicious passioti, . all approaches to 


why. erg e rer.: P- 0 


pulous caution. 


This vice is like wise extremely prejud. 


cial to the family of the person who B 


Sully of it, boch as it unfics him for the 


. of his — with chat ability 
which 


enn Dre. 


which he might. othervize exert, d e- 83A. 
prives him of the confidence of his neigh- . A 


bours, and as it leads him into habits of 
expence, which in most cases he can in 
afford. —It is an observation of Solomon's, 
which general experience confirms to us, 
that the glutron and the drunkard dal come 
to poverty. Added likewise to this ill con- 
xequence, it is the property of this vice 1 
create moroseneas of manners and brutality 
of behaviour, which imbircers and corrodes all 
domestic intercourse.  Drunkenness shortens 
lfe, and renders, in most cages, 'death In- 
gering and painful, while, from the weakness 
both of body and mind, which it never fails 
to bring on, it indluposes us t "meet jr with. 
a decent fortitude, © © 

These, I think, are the chief arguments 
which can be brought against this disgrace- 
ful vice, and surely none can possibly be 


ronger ; let us bring them | into one view: 


x oh, ity proce it, we may be cer. 


* 
_— 
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tain that we shall not go o heaven, ant if 
the mean time it renders our äbode d 
earth a8 disagreeable as possible; if deprvet 
us of the confidence of our fellowecrenutures 
it subjects us to their contempt ; it heightens 
our bad pasiotis; it destroys our” virtues it 
unfits us for gaining a livehhood, and sup- 
porting ourselves and our fümilies as ve 
ought, and it makes us à disgrace instead of 
being an ornament, and a terror instendꝭ of x 
comfort, to our relations and friends ; it be- 
sides destroys health, shortens life, and renden 
death in most instances. dreadfully painful. 

There are many who are convinced of il 
this; but who having eurly entangled them- 
elves in the habit of drinking, have hot hi- 


| therto (notwithstanding their desires and en- 


deavours) been able to free themselves from 
it. To such may be useful, in addition td 
setting before them all the above dreadful 
consequences of their/vice, ar'exhiortation to 
avoid those situations, and to'-forsaice- host 
"x : | 2 compa- 
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oy companions, where and with whom they have SB RM. 
x been accustomed to offend ; if they will not XI. 
- do this, whatever they may pretend or think, 

they are not earnest in their wiah of zeform- 

m ing; for- the probability of their arriving at 

N it, if they reflect a moment, they cannot but 

p- perceive to be very slender. 
we 
of 


As the. arguments of those who endea- 

vour to prove too much are little attended 
1 to, 1, must observe, that it is one thing to 
e have been unintentionally betrayed in a 
en ſew single instances into this vice, and ano- 
ther to be an habitual drunkard, and. that 
these dreadful consequences which I have 


. mentioned belong particularly to the latter, : 
his nor are they to be understood as extending 
re) to him who may occasionally and without 
* premeditation have deviated from $obriety ; 
60 but yet every instance is a sin, every in- 
* Stance is unworthy of a man, much more 


* of a Christian, and if these instances are 
4 frequently repeated, they soon degenerate into 
a habit, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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SERM. a habit, and end finally in the ruin. bord o 


XI, e ” 
ul and body. | v» oe 222 3 


Let us beware of the most remote ad. 
vances-to it; if we do not, we may, with no 
bad intentions and with the utmost detestation 
of the character, become subject to it before 
we are aware, and then it will require all our 
resolution to extricate ourselves; and so great 
is the weakness of mind which it brings on, 
that, if we may judge from the experience of 
what has been the case with others, there is 
too much reason to dread that all our resolu- 

tion will be in ain. 
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2 15. 
Thos chalt wot . 


Wins the 4 * for N sub- 


SERM. 


ject of his counsels the prohibition which 1 XII. 


have just read to you, the generality of his 
adience, 1, believe, feel their conacience 
perfectly at ease; they, with much self- 
complacency, perhaps, congratulate them- 


not at all concern them : whatever are the 
vor, I. ">" "I other 


— 


telves that this, is a speculation which can- 


178 On Stealing. 

SERM. other vices wich which they may -be—juath 

XIT- charged, they hope they do not pay them. 

sSelves too high a compliment. in acquitting 

themselves f*the' Ie of stealing; they 

may therefore quietly resign themselves 

to the contemplation of their worldly cares 

and pleasures®*. ' But let me beg that you 

will not withdraw your attention for this 

reason; this commandment is more exten · 

sive, and takes in a greater variety of cas 

than you imagine, which, when you come 

to have explained to you, you may find 

perhaps, however disgusted you may be 1 

the name of stealing, that you are not abk 

WY "wholly to. exculpate TORE | from te 
Ne etc. n 

e commandments, which were 44 

'vered by Gud to Moses for the use of the 

children of Israel, contain che great heads 

of our duty: but as they are. 'only ten. i 

"mimber, and drann op in such hott terms, 
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Ow Stealing 
chem also to which we are to-atrend, ” 


I will explain my meaning Ther chird 
commandment says—** Thou shalt not take 
« the ne ol the Lors dy God in vain, 
« for the Lord will not hold him guiltless, 
« that taketh his name in vain,” Do you 
think that he alone is guilty of « breach of 
this law,” who” makes use of the name of 
God on trifling oceasions? No surely, 
i is equally broken by all kinds of swear- 
ing and' cursing whatever. "Swear not at 
all, neither by heaven, for it is God's 
throne, nor by earth, for it is his ſootstool, 
but content yourselves with a bare affirma- 

non and "denial, for whatsoever is Beyond 
these © cometh” of evil, is vicious in helf 

and a violation of the third commandment. 

In the seventh we read“ Thou halt 
not commit adultery. Sottie, perhaps, 
Y think” S 80 Statute will not reach 

Weds "N25 chem, 
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180 On Stealing. 
| SERM. them, 80. long as chey abstain from a. cri 
XII. minal intercourse with the wiſe - of another, 
” ” © however” profligate they may be in other 
certainly comprebends all unlawful com. 
merce between the sene whatever, ever 
dort of impurity, both in action} and, ene 
in word and thought. In like manner, the 
law, which: we are now considering, {is by 
no means confined to direct depredation 
on the property of mother, but comprise 
also those which are indirect; not only 
forbids openly robbing, or seecretly pilfer- 
ing, but extends like wise to cheating and 
over- reaching in all their various shapes; 
and though I do not say that the cunning 
sh man, who embraces, every, opportunity 
of taking advantage of his honest, unsw- 
character wich the highwayman ot de 
house · breaker, I do sey chat he is equal 
Auilt) of violating the precept we are no- 
it 4: | co 
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cotsicering- But there are others," Whose KHW 


transgressions against this precept are not 
o general, whose guilt is confined to a few 
cases or perhaps only to one, ho are far 


al and woc be indignant at the most re- 


mote suspieion of it: Let tue bespeak their 
attention whilse I enumerate a few. instances 


of unfair dealing, which are much too com- 


mon, and then let them ask their own con- 


science, if it can wich impartiality” acquir 


chem. 


The first frauds, I shall mention, are 
ment; to express the matter plainly, those 
which people are guilty of; when, they do 


uu enjoins. Now it is wonderful - how 


many there are, even of those who are well 


disposed, and think themselves exactly ho- 


nest in every other respect, who make no 
| EN e they will even 


N 3 argue 


X11, 
Sa 
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ne 81306, on the propriety. of it, and, Bed 
any daubts of, its rectitude.— Permit me to 


WYYN 


stare,. this, affair, clearly., and; perhaps * 
defrauding of government may appear in 
+ different, light. When a tax .is Hd, iti 
always, calculated that it will produce a cer- 
tain, aum; if it does not, another must be 
invented to supply its deficiency; now the 
most prohable method of making it fil 
short, is, to evade it, not to. pay it at al, 
or not ta pay so much as we ought to do: 
if one has a right to do this, another has; 
suppose: therefore, all to do it, another tax 
must in consequence be imposed, of equal 
burden, and we are none of us gainers. 
But suppose again (What is really the cage) 
that | zome do pay what they ought, and 
zome do not, still there will be a deficiency, 
and something else must bo ſound out to 
make up the sum of what it falls short, and 
to this, observe he, who paid to the full 


what he ought to do to the former, must 
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hkewige contribute his slr. Now theys PRAM, 


e 

0 who do net pay fairly are the cause of-this d 
0 additional burden to him, and- whetheg: then 
Fr 
KS 


cob their Heighbour wich their awn hands, 

0560. its; throught tha, medium Fr 
[- ment, makes little difference; his, Joss.' is 
5 che same, and, when the matter is properly 
Fl ad £xcuse. for à man to sa-, What sig: 
l, < nifies; what. little I diminish the revenvue.!” 
o: because, if one man has a right to do this, ® 
65 another has, and if all were to do it, the 
* consequence is sufficiently evident. Nor, 
al Again, is it any excuse to say The ge- 
. nerality of; my neighbours. are as bad as 
e) „myself; for . reformation must hegin 
nd somewhere, and it behoves every one, 
„ ( vithout- attending to his neighbour, to. take 
to care of his own:conducty; { 1 ng 
nd Next to frauds on government, I. believe, 
all . frauds; on the church, are, looked on as 


ist of the stallest consequence. This is 2 
e- — 1 N 4 subject 


184 


$ERM. subject which will not appear” to advange 


xtr. 
gt 


tate, pay proportionably less for it in con- 


in the hands of the clergy ; I shall there. 
fore merely observe, that the owner in pur. 
—— occupier in hiring an es. 


sideration of the tithes which are to come 
out ot it; that the clergyman has the dame 
title to the latter, as they have to the pos- 
session and profits of the former, cha 
which all derive from the law of the lud 
aud therefore the eighth commandment h 
violated, whenever is dues are unjusty 
withheld from him. 1 o mars 

The ang of which 


1 Shall take notice; is that whieh' the rich 


man is guilty of, when he refuses to do hie 


poor brethren justice, and sets them at de- 


1 come at it. Now, where 


fiance; because they have not the means of 
applying to the law for protection: in this 
country; thank God}: the law. ĩs impartially 
administered;' but ir requires in many cases 


a great 


R . W 
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af his rights, merely, en this idea, I deelare 
to you I think a haysebreaker: is an honest 
character in comparison with him. But 
this crime is of 800 flagrant a nature, that 
[- hope it is not very common we will 
pass to one which I fear is : there are many 
who- would: be greatly hurt at the: idea of 

finally reſuaing their riglit to those with = 
whom they are concerned, who yet make 
no scruple of vexatioushy delaying it, who 
art in the habits of withholding from their 
tradesmen and dependants beyond the time 
which custom has established, the wages 
of their honest industry. This offence is 
frequently» forbidden and menaced in the 
gcriptures: in the twenty ſourth chapter of 
Deuteronomy we read: Thou shalt not 
„ oppress an hired servant, that is poor 


© and-needy; at his day thou ahalt give 


him his hire, neither shall the sun go 


XII. „ hir heart upon it; lest - he cry agile 


rich, calling on them to wrep for dhe mi; 


of you kept back by fraud, erieth;-and 


:are chose very riches: a: temptation uith tir 


On Stedling. 
su. down upon at; for he is poor and netgth 


_ ©. thee unte the Lord, and it- be n sinount 
<< dhee.“ Sti James, in his address to the 


artes Which they are / about to endure 
mentions this crime as bne of che caues; 
46 Beböld the kire of the labaurers; \who 
„ have reaped dawn pour fields,-whith i 


ee the cries of theth which have reaped an 


5-Sabbaotl,?; ri boob bra nmel: 


But as the wealthy ace) remptcdatb ſteſur 


or to delay doing jusnce:tb the por, from 
— 8 
the po ber of doing it With impunity; 


poor th be less Serupulaus in their: cundult 


itowareis the weatrhye: What, a the), 


„ ilb a rich man be the worse for what 
little we take: from im? he will scarer 


au « mis 
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« miss ity and-how lergely-will it contribute a r, 
to the comſort of our families! Bur this X74 


is a very wrong method of - arguing z for 
though the circumstance of its not being 
heavily ſele, by che person against whom it 
is committed; may be me slight miti- 
gation of -a crime, it will never make it 
no ctime at all. A thief is still a chief, 
though the person from whom he has 
stolen, were possessed of all the riches of 
the East. Other violations of the eighth 
commandment (besides directly bearing off 
che property of another) of which the poor 
may be giulty, are, breaches of trust, that 
is, either themselves defrauding their zu- 
periors, or suffering them to be defrauded 
of ihose things which are committed to 
their charge ; breaches of agreement, the 
not performing the work- which they have 
covenanted to do for a certain stipend, or 
the designedly doing it in a negligent and 
improper way 


2 But 


© On 2a is 
But besides these acts of injustice, which 
Pass between superiors and inferiors, then 
are many which take place between equal, 
or those who are considered as such with 
regard to the” traffic which is pasting be- 
tween them. * As à nail sticketh far be- 
« tween the joining of stones, 50 does dn 
tick close between buying and 6elling, 
I do not think it netestary to dwell on th 
guilt of a deficiency in weights" and mes- 
in which a tradesman deals, and other ini 
© quirous practices of à similar nature, the 
atrociousness of which is so evident, that 
 n6thing, which can be said, can exhibir it i 
dbronger colours but it may be-necessar, 
az it is certainly cotsistent with truth, to 
bemacke, that all exhorbitant profits are un- 
fair and fraudulent, as are likewise;" in the 
I very highest degree, all 'advantiges which 


1 are taken by the cunning on gerierosit), 
& peaceableness and simplicity. Do un 
cc all 
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« all men. a you would that they should SERM. 


« do unto vous“, put vourzelf in the case. 
of the. person with. whom you are con- 
cerned, and n act by him, as you could 
reasgnabhy desire, if you were to change 
situations, that he should act by you. Oh 
cellent rule l and how safe would they be 


tom either knowingly. or inadyertently 
which relate to their duty towards their 


neighbour! - No. need then to explain and 


point. out their extensiye meaning; a good 
heart is the best interpreter; one comment, 
which ia zincerely drawn from that source, 
is worth a thousand precepts. What a world 
. would: this be, if all men would persuade 
themselves to be guided by the above · men- 
tioned: rule! Evils, dpubtless, would still 
exist, svch as sickness, loss of friends, and 


some others; but all these are nothing, ei- 


cher in number or in weight, i in comparison 


with 


„44 —2ͤ—.2 —-— UU!U! 
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190 On Stealing. | 
S$ERM. with those which, from malice or velf-inte. 
II. rest, we inflict on each other. 

I will conclude with an assertion, which 
experienec will strongly impress upon you, 
that the impolicy of 2 fraudulent” ,dispoi- 
tion is not less than the wickedness of it; 
it is always, sooner or later, detected, and 
detection is ine vitably followed 'by. contempt 
and distrust, On the other hand, the man 
of striet integrity, however law in situs- 

= | tion and circumstances, will be sure to be 
respected and trusted, and the respect and 
confidence of those around us is the most 
But supposing it otherwise, supposing that 
the villain, were to prosper by his frauds, 
-apd. had sufficient artifice to hide them, and 
to maintain the esteem of his: fellow. crea- 
tes, and supposing further, that the ho- 
nest man passed his life: in indigence and 
-bsgrace,. still the case of the latter is in- 
* r:bauely preferable to that of the former; 
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zince there is a day coming, when this un- SERM. 
equal distribution will be fully rectified, when XII. 
the prosperous knave shall find how little he 


has acquired by his dishonesty, though he 
should have gained the whole world, when 
he has lost his own soul, and the conscienti- 
ous upright man, who has been exposed to 
unmerited sufferings on account of his inte- 
grity, will meet with ample recompence in 
the enjoyment of unfading felicity for ever 
and ever. Et 
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AGAINST SWEARING. 
—ññ 


Exopus xx. 7. 


Thou - shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain, for the Lord will not bold bim 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

Or the various vices into which mankind s E Il. 

are betrayed by passion or inattention, there XIII. 

is no one which is committed on such 

«light temptation, and of consequence with 

zuch little excuse, as the vice of common 

wearing. The folly of it is on an equality 

with the guilt, That from all other sing 

zome present profit or pleasure is either 5 
Vor. I. O reaped | 


Against Swearing. 


SERM.reaped or expected, even those, who are 


As WEIS most averse from them, cannot but ac- 


knowledge; but the joys or hopes of the 
swearer, none, I believe, but himself can 
\ conceive, Yet some satisfaction he mus 
have, some end he must propese to him- 
self, however strange it may appear, but it 
is worth his consideration, whether they arc 
adequate to the heinous guilt and extreme 
danger which he incurs. 

| The practice 1s strictly forbidden in thoæ 
tables which were delivered by Moses w 
the Jews, and which were written immed- 
ately by the finger of God: „ Thou hal 
ce not take the name of the Lord thy God 
de in vain, for the Lord will not hold hin 
« guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” 
The meaning of which is—Thou halt not 
on any but the most serious occasions men- 


tion the name of the Lord thy God, for if 
thou doest, the Lord will look upon thee 
as extremely guilty, and will most K. 
: 2 verch 


1 


1 


s 2 


ed- 
hal 
God 
him 
in 
t not 
men- 
for if 
thee 
t K 
yerelſ 


Against Swearing. 


verely punish thee, But perhaps it may be $&RM-» 
said, this was only binding on the people XIII. 


of Brael, and might merely be meant, as 
it is well known the chief part of their ce 
remonial law was, to preserve them from 
the idolatry of the nations around them ; 
but it happens that Christ, our master and 
law-giver, has repeated and even extended 
the prohibition :—*. Ye have heard that it 
e hath been said of them of old time, Thou 
« shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt per- 
0 form to the Lord thy God thy oaths; 
4 but I say unto you, swear not at all, nei- 
« ther, by heaven, for it is God's throne, 
« nor by earth, for it is his footstool, nei- 
« ther by Jerusalem, for it is the city of 
« the, great king, neither shalt thou swear 
« by thy head, for thou canst not make one 
e hair black or white, but let your com- 
« munication be Yea, Yea, Nay, Nay, for 
« whatsoever is more than these cometh of 
* evil,” 0 
O 2 These 
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S$ERM. These oaths, which are here forbidden, 


Af. 5 
rr, it Seems, customary among the Jews; 


they perhaps thought by them to evade the 
third commandment, and to reap the ad- 
vantage of swearing (Whatever it is) with- 
out incurring the guilt; but our Saviour 
teaches his disciples a” different lesson; he 
tells them; that every thing beyond a be- 
rious affirmation or denial proceedeth. from 
Something bad in the disposition, and ls 
dictated by the devil: Whatsoever is 
& more than these cometh of evil, or of the 
& evil one,” the same word being used in the 
original language, which is applied on other 
occasions to our grand adversary. 

These express ptohibitions of the Al- 
mighty and his Son, together with the as 
surance of the extreme guilt, which we com- 
tract by the practice of this vice, and the 
Knowledge that it is the great enemy of ou 
souls who tempts us to commit it, ought 
| alone to be sufficient to make us abstain 
$63 2 e . from 
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| pint Ion, | 
from it, though we were able 9, give, GRAN. 
account of the cause why it is required of us; 


but if it shall appear, that in this (as in all 
other of his commandments) God consults 
our good, a. 
be doubly binding, 

Familiarity, it is generally 1 is 
removed but one step from contempt. A 
respect and reverence for the Almighty is 
the great foundation of religion and virtue, 
the only firm and constant principle which 
can incite us uniformly to what is right, 
and deter us from what is wrong. Now I 


think it cannot but tend greatly to under- 


mine this respect, and to destroy this re- 
verence, if we are perpetually on slight 
occasions and in our casual and daily dis- 
courses, bringing in the name of God, and 
appeding to him. Experience may con- 
vince us, that this opinion is well founded; 
for it rarely, if ever, happens, but the com- 


mon mwesrer is equally disgbedient $0 many 
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SERM. of che other precepts and prohibitions of 
Fs religion ; his vice is of too infectious a 
quality to be a solitary one, it is usually 

either accompanied or followed by a large 
One of the greatest men that these king- 
doms have produced, is said never, even on 
the most serious occasions, to have pro- 
nounced the name of God, without making 
a considerable pause; whether it was that 
he might reflect on the infinite perfections 
of him whom he was naming, or whether 
he was pondering if the subject were of zul 
ficient importance to authorize the mention 
of the Deity,—so thoroughly and awfully 
„ e eee wo Q 


Fe majesty | 
Indeed, whatever may be [pretended „ 


those who are perpetually appealing to their 
maker on the most trifling and empty oc- 
casions, whenever they think fit to be u. 
grey, or earnest, or imperious, or | jocular, 
a 6 1 . i 
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it is very certain that religion can have SRRNM. 
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in 1 | 4 XIII. 
taken no deep root in their hearts. The II 


fear of God, the scriptures frequently de- 
clare, is the only sure basis of obedience 
to his laws; now it is absolutely impos- 
sible that a man should have a proper fear 
of a person, with whose name he is conti- 
nually making so free! But the keeping 


God's commandments can alone insure to 


us happiness, both in this world and the 
next: when, therefore, he ordered us to 
abstain from a practice, which would lead 
us to violate them, it was clearly our good 
which he was consulting. Whether then 
we regard the Almighty's - ordinance, or 
pay respect to our own interest, we are in- 
dissolubly bound to be obedient to the third 

commandment. , 
I will now consider some of be reasons 
given for swearing, and some of the argu- 
ments alleged in its defence. One of the 
most usual excuses of the common gwearer 
O4 is, 


200 Alaiuis Swearing, 
SERM. is, that he has got such a habit of it, chas 
AI. he does not know when he. offends ; this 
WOW 
may be said perhaps with equal truth of 
many other ill habits, but is in fact, not the 
least extenuation of their guilt ; it is indeed 
rather an aggravation of it, for to what a 
degree must we have offended, before we 
become so hardened, as not to be sensible | 
whether we offend or not, No one can | 


pretend that he began the practice of swear 
ing, or any other evil practice, without a 


knowledge of its being wrong, and frequent 
checks and remonstrances of his conscience: 
it is in contradiction and defiance to these 
that he must have acquired that habit of 
vice, which he now alleges in its excuse; 
the criminality of contracting the habit is 
entirely his own, and it is a well-known 
{ maxim in equity, that no one is to be suf- 


et not then the swearer think to escape 
- the punishment denounced against oaths 


— _ MOD . „ 
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and imprecations, by pleading that he knows nN, 
not when he  utters them; it is himself XItx. 


alone, who is to blame for having attained 
to such 2 pitch of proflicacy ; though from 
the frequency of his presumption, he may 
not always take notice of it himself, he 
may be assured God does; and notwith- 
standing the inattention and forgetfulness, 
which the custom of doing this frequently 
produces, there is a day coming when every 
. 
counted for, 

Another excuse of che common wearer 
is, hat he really means no harm —chis is 
2 curious plea : he is daily and howly per- 
haps acting in defiance to an express com- 
mand of his Creator, and insulting his 
Gad to his face, and he thinks to atome 
for it by saying that he means no harm! 
Even if the vice, of which he is guilty, 
were not $0 strictly forbidden, it is of the 

| self 
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'$ERM, self and others; it tends to lessen, both in 
Ain , Loca: 2c ak eta 
GR his own breast and in the estimation of 


those around him, that awful veneration 
| for the divine majesty, which is the surest 
guardian of his laws. And surely, if thi 
be the effect of a practice, it is not the 
pretence 'that our intentions are innocent, 
and will exculpate or procure us forgire- 
ness. | es 
A third set of swearers are those who 
profess that they are obliged to it, that 
© they mean by it to gain observance of what 
they say, that their oaths are merely in- 
"tended to procure belief to their assertions, 
or give importance to their commands, re- 
"proofs, and menaces. To say nothing of 
the very great reflection which, by such a 
defence, these persons throw on their own 
veracity and dignity, it is much to be $us- 
pected that the very end, which they pro- 
pose to themselves by the violation of a 
plain precept of their religion, is not at- 
22 tained. 
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txined. The most solemn things, when $ERM, 


frequently used, lose much of their con- 
sequence; one of the reasons why so great 
a stress is laid upon an oath in a court of 
justice, is, that it is a mode of affirmation 
which is uncommon: and therefore he who 
, binds himself by it, is by 20 much the len 
likely to be guilty of a falsity. 

Now when the same appeal to God is 
observed on every trifling occasion in our 
familiar conversation, oaths become of no 
greater importance than other assertions ; 
and if I would not believe the common 
swearer on his bare word, so neither would 
believe him, whatever imprecation he 
might add to it, since he is constantly 
furnighing me with proof that he himself 
sets no higher value on the one than he 
does on the other. Is not this the case? 
Let the blasphemer deny it if he can !—to 
himself I would refer it, whether the sim- 
ple affirmation of a serious person does 


XIII. 
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Proofs, or the threats of a person in autho- 
rity,” are more efficacious from being at- 
nnen 
same ion which I have just | made; 
when oaths and curses are used on every 
occasion, they are no more regarded than 
other words, they are looked on as coming 
of course, and those to whom they are d. 
rected are not influenced by them in ay 
additional degree; But if the case were 
otherwise, supposing them to have all the 
weight that they were expected, it is worth 
our consideration, whether the acquisition 
of à little temporary authority with our 
ſellow- creatures be worth purchasing at 
the expence of our eternal salvation. | 
These are the chief reasons and argu- 
ments, which men bring in support of this 
-heinous and too common vice: you see 
:how little there is in them, _ 
ä I hall 
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1 shall conclude with observing, that SERM, | 
there are many to be met with, who would. En 


be shocked at the idea of plain, *downright* 
Swearing, with whom it is yet grown into 
a custom to approach very near to it; they 
dare not take the name of their Creator in 
yain in a direct manner; but chew the dad⸗ 


ness of their intentions by dlsgulsing so- 


lem words, till they are less disgusting 
to the ear, though equally offensive to the 
judgmetit. ' These ' half- bred” reprobates 
prove chat they would be wicked, if they 
durst; ahd 1 know not whether" the * con 
sciousness of being wrong, which their cau- 
tion declares, does not augment their cri- 
minality. Abstain from all appearance of 
evil; let us not only ze virtuous, but let us 
endeavour to appear so. He who ventures, 
in defiance of the remonstrances of his con- 
science, to approach the borders of any 
vice, and, much more, he- who delights to 
put on its semblance, too clearly evinces 


his , 


A Swearing. 


beat. his evil principles; though his words and 
A actions may seem outwardly under some 


| little restraint, his heart is certainly un- 
sound. Tex 

: Be it our care to aim at perfection : not- 
withstanding - our most strenuous efforts, 
we Shall still, alas! fall too short of it; 
but if we only endeavour not to be openly 
profligate, not to be notoriously depraved, 
and content ourselves with even less than 
negative virtue, we may be assured ve 
chall never attain that degree of holines, 
which can alone entitle us to see the Lord. 
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ö And when they were come to the place 
which is called Calvary, there they -eru- 


Ta day being appointed by our church gg ny, 
to be kept holy, in memory of our Sa- xIv. 
viour's crucifixion, I shall give you a short 
account of the principal circumstances 
which preceded and accompanied that most 
important event. There being, as we might 
expect, some small difference in the man- 

N 1 ner 
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$E RM, ner in which the four evangelists relate 
XIV. their story, some of them omitting parti. 
culars which others have put down, I $hal 
not confine myself to any one of them, but 
shall draw from the writings of all, the four, 
whatever may appear -to me most worthy 


22 


of our notice, OE 
When Fesus Christ had finished the work 
which he came upom earth to perform, 
when he had given men all the instruction 
for their conduct which was necessary, and 
nad proved: to them 'sufficiently, by the mi- 
rucles which he performed, that he was vent 
by God, he prepared himself to complete 
the purpose of his coming, by submitting 
& 4 voluntary death; "and accortingh, 
though he well knew the malice of his ene- 


mies, and the plots which they were laying 


for his destruction, he © resolutely deter- 
mined to go up to Jerusalem, ar che preat 
beast of the passover. The chief priests and 
elders of the Jews had alt along lied Jus, 
I < | . partly 
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partly from envy on account of the inno- SK AN. 
cence of his life, and the great character XIV. 
which his wisdom and his miracles pro- | 
cured him, and partly because he affirmed 
himself to be the Christ whom their pro- 
phets had foretold would come, and whom 
indeed themselves expected: but they er- 
roneously looked for a very different sort 
of Christ from him; they looked not for a 
meek, an humble, a lowly Saviour, a com- 
panion of the poor, and a friend of the dis- 
tressed. but they flattered themselves 
with the hopes of à mighty prince, who 
mould free them from the yoke of che Ro- 
mans, to which they now reluctantly sub- 
mitted, and should enable them to subdut 
ind place them at the head of all the na- 
tions of the earth. Their disappointment 
was great, and their rage at this disappoint- 
ment not less. The bulk of the people, 
however, who had heen spectators of our 
Saviour's wonderful works, had seen the 
Vox. I. = 1 dumb 
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" S$ERM, dumb made to speak, the deaf to heat, the 
XIV. blind to see, and even the dead raised, — 


WY 


loved. and respected him: these enemies gf 


his, therefore, were, afraid to seize him 


openly, lest a tumult should be made, and 
the people rescue him, and accordingly 
they sought and found means, by, corrupt. 
ing one of his immediate followers, Judas 
Iscariot, to execute their plan privately, 
when only his usual attendants were about 
o | | 


— 


E may seem perhaps extraordinary that 


Jesus, who certainly had a perfect know- 
ledge of future events, should choose such 
2 person as Judas to be an apostle; but 
there are reasons which, may be given for 


it, that take away the wonder. The twelve 


z postles were always about Jesus; non, 


perhaps, it might have been said, if they 


had, all continued united, that the religion 


2 which they afterwards preached, was con- 


© / .certeq,, .amopgst them for me. worldyy 
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end, and was a false religion; but as one s E RM. 


of them went so far as to betray ks 
master, he certainly would have dlisco- 
vered the secret, had there been one; or 
had there been any blot in Christ's life 6+ 
manners, he could not but have been glad 
to have revealed it: but we find nothing 
of this kind; on the contrary, when he bw 
his injured master seized, and likely to be 
executed, his conscience smote him, he 
returned the wages of his iniquity, and 
went and put himself to death. So you sce 
our Lord's choosing such a person as Judas 
for an attendant has its uses. It was while 
they were sitting at table, partaking of the 
east of the passover, that he gave the first 
hint that one of the twelve should betray 
him; and they were all much hurt at it, 
and anxiously solicitous each of them to 
know if it should be himself; but Peter 
beckoned to John, who was placed next 
to Christ, to ak him which of them it 

; " would 
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dN. would be? © He it is, to whom I shall 


give a Sop, when I have dipped it;“ and he 


gave it to Judas Iscariot. It was at this ſame 


last supper that he instituted the Sacrament, 
to be observed by all his followers of every 
age, in remembrance of his death, and it 
Was here likewise that he rose from table, 
and condescended to wash and to wipe his 
disciples' feet, setting an example, as he 
himself said, of the humility and benevo- 
| lence, which it was the duty of  Christians 
to practise. If I, who am your lord 
«and master, do this humble office for 
e you, how much more ought you to do 
* eyery kind of good service towards each 
« other!“ But he foretold not alone that 
Judas should betray him; he foretold like- 
wise that all his other disciples should for- 
sake him 1 in his danger, and to Peter par- 
ticularly, who made vehement protestations 
of the constancy with which he would stand 
by him, he foretold that ere the cock eren, 
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he would deny | him thrice. It was imme- sun. 
. _ . 1 XIV, 
diately on rising from this supper, that he , 


vent into the garden of Gethsemane, where 
he suffered that dreadful agony, $0 dreadful 
that the sweat burst from him like clots of 
blood, or, as some understand it, real blood 
burst through the pores of his skin. It 
was now likewise that he prayed so ear- 
nestly three times in the same words: 
« Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
« from me; nevertheless, not my will 
« but thine be done.” St, Luke tells us, 
that an angel was sent from heaven to 
comfort and support him, There seem to 
be two difficulties here, which deserve to be 


considered. If Jesus knew that he came 


into the world for the express purpose of 
dying on the cross for the sins of men, 
which he certainly did know, how comes it 
that when the hour was approaching, he 
should pray so fervently against it? This 
is the first difficulty, and perhaps it may 
P. 3 be 
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SERM. be done away thus; he did not really mean 


that he wished to be exempt from the 
cross, but I think we may understand his 
words thus: Father, though the weak- 
5 ness natural to the human body, with 
* which I am clothed, would prompt me 
to desire to avoid the cruel sufferings 
© that I am about to undergo, yet, as it 
© is the salvation of the world which I $hall 
* accomplich by such sufferings, I sub- 
mit, 4 not my will but thine be done.” 
Each time, you observe, he concluded his 
petition, with declaring himself resigned to 
his father's purpose. The other difficulty 
is bew to account for his dreadful agony: 
it could not arise merely from the fear of 
death; that appears to be quite inconsist- 
ent with the heroic fortitude which he had 
displayed through the whole course of his 
-Ufe; nor is it at all probable, superior to 
Al weaknesses as was his character, thut 
de should have felt such extreme tetrors 

oy „ at 


i ww wo T 


On the Crucifixion. 


at submitting to that which tmiultitudes/ ofs b RN. 


his followers, of every age and of both 
Sexes, afterwards encountered for his sake, 
not merely with unconcern, but even with 
joy. It could not arise from any imagi- 
nation which he had of the anger of God, 
for he knew that God was never better 
pleased with him than at this time. There 
are two accounts given of this matter, and 
as nothing certain can be determined on 
it, I must leave you to adopt that which 
you shall think most probable. Either will 


convey to us a most- solemn and important 


lesson. One is, that the pains under which 


Jesus now laboured, were inflicted by the 


immediate hand of God himself; that they 
were of the same kind as the wicked shall 
Suffer hereafter, and if this were the case, 
they were certainly such as man never 
elt, and the anguish which he expressed 


was no more than adequate to the cause. 


Whether it was (if we adopt this cause of 
P 4 his 
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EAM, his suffering) that these pains were neces. 


er to complete the end for which he de- 
scended on earth, namely, the redemption 
of the souls of mankind; or whether he 
endured them as a warning to give men a 
proof of the dreadful anguish- which await 
the impenitently wicked, —anguish, which 
shewed itself so visibly even in the Lord of 
life—which of these two were the reason 


of his having this ' misery laid on him, is 


uncertain z but either of them are suff 
cient to declare to ug the vast malignity 
of sin, ere F 162 


exposes us. 
Another cause of his agony, which is 


axigned by some, is [this—that he had at 


_ this time before his eyes, in the strongest 
light, the heinous and malignant nature of 
sin, and God's severe thireatenings against 


and though he could not but be sensible 


that, by the death he was about to undergo, 


he should rescue those from it who chow 


to 
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to adopt him for their master, yet he too SERMy , 
well knew, at the same time, how much IV. 


his benevolent purpose would be defeated 
by a sinful and adulterous world, and how 
many, in defiance of all his care and suffer- 
ing, would be resolute to . perigh. ' This, 
some think, will account fully for the ex- 
treme anguish which he appears to have 


undergone. However this be, it was to this - 


garden of Gethsemane (a place it seems. to. 


conducted those persons whom the priests. 
and elders had commissioned to apprehend 
tim. Now it had been agreed that Judas 
should point out Jesus to them by kissing 


him, which he accordingly did, saying at 


the same time, Hail, master!“ to whom. 
our blessed Lord returned this mild an- 
wer Friend, wherefore art thou come? 
* is it to betray the Son of Man with a 
% Kiss? His disiples, however, when 
they zaw their beloved master seized, were 

not 


which he frequently resorted) that Judas 
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SERM. not $0 patient; and one of them, Peter, 

XIV. drew a sword and cut off the ear of a zer- 
© 

vant belonging to the high priest: for this 

he was reprehended by Jesus, and ordered 

to put up his word; © Thinkest thou,” added 

he, © that I cannot now pray to my Father, 

« and he shall presently give me more 

e than twelve legions of angels? but how 

then shall the prophecies be fulfilled, 

e which foretell my death? At the same 

time, he touched the servant's ear, and mi- 

raculously healed it! He then addressed 

himself to those who were sent to appre- 

hend him, and thus expostulated with 

them“ Are ye come out against me a 

tc against a thief, with swords and with 

. staves? why did you not take me in the 

, „ day while I was teaching (as 1-constantly 

© did) in the temple ?—but- this is your 

* hour; and ye are permitted to do this, 

& that the scriptures may be. fulfilled,” — 

It was now that, according . to his predic« 
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tion, all his disciples deserted him. Peter, SE RM. 


however, and one of the others, followed XIV. 


him at a distance to the high priest's house, 
whither he was conducted; and it was here 
that, as our Lord had foretold, Peter three 
times denied that he was acquainted with 
him; and immediately the cock crew; and 
Jesus, at the same time, casting a reproach- 
ful look upon him, his conscience smote 
him—and he went out and wept bitterly, 
But the high priest, and the other rulers of 
the Jews, are now assembled in council, 
and Jesus is brought before them: to the 
questions which are put to him, he answers 
very sparingly, well knowing how little it 
would avail him; he, however, denied not 
that he was the Son of God, but asserted 
that hereaſter they should be convinced of 
it, when they saw him sitting at the right 
hand of God, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven. Upon this, the high priest de- 
klare that he had spoken blasphemy; and 

they 
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SERM. they all clamorously gave their opinion 
5 that he was deserving of death; and they 


began to insult him in various ways, some 
spitting on him, some buffeting him, and 
some covering his eyes, and then calling on 
him to prophesy, to tell by inspiration, 
who it was that struck him, But it ws 
now morning, and by this time the Roman 
governor was Sitting in his judgment hall; 
they therefore takes Jesus, and bind him, 
and conduct him thither. To understand 
this, you must remember that the Jews 
had been conquered by another nation, cal- 
led the Romans, and were now entirely 
subject to them, and were even governed 
by an officer set over them by that nation; 
this officer was, at this time, Pontius Pilate, 
It is probable that they had not the power 
of determining in capital cases, but merely 
of trying such smaller offences as might 
deserve punishments short of death; and, 


eng, being rexolved to be satisfi 
with 
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Jesus, they were obliged to have tecourse 
to the Roman magistrate. It is observ- 
able, that when they came before him they 
changed the ground of their accusation; 
at the high priest's house, they had only 
charged Jesus with styling himself the 
Christ, and the Son of God, and with say- 
ing that he would destroy the temple; but, 
when they are before Pilate, they allege 
that they found him perverting the nation, 
and forbidding to give tribute to Cæsar 
(the Roman emperor, who was Pilate's 
master) and, likewise, that he pretended 
to be a king. The two first of these ac- 
cusations were manifestly false, and on the 
last they put a wrong construction; for 
Jesus had all along been a peaceable and 
quiet subject: and though he justly might 
style himself a king, he always, as he did 
to Pilate, confessed that his kingdom was 
not of this world. In general, however, 

he 


with nothing less than the destruction of SERNM. 
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XIV. before the Roman magistrate as he had 


done before the high priest of the Jews, 
answering very 5paringly, and usually not 
at all, to his questions. Pilate appears to 
have been greatly surprised at this; he 
was however perfectly convinced of Jesus 
innocence, / and over and over again de- 


_ Glared that he found him quite guiltes 


of those offences which were laid to his 
charge: he laboured besides, earnestly, to 
be excused from condemning him; and a 
there was a custom, at this time of the 
year, always to release one prisoner, he 
was desirous that Jesus should be the man, 


and proposed it to the people mote than 


once; but they all, at the instigation of 


their rulers, cried out ſor the release of 


Barabbas, a rebel and a murderer, and in- 
treated that he would crucify Jesus, and 


even threatened him that they should lool 


en him as guilty of disaffection to his 


Master 
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master if he [acquitted him. This last ar- SERMy 


gument seems to have prevailed with him; 
and at length, though reluctantly, he com- 
plied with their wishes. This Pilate was 
guilty of divers acts of oppression and 
injustice in the administration of his go- 
vernment; and jt seems to have been 8 
dread of provoking the resentment of | the 
principal men of the Jewish nation, and 
inducing them to lay his crimes before 
Czsar, and this among the rest, that he 
had guffered a person who called himselt 
2 king to escape that prevailed on him 
to condemn one whom he knew to be in- 
nocent: he however, as I observed before, 
very reluctantly complied; and even in 
passing sentence called for water, and 
washed his hands (as if that would excust 
him) saying, I am innocent of the blood 
« of this just person, see ye to it. — To 
"hich the Jews Wl replied, His blood he 
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IV. was now again subjected to every kind of 


WY 


insult and outrage; he was scourged, pit 
upon, beaten; he had a crown of thorns 
placed on his head, a purple or sene 
robe (the dress of royalty) on his boch, 


and a reed by way of sceptre put into hi 


right hand, and the soldiers in mock humi- 


kation howed their knees to him, and cried 


« Hail king of the Jews!” Art length they 


lead him to the place of execution, and fi 


him to the fatal cross; and with him, like: 
wise, they crucify two robbers, the one 
on his right hand and the other on his left 
Crucifixion was a death which the Romans 
never inflicted but on those whom they 
esteemed the vilest of criminals; it wa 
most excruciatingly painful, and at the 
zamne time very lingering, since the sufferer 
was fixed to the cross by nails which were 
driven through his hands and feet, and he 
died by the blood which flowed from thost 


wounds. 
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circumstances | occtirred after Jesus was 


" fined to the cross. Great as must have 


been his sufferings, his usual benevolence, 
his usual amiable temper, does not forsake 


him. The miserable condition, in which he 


must now have appeared to his enemies, 
does not exempt him from their insults; 
they continue to ridicule and to mock him, 
calling to him repeatedly to descend from 
the cross, that they might believe in him; 
and reproaching him, that though he had 
saved others, he could not save hitmself ;— 
yet he does not lose his wonted patience, 
he does not break out into any angry re- 
monstrances; on the contrary, 'he offers 


up for them his dying prayers,— Father, 


« forgive them, they know not what they 
« do.” Of the two robbers, who were cru- 
cified with him, one of them, unmindful 
of his own melancholy situation, joined in 
A their 


wounds: | Some interesting and affecting en Al. 
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SEIN. their derisions with the — 
n on which. he. was: rebulgd. by. 
dias other,, who vindicated 3 a qe 

sus, and then applying to Ne * f *w 
Fane favour for thus speaking-for * 
— hat... memorable, gromix — 
e Verily I say unto thee, to-day shalt tha 
be wick me in Paradizee” CESS 
omit another 1nteresting and MOVng Clt- 
: —— oo at- this 1 * 

| Janus secing his mother, and John. 
ea nem be. dad re parcel 
loved, standing near the cross, _— 
her in the. forlorn condition he vas abo 
to leave her n 
already dead) he said to her, n 
4 ohn, — Woman, behold thy son; 5 
then addressing himself to John, he added, 
« behold thy mother; and John, your 
fectly conceived his See _— 
from that hour to his own | ” 
x | 
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now Jes, knowing that all * things eie nn. 
relating to his' life” om earch were accom- , 
plished, that the scripture might be ful- 
filed in chis also (David having foretold of 
him, that in his thirst they should give him 
vinegar to drink) he said, “I thirs,” and 
one ran and dipped a sponge into some 
vinegar, put it upod & rend, and offered 
it to him; and when he had received it; he 
said, © It is finished, “ i. e. The work that 
« ] came to do is perfected; Father, into 
* thy hands I conjmend my spirit: and 
he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 

Many wonderful occurrences accompanied 
his death; there was à preternatural darka 
dess over the whole country for | threp 
hours, and the veil of the temple, which 
separated the holy of hokes from the other 
part of it, was torn, shewing that Christ 
had now opened a way into the former; 
and the earth did quake, and the rocks were 
* Q 2 ; ' rant, 


Qu the Crucifixion, 


RN. rent, and 4 grayes were : opened, and 


XIV. 
2 
| went into the holy city, and shewed them- 


— 


many bodies of Saints that slept arose, and 


selves uno many after his resurrection. 


S0 many particulars: have. offered, them 


gelves to our notice, that 1 have already 


exceeded the bounds of -a common dis- 


course; I shall therefore only add, . that 


nothing can be a greater persuasive to a 
| virtuous life than the reflection on thes: 
cruel sufferings of Christ for our sakes. 


They shew, in the most alarming light, 
the heinous nature of sin, and warn us hoy 


impossible it is we should escape, if ve 
neglect the great salvation which is offered 
us. But they work not on our fears alone, 
but on our hopes and on our. gratitude, 

What great things must God have in store 


for us, if we obey him, who hath not with- 
held from us his only son! and if we have 
any generosity, how much ought it (in re- 
* tum 


, 
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urn for this vast obligation) to be the en- SERM. 
deavour of our lives to know and to serve XIV. 
him, more particularly when we recollect 
likewise, that in the knowledge of him 
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SERMON XV. 
r DYING THIEF, 
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ST. LUKE XXI11. 43. 


And Ferus said unto him, Verily I ray unte 
thee, to-day halt thou be with me in 
Paradise. | 


W 


W azsy our blessed Saviour was suspended SE RM. 
to the cross, we are told that his dying *Y: 
moments were interrupted by the mock- 1 
eries and insults of the surrounding mul - 

titude: of the two thieves likewise, who 

were crucified on each side of him, one, 
unmindful of his own melancholy situa- 

tion, joined in their derisjons with gur 
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$ERM. Lord's other adversaries,—* If thou be 
| | . 8 te the Christ, save thyself and us.” But 


" the other rebuked him, saying, . Doest thou 


te not fear God, seeing thou art in the same 
« condemnation? and we indeed justly, for 


« we receive the due reward of our sins; 


&« but this man hath done nothing 'amiss.” 
And then addressing himself to Jesus, 2 
if claiming a recompence for thus speaking 
in his vindication, . Lord, remember me, 
« when thou comest into thy kingdom.” 
And Jesus said unto him, “ Verily I ay 
« unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with me 
te in Paradise,” 
There are many men, who, though not 
very attentive to scripture in general, not 
very apt to lay a stress on particular parts 
of it, yet dwell much and insist strongly on 
this story of the dying thief; they console 
themselves under their own. apprehensions 
by this precedent, and endeavor to persuade 
themselves from it, that a profligate life and 
67 4 . 5 eternal 
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eternal salyation are by no. means incom- s ERM. 
E ided th do but out XV. 
patible, prov1 e sinner cry 


to his Redeemer for pardon a short time 
before his death. © If,” say they, mercy 
« was thus granted to the murderer and 
© the robber, to one who had carried his 


© jniquities, to such an enormous pitch, 


© that they had drawn down on him an ig- 
«.nominious death from the laws of his 
country; if such a flagitious person, only 
calling on his Saviour in his last mo- 
© ments, could receive the promise of Pa- 
e radise, surely we may expect it on better 
grounds, who, though we confess that 
* we do not altogether conform to the pre- 
cepts of our religion, yet at least steer 
* clear of those atrocious crimes which are 
* the objects of capital punishment from 

© human laws.” Alas! how desirous men 
are to deceive themselves, and how eager 
to seize on every circumstance which my 


contribute to- the, delusion ! In the first 


place, 


25 
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$ERM. place, the case before us is of 50 particular 


— 
itz singularity alone in a matter of such 


* P 


Syrely, what happened at such an extraor- 
dinary juncture, affords no argument gf 


a nature, that it can never happen again; 


unspeakable importance, and where a mis- 
take is irreparable destruction, qught ty 
prevent us from laying any stress upon it 
The redemption of the universe was & 
this instant accomplishing by the death of 
the Son of God himself Surely, when 
mercy on so extensive and magnificent ; 
plan was working to the whole of mankind 
no general conclusion can be drawn from 


a particular act of grace, which was vouch- 


saſed to an individual, a partaker of the 
same sufferings with the Lord of lite,. and 


who in that dreadful extremity, when al 
others were either insulting or forsaking 
him, openly acknowledged his faith and re; 
liance upon him 2 — Lord, remember me, 


« when thou comest into thy kingdom * 


the 


2 


The Dying | This .. 235 
the efficacy of a dying repentance in ge- SERM. 


| XV. 
neral, even though we were certain that —- 


bone ES SED >... 3s... Bs. - on. > Ak. a. 


this favoured malefactor had never repented 
of his sins, and acknowledged his Redeemer 
before. But this is by no means 30 clear; 
it is very possible, that of whatever enor- 
mities this poor penitent might formerly 
have been guilty, his repentance might 
have been begun some time before his pu- 
nighment, and there are circumstances in 
che story which render it very probable.— 
It is not unusual, you know, for some con- 
ziderable portion of time to intervene be- 
tween the commission of a crime, and the 
infliction of punishment; even if the cul- 
prit be apprehended immediately, it may 
be some time before he is brought to a 
trial, and some time after that before his 
sentence be executed. It does not, I fear, 
happen very oſten, but yet it certainly 
does in some instances, that the gloom of 
2 prizon, the apprehensions of impending 

punish- 


The Dying Thief. 


SERM. punishment, the time allowed for thought 
XV. and reflection, the removal from the usual 


objects of temptation, and the separation 
from vicious companions, produce in those 
not entirely hardened, a conviction of the 
folly and danger of their past evil ways 

and a sincere resolution of forsaking them. 
Who can tell but that this might be the 
case with the person whose story we are 
now considering! As I observed above, 
it is possible, and if it should be true, al 
consolation drawn from this example, as 
to the efficacy of a dying repentance, falls 
immediately to the ground: but still far- 
ther, that his conversion was of some 
Standing, there are, as I remarked above, 
circumstances in the story which render it 
likewise probable. He certainly had a pro- 
per sense of his own guilt, and of the jus- 
tice of his punishment ; nor was he back- 
ward to acknowledge both. «© Doest thou 
ce not,“ said he to his fellow-sufferer, 
a cc fear 
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« fear God, seeing thou art in the same sERM. 
« condemnation ? and we indeed judy, 
« for we receive the due reward of our 
6 deeds.” : 

Now this consciousness of As acted 
wrong, and this readiness to acknowledge 
that he merited what he was suffering, 
clearly shew that he was not an hardened 
sinner; and though they do not amount to 
an absolute proof, yet they certainly afford 
grounds for believing that he was sincerely 
Sorry for what he had done, and that if his 
life had. been given him, he, would no more 
have returned to his wickedness. But I 
have still more to say in his favour: how- 
ever flagitious his former life might have 
been, it seems not improbable that he was 
now become almost, if not altogether, a 
Christian. That he was acquainted with 
some parts of our Saviour's history, and 
believed him to be a divine personage, is 
certain: in his rebuke to the other thief 

he 
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$ERM, he vindicates our Lord's innocence:— 
XV. „ We indeed receive the due rewards of 
- 


« our deeds; but this man hath done no- 
« thing amiss.” He likewise knew $ome- 


thing of the nature of our Saviour's king. 


dom, and appears to have been fully per. 
suaded of the authority which Christ ws 
going to assume: —“ Lord, remember me 
<« when thou comest into thy kingdom !” 

Here you have a most remarkable in. 
Stance of the exercise of that virtue, -which 
is in the sight of God of such high price, 
and which is so much insisted on in the 


Character of a 'Christian faith! The com- 


bination against our Lord was now uni- 
versal; his divine instructions and won- 
derful actions seemed to be entirely for- 
gotten, and with whatever majesty and su- 
periority he might once have appeared in- 
vested, he was now evidently (as it seemed 


| to human eyes) unequal to Ar 1 of 


Aeta, 5 8 5 


The 


r 


1 1— = 2 


The Jewish nobles and high priests act SAN. 
cused him; the Roman magistrates con- X 
demned him the people, once his adher - 
ents, reviled; him, and his own particular 
disciples forsook him: yet was this peni- 
tent male factor 80 far from joining in the 
general cry, even though he saw Jesus suf. 
fering the same ignominious death with 
himself, that he confidently testifies his 
conviction of his being a divine person, 
and lays claim to his remembrance, when 
he should be arrived in his kingdom. 
Such a high degree of faith as this can 
Scarce be supposed to have been infused 
into a sinner in an instant; it is à pre- 
zumptivt evidence that his conversion was 
of some standing, and warrants us in the 
conjecture, that the reflection and inſorma- 
tion, for which his confinement had given 
opportunity, had persuaded him of the 
truth of our Saviour's mission, and. che 
excellency of the religion which he taught. 
MAP But 
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SERM; But to what does all this tend ?—to this 


important caution, chat we draw no conclu- 


sion that a death-bed repentance will aral 
- -us, from this story of the forgiveness of 
the dying thief! You sce there is great 
reason to believe that his penitence had 
commenced long before this late | hour; 
and therefore his case is entirely different 
from that of those who persist in their sin 
till they can practise them no longer, and 
then flatter themselves, that if with hin 
they call out in their last moments on 
their Saviour, with him they shall obtain 

admission into Paradise. | 
But though we were sure that he had 
never been brought to reflection before, 
that his conversion was instantaneous, and 
began not until he was nailed to the cross, 
1 do not see what presumption the salva- 
tion of one sinner affords of the general 
pardonable nature of wickedness continued 
until death. At the best, the instance | 
: i : | single, 
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to be built on: What should we say of a XV. 


man; who threw himself from a lofty preci- 
pice, because he had heard of one person, 
who had fallen before him, and escaped 
without injury! Should we not justly con- 
clude, that his brains were distempered? 
And does not his rashness, who ventures 
to persist in eins till death, because he 
imagines one person has done so before 
him, and yet obtained salvation, subject 
him to the like imputation of extreme 
folly - and madness? But dismissing this 
story, let us examine what ground we have 
from scripture and reason to rely on the 
efficacy of a death- bed repentance. But 
first, I will take for granted for a moment, 
no matter how improbably, that however 
wickedly we may have lived, if we have a 
little warning before we die, and express 
our sorrow for what is past, and ask for- 
giveness, all will be well: supposing even 
Vor. I. R this 


242 The Dying Thief. 
SERM. this to be the case, and that a very little 
XV+ time were sufficient, let it be remembered 
that of this little we are by no means cer- 
tain; the instances are not rare of persom 
cut off in a moment, in the midst of the 
highest health, and with the fairest pros- 
pect of a long life; so that, even in this 
view, it would be the extremity of folly 
to venture the happiness of endless ages 
on 20 deaperats a. atake as the ci 
ol human liſe. 
But this zupposition is wide of the tut 
In vain shall we die the death of the righte- 
ous, if we are not willing to lead his life; 
in vain, when we have neglected all our 
days to obey the commandments of our 
Saviour, shall we cry out—< Lord, Lord,” 
at the last! Without holiness, we are as- 
_ gured, that no man shall see God. Is the 
acquisition of holiness the work of a mo- 
ment? of a moment too, which fear, an- 
guish, and not unfrequently distraction, 
+. . entirely 
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entirely occupy! * What shall I do,“ Said HAN. 


the lawyer to our Sivibur, to inherit cter- 
« ml life?“ Thou halt lone the Lord 
« thy God with all thy heart, and with 
« all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 
« and with all thy mind; and thy beigh- 
« bour as thyself.” Shall he, whose whole 


life has been a constant violation of these 


precepts, think to arone for his dizobe- 
dience by a few unprofitable Sighs and 
tears at the last! This world is a state 
of trial ; during our abode in it we are to 
prepare ourselves fot another, in Which we 
shall afterwards be placed: it is here we 
are to acquire such dispositions and habits 
as will determine our lot hereafter: We 
know that our future condition depends on 
our behaviour now ; if we neglect it; it is 
at our own peril; nor is it, when the time 
assigned for our trial is at the eve of ex- 
piring, that by lamenting we can tetrieve 
our misconduct. We have omitted to ac- 
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BERN. quire Such habits as can alone fit us for 
XV: - heaven, and, indeed, without which we coul 
ns have no relish for its enjoyment: 30 that 
unless a miracle were wrought, in our fi 
"your, which we have no reason to Expect, 
| we must necessarily be doomed to endless 
misery. The nature of repentance, there- 
| | fore, has been much mistaken: it consist 
q f not only in grieving for our past sins, but 
in having for some time forsaken them; 
not only in entreating God's forgivenes 
for having learned evil habits, but in hay- | 
ing laid them entirely aside, and substi- | 


tuted virtuous ones in their room. This is c 
a great work, and cannot be done in a mo- c 
ment, and more particularly at such 4 7 


moment, when we are Scarce equal to any 
work at all. Far be it from the minister of 
the gospel to pronounce peremptorily in 
all cases against the efficacy of a death-bed 
repentance; and still farther be it from 
him to dissuade those, who have never 

4 thought 
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hought of it before that awful period, from 8E RM. 
having recourse to it then! It is all that XV. 
is leſt for them: they must therefore do 
what they can. But he would be wanting 
in his duty, if he did not tell you that the 
case is infinitely hazardous; that no de- 
pendance is to be placed upon it: and from 
thence to warn you to do what you know 
to be of such inexpressible importance, 
during the time that you can call your 
own, while you are in health and strength, 
« before the Lord your God cause dark- 
« ness, and before your feet stumble upon 
te the dark mountains, and while ye look 
* for light, he turn it into the shadow of 
death, and make it gross darkness. 


SERMON XVI. 


ON THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY GHOST, 


PREACHED ON WHIH-SUNDAY. 


ACTS It. 1, 2, 3, 4. 


And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, 
they were all with one accord in one place. 
And Suddenly there came a Sound from bea- 5 
den, as of a rusbing, mighty wind, and it 
filled all the house where they were Sitting. 
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues, 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them ; 
and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and began to Speak with other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterauce. 


Tin day is appointed by our church to SERBT. 
be kept holy, in remembrance of the mi- XVI. 
raculous circumstance related in the text, 
the descent of the Holy Ghost in the shape 
of cloven tongues, like as of fire, on the 
heads of the apostles, and their being en- 

| R 4 abled 


Descent of the Holy Ghost. 


SERM, abled thereby to discourse in languages 


* which they had never learned. This hap. 
pened on the day called by the Jews Pen- 
tecost, that is fiftieth, because it was the 
fiftieth day from their celebration of the 
feast of the passover, This Pentecost, 
likewise, was one of their great feasts 
on which they offered the first fruits of 
the productions of the earth, then newly 
gathered in; and they commemorated, 
likewise, the deliverance of their law to 
them from Mount Sinai, The day has 
obtained among Christians, the name of 
Whit or White Sunday, either from the 
splendour which accompanied the descent 
of the Holy Ghost on this occasion, or 
from the custom of the early converts to 
Christianity being baptized at this time, and 
wearing (as tokens of the purity which they 

promised to maintain) white garments. 
I we consider the miracle described in 
the text, in itself, it is of all miracles the 
F most 
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most extraordinary; if we consider it in nN. 
its effects, it is the most important. Let XVI. 


us take a more exact view of it. 
Fifty days after the resurrection of their 
Lord, and ten after his ascension, his twelve 
constant companions, called apostles, were 
met together in one place, when suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven, as of a 
rushing, mighty wind, and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting; and there 
appeared unto them cloven tongues, like 
as of fire, and they sat upon each of them: 
these cloven or divided tongues were to re- 
present the various languages, which from 
henceforth the apostles would be able to 
speak, and their sitting upon each of them 
was a mark of this great gift being com- 
municated to them all ; possibly their being 
like unto fire was to signify the great effi- 
cacy of those powers of preaching which 
they were meant to bestow; their gitting 
upon the apostles is thought to signify 
permanency or continuance, to shew that 
- the 
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Descent of the Holy Ghost. 


8ERM.-: the gift of tongues was not like sevyeral 


97+ other miraculous powers which did not 


constantly reside with them, but that they 
were to have the perpetual and  uninter. 
rupted use of it, because in their ſpreading 
the gospel among foreign nations they 
would have perpetual occasion for it. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and began to speak with other tongues 2 
the: Spirit gave them utterance ; they were 
immediately enabled to converse and preach 
in other languages besides their own mother 


tongue, languages which they had never 


learned nor had any knowledge of before, 


There have been some who have thought 
chat this miracle was not in the speakers 
but in the hearers, that is, that the apostles 


poke in their own language, and that all 
those nations who were assembled toge- 
ther at this time heard them in theirs ;—for 
this conceit there seems to be no ground; 
| is very contrary to the whole story of this 


Detaant of the Haly Ghost. 
miraculous event, and to several particular SERM, 
circumstances of it: it is aid, in the scrip- XVI | 
settled, began to speak with arber tongues 
but how can this be true, if they continued 


to speak with their own in reality, but 
were only understood as speaking with 
others? It is said also, they were accused 
by some of their hearers of drunkenness ; 
and why? not surely. because their coun- 
trymen still heard them talking in the lan- 
guage in which they had been educated, 
which would have been the ease on the sup- 
position above; but because they were seen 
and heard addressing foreigners, where 
those who knew them, and were sensible 
that they never studied any foreign tongues, 
were likely enough to conclude that they 
vere only uttering unmeaning sounds, and 
conzequently that they were not in their 

pro- 


Descent of the Holy Ghost, 


SERM- promised should follow those that believed, 


was this, They shall speak with new 
te tongues; and St. Paul, in his first epistle 
to the Corinthians, mentions © diversity of 
te tongues,” among the gifts bestowed on 
the church. Others have thought that the 
apostles spoke various languages at the same 


time, and that a Jew heard them speaking 


in the Jewish, a Mede in the Median, and 
a Parthian in the Parthian language, al 
at once; but this is scarcely, if at all, pos- 
sible, and the supposition is quite unneces- 
sary: it was sufficient for the purpose, if 
the apostles were able, when they wanted 
to teach the truths of Christianity to any 
person, to speak to him in his own tongue. 
This they were enabled to do in a moment, 
and it is the greatest of all miracles: it is 
of a nature which was never experienced 
before the times of the first publishing of 
Christianity, nor has it ever been heard of 
since; nor can we imagine any which would 

have 
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have a greater effect in exciting wonder SERM. 
and admiration at the divine, power and I. 


goodness. Our Sayiour appears tq. have 
reckoned this the greatest of miracles, , and 


therefore to have reserved it for an in- | 


Stance of the power with; which he was en- 
n . right hand 
. 
parture from them, seems to allude to it— 
« Verily, Verily, I say unto you, he that 


1 believeth on me, the works that I do 


„shall he do also; and greater works 
te than these shall he do, because I go unto 
e my Father.” And . what could these 
greater works be? Our Saviour had made 
the deaf to hear, the dumb to speak, the 
lame to walk; he had fed thousands with 
a few loaves and fishes; he had stilled the 
raging of the seas and winds with a word; 


he had cast out devils; he had raised the 


dead. Now what miracle could possibly be 
greater 


\\ 
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Decent of the Holy Obr. 


ern. greater dun these? even that which we 


are now considering unlearned men 
© who before knew no tongue but their 
* own, being able in a moment to $peak 
« 'fluently all the different languages of 
the earth.” Unless by greater works 


Gab" Sividar nicawt 145, what did he mean? 


what' eke is there that himself did not do, 
which was done by his apostles? This we 
are never told that he did, which if it had 
but this he conſerred on his disciptes: it 
was the first sensible effect of the descent 
of the Holy Ghost' upon them, after that 
he was gone to his Father. If we consider 
the matter, we shall perceive, lkewise, that 
in this miracle deceit or imposition was 
imposible:: the apostſes were well known 
at Jerusalem (where it happened) to be un- 
learned men, sprung from low parents, 
4nd themselves brought up to low employ- 
ments; they never could have had the kei- 

. Sure 
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| Decent of the Holy Ghost, ' Irs 

sure or the means of studying these va- $2 wc 

nous languages of which they now all ge: Lor. 

once appeared to be such complete masters: 

if they had been strangers newly arrived 

from some distant part of the world, it 

rained this proficiency in languages by hard 

study, but as they had always been on the 

pot, it is evident that this wonderful power 

upon them. Add to this, that the Jews 

were very great enemies to them; and if 

it had been possible to have proved any 

imposition upon them, they would have 

also, that the miracle was publicly wrought 

at the time, before great multitudes of va- 

nous nations, and that it continued after- 

wards still to be wrought during the 

respective lives of the apostles; wherever, 

they travelled they were able to preach 

de gospel in the languages of the people 
amongst 
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SERM. amongst whom they were. And though 
XVI. it may be said that these nations, which 


were strangers to them, had not such a clear 
proof that their ability of speaking various 
languages was given them from above, 
their own countrymen had, yet they had 
certainly sufficient proof to induce them 
to believe it. The apostles asserted that 
the gift of tongues was supernatural; and 
they had a right to be credited, because the 
other miracles: which they performed, uch 
as the cure of diseases, and the raising of 
the dead, were as much out of the cours 
of nature as this to which they pretended; 
the one, therefore, was a confirmation of the 
This miracle, immediately on the spot 
and at the time, was followed by the most 
wonderful effects; 80 glaring was the evi- 
dence which it offered in favour of the 
truth of Christianity, that, after the ser- 
mon which St. Peter preached on the oc- 
| casion, 


| 


Descent of the Holy Ghost. 


casion, the people « gladly received his SE RM, 
« word and were baptized, and the same 0, 


« day there were added -unto them about 
« three thousand seuls. This was a large 
portion of first fruits, a great earnest of 
that Spiritual harvest which the apostles 
had begun to reap, of which the first fruits 
of the productions of the — offered at 
this very time by the Jews, were a repre- 
entation, - Nor was the utility of the gift, 
conferred on the apostles, less conspicuous 
afterwards ; the thing, indeed, speaks for 
itself, The last orders of Jesus Christ 
were— Go ye and teach all nations, bap- 
« tizing them in the name of the Father, 
« and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
teaching them to observe all things what- 
«* S0ever I have commanded you.” How 
were these orders to be fulfilled without a 
previous knowledge of the tongues of the 
nations whom these missionaries were to 
address ?=and how slow, very slow, must 

Vol. I. | 8 have 
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SERM. have been the progress of the gospel if 
. they had been left to acquire bene tongus 
by the usual methods. On the contrary, 
with this assistance, its progress was rapid 
beyond imagination ; within the period of 
forty years, from the death of Christ, it 
had been preached and had obtained some 
footing in every considerable country of the 
then known world. : 
n 
entertain the highext gmtitadęe mn 
God, for this stupendous instance of his 
desire that all nations and kindreds should 
come to the knowledge of the truth and 
be saved; let us resolve to make the mos 
we are able of this benevolent distribution 
| of divine truth; let us pray · to God tha 
as his Holy Spirit at the first opening d 
Christianity gave such extraordinary power 
to the apostles for our conversion, 30 be 
Way continue the same blessed work by 
4 Skies up his abode with each and all d 
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us, by illuminatihg our understandings and s E RN. 
purifying our hearts, that we may have a ra 
true perception of every thing which it 
concerns us to know, and may resolutely 
and uninterruptedly continue in the practice 
of it. 
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CHRIST" 5 SAKE, 
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Then Jesus gaid unto his disciples, If any man | 
will come after me, let him deny bimseff, and 
take up bis cross and follow me. 


' 


mich he was tent upon carth to, perform, 
he thought it necessary to give his dis- 
ciples some account of the sufferings and 
death which he was about to undergo.— 

Having done that, having told dem what 
S 3 | he 


Tonaabs the conclusion of our Saviour's $ERM. 
ninistry, having nearly perfected the work XVII. 


* 
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| SERM. he was to endure for their sakes, he take 
Au. de ame opportunity of informing then 


what he should expect from them for bis :— 


If any man, vill come, after me, let hin 
% deny himself, and take up his eross and 


ce follow me.“ That is, if any man vil 


be why disciple, if he will entitie himself 
to the merits of my death, and to the glo- 
rious rewards I have promised, he must 
have the resolution to forego every plea- 
sure, and to endure every pain, nay even to 
Jo: down dd WT Ref Bs hgh 
el bios. 

Of all. ad anther” 
chosen for inculcating this difficult and 
unpalatable lesson, that certainly was the 


most proper when he had just been speak- 


- ing of what were to be his own suffering. 


I. kijs followers had any generogity, if th 
had any gratitude, they could not repioe 


at completing | for themsclyes what thei 
beneyolent mate was going to begin fr 


144,08 them; 
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dem,; they could not think it much 00 ly sEARI. 


down their own lives to save their own souls, XVII. 
when their Redeemer, without any other 


motive' but their interest, was about to set 
them so noble an example. 
This duty of self-denial, and ale 
for Christ's sake, was not only binding 
upon those to whom it was immediately 
taught, but is also incumbent upon all the 
followers of Jesus of every age. And 
though all are not called upon to practise 
them in 80 particular 2 manner, to pass 


through” such fiery trials for the sake of 


their Redeemer, to brave death i\ such 
various and terrible shapes as the fit 
Christians were, and as others, in aſter- 
apts,” have been, yet all will meet with 
zufficient occasions to try their virtue, suf- 
ficient tomptations to exercise their reso- 
buon; or, in other words, they ' will find 
their religion and their inclination so fre- 
mn give arhple' scope 

84 for 
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SERM. for the display of whatever hold the love 
XVII. of their Redeemer may have taken of their 
hearts. This duty of self-denial has been 
much mistaken; some have placed it in 2 
gloomy refusal of every thing which could 
give pleasure to the senses, in an absohute 
retirement from the world, in rigorous 
fastings, in voluntary penances and mor- 
tifications; but this is not the sort of self- 

denial which our Saviour intended to re- 

commend :—he meant not to enjoin an 
abstinence from lawful, but from unlawful 
gratifications :—he meant not to forbid the 
indulgence of innocent pleasures, but of 
such as are in their nature guilty, or in 
© their tendency lead to guilt, Nor are ve 
obliged to endure any sufferings which we 
can avoid, provided our escape from them 
be not purchased at the expence of virtue. 

| Temporary retirement indeed, and mo- 

derate fasting, have their uses; the one 

1 | gives leisure for recollection and exami- 

r 1-4-4 8 nation 
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nation of our lives, and fits us for acting ERM. 


sistency and rectitude; while the other, by 
allaying the violence of passion, places 
worldly objects in their right point f 
view: but neither of them are meritorious 
or requisite in themselves, but merely 
from the effects which may be expected 
from them. The moderate enjoyment of 
those pleasures which neither religion nor 
morality - prohibit, by which neither the 
commands of God are infringed, nor the 
concerns of our neighbour injured, is per- 
haps the most acceptable method of shew- 
ing our gratitude to the bounteous giver:; 
but when the things of this world and the 
next come in competition, when our inte- 
rest points one Way and,,our duty another, 
then it is that to deny outselves, to take 

ap our cross and follow! the example of 

our Redeemer, becomes indispensable: we 
mus forego our deatest delight, give up 


* 
* 


s AE, our most favourite possession, undertake 


any labour, endure any pain, meet death 
itself in its most terrible shape, if our 
religion requires it of us. In the language 
of the scripture, «© We must pluck out an 
cc eye, or cut off an hand, if they bring 
cc our salvation into danger; for it is better 
to enter maimed or blind into life, rather 
tt than having two eyes or two hands to be 
cc cast into everlasting fire. 

| To be more particular : suppose a man 
is offered some emolument upon certain 
own conscience condemn; suppose him in 
great distress, and that this emolument 
would: entirely extricate him, make him 
happy himself, and enable him to provide 
amply” for his family, otherwise devticure; 
what must he; what ought he to de? if he 
is: a Christian, if he means that his Saviour" 
must deny himself, he must be content to 


Cross. for Christ's Sate. 267 


continue poor, to leave his family. unpro- 3 BAM. 
vided. for, to commit himself to him, e 
judgeth., righteously, and his reward 4 
be great in heaven. 

Suppose, again, that a man has a friend, 
wha is as dear to him as life itself, whose 
friendship- to him has been tried on various 
occasions, without whom from long use: he 
knows not how to live 3 suppose this friend, 
however faithful and just to him, to be an 
1 inßdel, or a, libertine, and that he is in 
] danger from the constant intercourse which 
8 zubsists between them of having his prin- 
1 ciples peryerted, and his morals depraved; 
t what conduct should he observe? he may, 
o 
e 


he, ought to, try all means to reclaim his 
| unhappy friend, but those failing, and 
" finding himself perpetyally drawn in by bad 


e company and. conyergation to da what his 
or conscience condemns, he must, hard as 
e vill be the struggle, give up bis other 
to elf, he must break off the fbi cor 


e be 
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SERM. be content to renounce the favour. of a still 
XVII. nearer friend, his Mediator and Redeemer, 
LC aac 


These are two instances, out of a multitude 
which might be mentioned, where great 
self-denial is necessary; they may serve to 
shew what is its true nature. And here 


1 must observe, that there is nothing un- 
expected in these sacrifices, which are de- 
manded of us; — our Saviour has not 


deceived us: he told his first disciples chat 


there were no worldly advantages to be 


expected from the profession of his re- 
ligion ; but, on the contrary, that it would 
expose them to various dangers and sun- 


dry kinds of deaths; and he likewise gave 


many intimations of the difficulties through 
which Christians, in all ages, were to make 


their way to happiness and immortality. 
Nor is there any thing unreasonable in 


them; Christ, the captain of our salvation, 


went before | us—he shewed us the way, 


through sufferings and death, to life and 
to 


as Br, Zy Ro DO oy © 


to glory he endured, the cross, and de- S$ERM. 
qpised the shame, leaving us an example II. 
that we should follow his steps. He has 
like wise promised us all needful assistance 
in our trials: if, therefore, we sincerely 
endeavour, we may be sure that we shall 
pass through them victorious: but, above 
all, he hath held forth to us a most glo- 
rious reward for our toils—an happy eter- 
nity—passed in the presence of God 
a reward which ought to make us count 
all earthly sufferings as nothing but as 
c a drop of a bucket, but as the small dust 
« of the balance. | 
Since, then, self-denial is a duty which is 
required of all Christians, since it is nothing 
unreasonable in itself, and what we may 
all expect to be called upon to exercise, we 
ought to hold ourselves in continual pre- 
paration for it; we ought so to discipline 
our minds as to have them always ready 
to give up, with cheerfulness, every plea- 
sure 
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SERM. sure or advantage which is incompatible 
XVII. with our religion, and to submit with for- 


* 


exacts from us. If we are called on to 
Surrender riches, or to encounter poverty 
and want, kt us consider hitti who, being 
who, being rich, for our sakes became pov, 
that we, through his poverty, might be 
made rich. H it should happen that we 
are persecuted for adhering to what our 
conscience tells us to be right, let us tt- 
member and be consoled by our master 
benediction—“ Blessed are ye when men 
te Shall revile you, and persecute you, and 
e speak all manner of evil against you 
« falscly, for my name's sake; rejoice, 
« and be exceeding glad, for great is your 
te reward in heaven!” To put a still more 
extreme case, if it ould be our lot to be 


exposed to death itself, for righteousness 
sake, let us meet it with readiness rather 


than 


Cross for Christ's. Sake, 
than part with our integrity; its | pangs 
can be but momentary, and, these once 
Srmament, for ever and ever. And here 
it is nat out of place to observe, that if a 
Christian withstand all the trials which 
he meets with, if he deny himeelf in, all 
the instances in which his virtue is put to 
the ext, he d every thing nn. 
quired of him, and he is not to vex him- 


zelf with scruples of what might have 


been his falling off if such and such perils 
had assailed him: I mention this, because 
I believe it is not uncommon for devout 
perzons of a melancholy temper, when 
they read or hear of the terrible tortures 
which the first martyrs. to our religion 
underwent, and shrink with horror and dis- 
may at the idea af them, it is not, 1 believe, 
uncommon for them to harass themselbes 
wich apprebengions that, if auch Gals 
had fallen to their lot, they should not 
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have 
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SEEM. have | had sufficient fortitude to- wn 
XXII. their faith inviolate. 


In resisting all the temptations which 
surround us, in combating our vicious in- 
clinations and subduing our evil passions, 
there is, even in' these days, sufficient em- 
ployment for the firmest faith; and he who 
passes hrough the world blameless now, 
has no reason to doubt his resolution if he 
had fallen on more turbulent times. If, 


however, he thinks that nothing but extra- 


ordinary assistance could possibly carry him 
through such extraordinary trials, he has 
every reason to suppose that such, if neces- 


tary, would be granted; « for God is faithful, 


e who will not suffer us to be tempted above 
ce. that we are able to bear, but will with the 
<<. temptation also make a way to escape, 
that we may be able to bear it.” 

Let us however all be grateful, that we 
have not been, and are not likely to be, called 


to such severe and hazardous proofs of our 


faith; 


our 
th; 


Con for Chrint's galt. 


faith; let us not think it much to practise s E RM. 
gelf-denial in small matters, when we are XVII. 
WY 


excused from it in matters of so much 
importance; let us not repine at suffering 
any losses or afflictions to which our in- 
tegrity may expose us, when we remember 
what the noble army of martyrs have en- 
dured in the same cause; let us carry 
them and their pious fortitude in our eye, 
and though the necessity, through God's 
favour, of following them in the heroism 
of their deaths be now no more, we have it 
yet in our power to imitate them in the 
purity of their lives; and, if we exert thk 
power according to the best of our abilities, 
we shall, together with them and the other 
blessed saints, be removed to that state, 
where self-denial shall be no more, where, 
having suffered with Christ on earth, we 
$hall reign with him in heaven, where our 
happiness, as is frequently the. case here, 
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plete enjoyment, of 


The Duty of taking up our Cross, &c, 
SERM. shall not arise from the suppression, but 
all that we wish and desire. 


XVII. from the full and com 
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THE ONE THING NEEDFUL. 


Sr. Luxx x. 42. 
One Thing is needful. 


T xz great we of true wisdom, is to teach $E RM. 
us to set that value upon the different things XIII. 
before us which their real importance de- 
mands. The truly wise man considers 
what will most conduce to his happiness: 
and, when he discovers what it is, steadily 
purues' it: nor does he suffer any thing to 
divert him materially from the pursuit. 

T 2 We 


276 The one Thing needſul. 


SERM. We are told, in the text, that one thing 
fa needful ;—the assertion is conceived in | 
Short terms, which, when more fully ex- 
plained, signify—that there is one thing of [ 

such infinitely great consequence that al 2 

others are, comparatively, of none at all, c 

In this discourse, I shall first endeavour to 

shew what this one thing is; and, Secondly, 

what are the inducements to attend to it, 

What this one thing is, may be discovered 

by considering by whom, and on what oc- 

casion, these words were spoken. T be 
speaker was our Saviour — the occasion, 

this: —In his progress about the country, 
instructing the minds and healing the bo- 
dies of men, our Lord arrives at a certain 
village, and enters the house of two piou 
sisters, Martha and Mary; the one of these, 
Martha, entirely employed herself in mak- 
ing preparations for che entertainment uf 
cheir Alitstrious guest; while the other, 
ys sat at Ew feet, and listened at- 


tentively 
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rentively to his inseructions. The former, R. 
vexed that the whole business of the house II. 


ſell on her, called out to our Saviour, com- 
plaining of her sister's apparent idleness, 
and requested that he would order her to 
come and assist; but Jesus answered 
« Martha, Martha, thou art careful and 
« troubled about many things; but one 
« thing is needful; and Mary hath chosen 
e that good part, which shall not be taken 
« away from her.” The employment, » 
therefore, of Mary, was the one thing 
needful ; and that was—listening to the 
words of the divine teacher, doubtless with 


2 sincere purpose of following his instruc- 


tions; she was learning the way of life; 
or, in other words, she was taking care 
of her eternal salvation. 

This, then, is the one thing needful—the 
care of our eternal salvation; and, in com- 
parison with this, every thing else is of no © 
importance, In what then does this care 

12 of 
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SERM. of our salvation consist 2 —what conduct 


XVIII. must we observe to attain it? what mu 
A 


we do to be saved? We must, with Mary, 


be earnestly attentive to know what our 


duty is, and, when known, we must be re. 
solutely disposed to practise it. The know. 
ledge of their duty may be. casily attained 


by all men; the scriptures are open to 
every one; in them are contained the con- 


ditions on which we may claim eternal life; 
in them all the virtues - which we are to 
cultivate, and all the sins which we are to 
avoid, are enumerated: the commandments 
of God are there laid down in so plain and 
simple a manner, that we cannot mistake 


them, except by design; we have but sin- 


cerely to endeayour, and we shall be sure 
to understand them. 

But here, perhaps, it may be said that, 
for want of education, these scriptures are 
in a degree shut up from not a few among 


you, —you would be willing to study them, 


bu 
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but you have it not in. your power; this is sK RM. 
certainly a misfortune, but it is not with- XVIII. 


out remedy : — ſor the instruction of the 


unlearned in their duty, and for confirming 


those in it to whom it is already known, 
one day in every week is dedicated to the 
service of religion: — as the sabbath re- 
turns, all have an opportunity of as- 
xembling together at least once in the day 
to worship their God, to hear the holy 
scriptures read, and to have explained and 
enforced upon them some Christian grace 
or moral virtue. 

With this advantage, added to what theie 
own conscience tells them of what is right 


and wrong, none need be ignorant of what 


it o much concerns them to know; none 
need ever to be in doubt what they ought 
to do, or what to avoid, in order to the 

obtaining of the kingdom of 
But then it is necessary that a proper 
use of this advantage should be made - that 
1 4 += 


206 The ons Thing maul. 
SERM. we should zuffer nothing to prevent us from 
A usembüng together as oſten as the sabbath 

returns, and when we are assembled, that 
we should dismiss all thoughts of workdly 
affairs from our minds, and be serious 
and earnestly attentive to what we are 
about. I am not unacquainted with the 
excnse with which some of you satisfy 
yourselves in the neglect of this important 
duty some say, they have been working 
| hard six days in the week, and stand in 

 need'of rest on the seventh. 
But what! is there any labour in coming 
to church? in kneeling for. a short time, 
worshipping our Maker, and to sit for 2 
still shorter, listening to his holy word? 
Is there any labour in returning thanks for 
his kindness during the past week, and in 
begging a continuance of it in future ?—- 
You spend six days in the week, and very 
properly do you spend them, in providing 
for yourselves and your families; and vil 
I ; : you 


The one-Thing nenlfl: 


you not spend a mall part of one day in'SERM.” 
providing for your eternal salvation?— —_ 


What folly is this! The things of this 
world are but of short continuance, - those 
of the next are for ever and ever! It is as 
if a man should be extremely industrious 
to make himself happy for a single minute, 
and be entirely indifferent as to what be- 
came of him the rest of his life. Let us 
not, for shame, make this excuse, and be too 
ide to spend one hour in the worshipping 
God on a day which is particularly, both 
by religion and the Jaws of our country, de- 
dicated to his service. Others pretend 
they cannot assist at the morning service, 
they are so much taken up with their house - 
hold affairs; such was not the conduct of 
Mary, which received the commendations 
of our Redeemer; che neglected even to 
assist in preparing for the entertainment of 
50 divine a guest; she preferred listening to 
his instructions, and chose, as our Lord 

aid, 
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SE RM. said, that good part, which should not be 
XVIII: taken from her. But, allowing the justice 
of this excuse, that some care must be 


taken of houschold affairs, and that it is im- 
possible this should not break in upon your 


attendance ' at church, surely, when you 
consider how short is the time which you 


are detained there, one in a family might be 


sufficient to answer these household con- 
cerns, and the remainder might by turns 
employ themselves in serving their Maker. 
I speak this in general; it will not perhaps 
Suit all cases; but I leave it to each man's 
conscience to tell him whether the excuse, 


on which he. absents himself from public 


worship, be a just one. 


9 
# 


I will dismiss this i with one 
caution—that none of you stay away from. 


church, on the supposition that you do 
yourselves no service by coming thither; 
your devotion, perhaps, you have found 
to be Fold. your. thoughts will, wander to 
worldly 
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worldly affairs, you do not hear, or you SsRRM. 
do not understand the preacher ; but 6 
not discouraged, come again and again; en- 
deavour to be devout, and strive to be 
instructed, and it may, nay it will, please 
God, that by degrees your understandings 
will be enlightened, and your hearts cor- 
rected and improved; and if it should, how 

| cheaply, with only one hour in seven days, 

will you have acquired the wisdom which is 

| unto salvation 

To proceed; we will suppose then that a 

$ man knows his duty; it remains, to make 

„ his future condition happy, that he add, to 


Cc. his knowledge, practice; — for knowledge 
| without practice, and faith without works, 
e are of no value. As the body without the 
n * spirit is dead, so faith without works is 
lo * dead also.“ In order, then, to the effec- 


3 tually securing the one thing needful, we 
id must live in the habitual and- constant per- 
to formance of all those graces and virtues 
ly which 


— — — 2 


24. 
SERM. 


XVIII. 


which the voice of our own consciences, 


hortation of our spiritual instructors, the 
advice of our pious friends, convince ys 
to be absolutely necessary. Our devotion 
to God must not only be hearty, but regu- 
hr;- it must not be by fits and starts, and 
only when the humour is upon us (for the 
most abandoned, I suppose, are devot 


sometimes) it must not be. confined to the 


moments of affliction, danger, sickness, 


and terror; it must not only be at the ap- 


proach of the hour of death, and under ap- 


prehensions of the day of judgment, but in 


the seasons of health also, and prosperity; 


it must be constant and unremitted in al 


times, and under all circumstances. I am 
the more particular in dwelling on this re- 
gularity of devotion, because I fear there 
is no mistake into which we are more apt 
to fall, than that of thinking a few single 


gts of piety at | different times of our 


61 8 ; lives, 


duty towards God, there is, in order 0 


The one Thing needful, 
lives, will confer 6n us che Character f EAM. 
good Christians, and recommend us to the X IL. 


acceptance of God : it is not 80, it is the 
habit of piety which is alone valuable, it is 
the habit which alone denotes the principle: 
and without it we may certamly conclude, 
that the virtue has taken no root in our 
hearts, Let us then | cultivate this habit 
of piety; let us never omit, on slight ob- 
Jections, to join with our brethren in pub 
lic worgkup ; and let us also be equally con- 
stant in our on private devotions ; let no 
hurry of business, no call of pleasure, pre- 
vail on us to neglect them: we may net 
at first be sensible of the benefit, but our 
hearts by degrees will be soſtened, and our 
prayers will be registered in heaven against 
that day, when we shall be amply con- 
vinced of our prudence and wisdom, in 
having taken care of the ane thing need 
ful. But, besides this penformance of aur 
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Nl. ur attainment of the kingdom of heaven 
XVIII. à duty towards our neighbour also to per- 


form. This duty is briefſy summed up 
in that most excellent and comprehensive 
precept Thou shalt do unto others, a 
te thou wouldest they should do unto thee,” 
The time will not admit that I should 
enter into an explanation of this rule, but 
it is of so simple a nature that it is the 
less necessary; and though some - diff 
culties are pretended about it, yet I vil 


venture to say that a man's on conscience 
is the best interpreter of it, and will almoxt 
universally tell him when he n and 


when he transgresses it. 

Let us then be attentive, in all our con- 
cerns with our neighbour, to this rule; let 
us ever carry it in our eye, for without it 


all our piety to God will avail us nothing; 


whatever prayers and praises, and however 


often we may put them up to the throne 
of grace, we shall become but as sounding 


brass 
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brass and tinkling cymbals; and at the last 8E RM, 
great day we shall find, to our cost, that we XVII 


have — tHe 
thing needful. 1 

Having thus Sus that this one thing 
needful-is the care of our eternal salvation, 
and that this care consists in being hearty, - 
regular, and- constant, both in our public 
and private deyotions, . and also in ob- 
serving towards our neighbour, in all our 
concerns with him, that conduct which we 
would wish him to observe towards us, I 
now proceed, in the second place, to show 
what are the inducements to attend to it 
they are seen at the first view. By at- 
tending to the one thing needful, we shall 
be for ever happy; — by neglecting it, we 
hall be for ever miserable. Words to 
this effect we hear so often repeated, from 
our very infancy, that, from being so very 
common to us, they do not make that im- 


pression which their strict truth and great 


awful- 
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SEAM. awfulness- demand: all profess to believe 


XVIII. chem, yet how little weight do they obtain 


on the lives: of many! The truth is, tha 
we do not allow them due consideration; 
we do not ibring them home to us, either 
| deeply or frequently enough; we coldy 
admit them as speculative truths, but for- 
get how essentially we ourselves are in- 
terested in them: — would it else be pos- 
ble that any pleasures, riches, or honours, 
which can only endure three or four-score 
years, the length of che longest life, should 
ever tempt us to forfeit an eternity of hap- 
piness, and hazard an eternity of misen 
The wisest man, and he who had apparenth 
the greatest means of happiness, and who 
had experienced all sorts of the pleasures 
of this life, confessed that—all was vanity 
and vexation of spirit! But if it were 
not so, if a man could be really blest in 
chis world, yet what proportion does a few 
paltry years hold with an eternity? If the 
| ; riches 
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riches or honours, which are purchased by 


fraud or guilt, were to be enjoyed for ever, XIII. 
we should not so very much wonder. that 


men scruple neither fraud nor guilt to 
obtain them; but when, for aught we 
know, they may be taken away the next 
moment, and, at the longest, will certainly 
not remain many years, —and when, in- 
stantly on leaving them, the sinner will 
be called to a strict account for the manner 
in which they were obtained, and everlast- 
ingly punished, if it were by unrighteous 
means,. — what name, but madness, can we 
give to such conduct! But, alas! the plea 
of madness will not be allowed: men 
know, or at least might know, what they 
ought to do, and what avoid, and they have 


the power of choosing between them z—life 


and death are. before them—and if they 
will, with their eyes open, voluntarily pre- 
fer the latter, the consequences of their 
absurd choice will justly fall on their own 
heads. x 7 | 
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SERM. I cannot, I think, conclude this ducoune 


better, than by calling to your minds, and 
Etting before you, that great day, arrayed 
as it is in scripture with awfulness and 
terror, which those who: have taken care 
of the one thing needful, will meet with a 
much tranquility and confidence as those, 
who have neglected it, will with shame and 
consternation. —* The day of the Lord 
« will come, in the which the heavens 
&- shall pass away with a great noise, and the 
4 elements shall melt with fervent heat; the 
« earth also, and all the works that ar 
& therein, shall be burnt up; the sun shall 
t be darkened, and the moon turned into 
e blood, and all the powers of heaven 
« shaken: — then shall the Son of Man come 
« in his glory, and all: the holy angels with 
* him; and he shall sit upon the throne of 
5e his glory; before him shall be gathered all 
tc the nations of the earth; and he shall se- 
4 parate them one from another as a shep- 
« herd divides his sheep from his goats, and 

« he 
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« he shall set the sheep on his right hand and SERM. 


« the goats on his left; and he shall say to 
« them on his right hand—Come ye blessed 
« of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 


« pared for you from the foundation of the 


« world, And he $hall say unto them on his 
« left hand—Depart from me ye cursed into 
« eyerlasting fire, prepared for the devil and 
« his angels; and these shall go into ever- 
lasting punishment, but the righteous into 
« life eternal.” 


With this description I rest my cause, as 1 
am well convinced, that whoever gives him- 


zelf time to consider it, however he may be 
prompted by passion to deny, will be forced 
by reason to confess, that the care of his sal- 
vation is the one thing, which is solely and 
exclusively needful. 
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SERMON XIX. 


FIRST PART. © 


ON THE DUTIES OF THE sick. 
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ff 
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ISAIAH. XXXVIII. LATTER PART OF v. I, 


Set thine house in order, for thou shalt die, and 
not live.” | 


I: is appointed to all men once to die; g RM. | 
death is the only passage from this world XIX. 
to the next. This awful event. is uzually 
preceded by a course of sickness, of longer 
or shorter continuance; and during this 
sickness we are called on to the practice 
of some particular duties, the principal of 

U 3 which 
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SERM. which I shall endeavour to point out in this 


On the Duties of 'the Sick, 


—— discourse. These duties are partly tempo- 


The fat of chere duties is justier; under 


ral, partly spiritual; some of them relate 
to our concerns in this world, and have for 
their object our fellow-creature | some re. 
late to the state to which we are going, and 
have for their object God, and the palvatin 
of our souls. 

I shall treat, in the first place, of those 
temporal duties which it is necessary that 
the sick man should fulfil Now many of 
these to a certain degree, and some alto- 


gether, should be performed during health; 
but as the generality of mankind are too 


apt to neglect them at that season, it be- 


Should make all the amends in their power, 


when they perceive their end approaching 


which is comprehended the payment of 
our debts, the disposal of the remainder of 


eur forrane, and the intreating pandon, an 


making 


1 


| On'the Dunes of be Geb. 


making all che atonement which we me ab s 


to those whom we ate Tonscious that we-have 
No debts vhould be contracted at any 
time, which there is the slightest + chance 


that we may not be able to pay. It is not 


allowable for us to reckon with eertainty 
upon living to uch a period, and going in 
debt on the strength of that expectation, 


when we are congcious, that if we die be- 


fore, our creditors will lose by having 
trusted us. I will suppose, therefore, that 
when a person comes to be attacked with a 
dangerous disease, he is, as he ought to be, 
fully able to answer all demands upon him. 


—One of the first things, then, which ke 
should do, is to discharge these demands, 


and where this is impossible to be done on 
the instant, to take all proper measures to 
secure their being discharged with expedi- 
tion. If there are any debts, which are only 
known to himself and the party to whom 
v4 ' they 


2 , 
. 


On the Duties of the Sick. 


$ERM. they are due, he ought to take instant care 


to acknowledge them before impartial and 
respectable witnesses. To restore to his 
neighbour what he has wronged him of, is 
another duty of the sick man. This, indeed, 
ought to have-been done in health, and hoy 
far it will avail at the close of life / it would 
be great presumption to determine; how- 
ever, if it has been neglected before, it is 

the more highly necessary to have recours 
to it then; it is all that is left for us, and 
there can be no hope of God's fayour with- 
out it: it may possibly be attended with 
great difficulty; but if men will do amiss, 
they must take the consequences of theit 
wickedness;—ihe difficulty of making 
amends must not deter them from trying 
to do it, and if they are at a loss to know 
how themselves, they must take the advice 
of sensible and honest friends. 


In some cases, perhaps, this restitution 


may greatly diminish what we might leave 


to 


e i ea a. 


r 


LY mg }20w[F QY R309 ww 


„ 489A, 


8 


3 2 B 


Os thi Des of the Sick 


to our children, hat then ! ir-would'be # 
better that my son should beg his -bread 
from door to door, than that he should live 


XIX. 
WYNg 


in the greatest affluence on the fruits of his 
father's dishonesty. The blessing of a just 


God cannot be expected on what has been 


unlawfully acquired; he himself has told 
w, that he visits the iniquities of the pa- 


rents on the children, and more particu- 
larly, perhaps, where they have been en- 


riched by their parents crimes. In other 
cases the restitution may be impossible to 
be made, since what has been unjustly ac- 
quired is very often either dissipated in 


extravagance, or taken from us by God's 


withdrawing his protection from our con- 


cerns; when this happens, it is our duty 


to feel and to express sorrow and contri- 


=, ad: to. make all-due acknowiedge- 


ments to the parties injured. 
Next to the payment of our debts,” and 


en of what- we wrongfully poute, 
follows 


# 
* * 
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SERM> follows the disposal af the remainder of on 
. tine. 


And here permit me n 
all chose Who have any worklly goods ty 


dispose of, not to drive off making tber 
wills to the last, but to do what they knoy 


to be 30 necessary, in the time of heat 
and strength, when their memory is in. 
impaired, and their judgment strong and 
sound. It may be, they know it may be, that 
the dead, and in what a distressed condi- 
tion, may they then leave those who are the 
nearest and dearest to them! But suppos- 
ing that they should have some warning 


allowed them, the hour of sickness is not 


à proper hour for business of this kind; 


the terrors and wearisomeness, the pain, 


the anxiety, which that period usual) 
brings with. it, will find us sufficient em- 


ployment. Besides, who knows but their 
Aacultics may be so weakened as to render 


them 
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them incapable of determining what dis- En. 
posal is right for them to make; those who | ZI | 


are the most proper and the most able to 


advise them may be absent at the time, or 
may be artfully kept out of the way, and 
they may be prevailed upon to do what jus- 
tice and their own feelings (in their right 
judgments) would equally condemn. If, 
however, they should have omitted this 
necessary settlement of their affairs before, 
they must hasten to make up for it then, 
and to do what they can. Should they have 
any reason to suspect that the shock of dis- 
eue has unsettled their understandings, 
they will do well to consult with some dis- 
interested advisers, and not to trust en- 
tirely to themselves, much less to those 
who ate interested to mislead them. It is 
not practicable to give any general counsel 
on the manner in which your worldly sub- 
tance should be disposed of.— particular 
circumstances preclude any rules from 
4 reach- 
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 SERM. reaching all cases: it is, however, 'obvicix 


IX. | . : 
that those who are by blood and nature al. 


lied to us, those to whom we have design- 
edly given expectations of profiting by us 
and those with whom we have lived in mu- 
tual returns of kindness and friendship, 
have the fairest claims on our favour.— 
Where we have children, perhaps, there i; 
scarcely any thing which should exclude 
them. It may be observed further, that 
neither fanciful partiality nor resentment 
Should be allowed to prevail to any cons- 
derable degree, It is high time when ve 
are leaving the world, to eradicate all thox 
passions which have not a sound founds- 


tion; not what it would please us to do, 


but what justice and propriety demand 
from us, should regulate and govern our 
proceeding. T hey whose fortunes will al- 
low it, after they have taken care of their 


_ . own families, and have considered those 


. who have reasonable expectations on them, 
„ We; will 
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will do well, according to their circum- $ERM.. 


XIX. 
stances, to remember the poor: any be- 


quests to public charities are peculiarly 
useful; but it is neither our duty, nor is 
it, I think, justifiable, to do this to the ma- 
terial injury of any very near connexions: 
we must be aware also how we think to 
atone, by profusion of charity at our deaths, 
ſor the neglect of it during our lives: the 
mallest sums taken from our own wants, 
while we are well, and able ourselves to 
enjoy them, and applied regularly to the 
relief of the distressed, carry with them 
infinitely more merit than thousands be- 
Stowed in the same way at our deaths. 
Another duty, which I mentioned as ex- 
pected from the sick, is to ask pardon and 
to make all the atonement in their power, 
to those whom they know that they have 
ured. This, as at all times it is incum- 
bent on us, is doubtless more peculiarly 30 
a the approach of death, and under appre - 
hensions 
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$ERM, hensions of the day of judgment. The 


last opportunity of doing what, perhaps, 
ought. to have been done long ago, is ar- 
rived : if, therefore, we have defrauded our 


neighbour,. as I have beſbre 8aid, we must 
make restitution; if we have hurt his da- 


racter by our calumnies, we must reeant 
what we have advanced to his prejudice; if 
we have been injurious to him in any othe 
respect, have oppressed, harrassed, or in- 


zulted him, we must sincerely ask his for- 


giveness, and seek with him a thorough *. 
ing to appease those whom we have injurd, 
we must, in our turn, be ready to padus 
those who have injured us: to retain our r- 
zentment at such a time, would be to che- 
nsh 2 temper of mind very unfit for tht 
place, to which we are ta hope we are going 
Ie is right likewise not only to subdbe d 
anger in our own minds, but to give some 
outward token of it either to the parti 
. | | them- 
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be impracticable or inconvenient, to these 
who may be around us at the time. her 
duties are required from. us when we are 
sick, which respect to our fellow-creature, and 
which, though they de not come precisely 
under the head of justice, are scarcely less 
important, such as kindness and consider- 
ation for those who attend upon us in our 
_ and seasomable- advice adapted: to 

ir particular- Situations, and drawn from 
ours. It is more peculiarly necessary to 
press the first of these, because sickness is 
too apt to be accompanied with pee vishness 
and impatience, to cause us to imagine 
things amiss beyond what they rrally are, 
and to make us expect from our friends 
mare care, skill, . than they 
ve capable of exerting. 

This is a propensity which it is our duty: 
to do our best to overcome, and that for 
rarious reasons; in the first place, it in- 

ereases 


* 


themselves, who have offended us, or if that sur. 


XIX. 
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SERM-, creases our own sufferings, which patience 
aud resignation would greatly, mitigate ; and 
© © ""$econdly, it is very unjust to our friends, to 

whose cares we qught to remember we are 

so much obliged; who go through 80 fi- 

tiguing and disagrecable an office on gur 

account, and whom our frowardness is yery 

unlikely to make more diligent in their 

attendance, but will, most probably, dis- 
courage and abate ther zeal in our service. 

. Seasonable advice to those around us, in 

. our dying hours, drawn from our own si- 
tuation, and adapted to theirs, is, as I ob- 

served, a duty particularly incumbent a 

p us. The time is awful, and the hearts of 

| | the dying person's friends are commonly 

deeply touched, and open to any impres- 
sion, which, in his last words, he may wish 
to make upon them: this is an opportu- 
nity which ought not to be neglected; he 
ought to represent to them what will, ful 
| | Surely, be his own feelings, the vanity and 
| 7 empt- 


or the Duties of 'the Sick, 305 


emptiness of all earthly concerns, the Title s E KNA. 
pleaure with which he now looks beck o 212+, 


any worldly acquirements which- he may 
have made, on- any worldly accomplish- 
ments which he may have possessed) the 
recollection of having been regular anck 
constant in the performance of his duty 
towards God just and charitable according 
to his means, in his behaviour towards his 
ſellow· creatures and ober, chatte, and 
temperate,” in his own personal conduct. 
he vill assure them, are now his only com- 
forts on the other hand, if unhappily he 
has not this to say, he may tell them, for 
he will full certainly experience it, of the 
emorze which he feels for the sins of 
whic he has» been . guilty; and ſor the va- 
nous virtues: which» he has omitted and 
how very different a course of ' life he will! 
purzue in future; if it should please God 
w restore him” to health. Let him not 
ſar to declare this resolution, from the 
Vol. I. We * appre- 
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ame apprehension that if he recovers he hal 
(x disgrace himself by not adhering to it, 


since he cannot but know how deeply he is 
interested in it; and perhaps the having 
openly declared his intentions, may be one 
n keeping him u i 0 
his recoyery. | 
- They who are able may say much more 
than what I have recommended, but all 
may say this; all may say, how much ples- 
sure the recollection of their good action 
gives them, and how much concern and 
terror the remembrance of their . vices; 
all may recommend the former, and ear. 
nestly conjure those who are around them 
to avoid the latter. The good may thw 
confirm the virtuous impression vhich 
their lives have made on their friends 
by this counsel at their deaths; and the 
wicked may in some meazure (at least i! 
is all which they can do) weaken the bad 
effects of the past vicigus example vic 


n 
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they have set. I should now proceed to SEN. 
point out those duties of the dying perzon, Ir. 
which have for their object God and the 
salvation of his own soul; but this I must 
reserve for a future opportunity. 
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SERM. souls. The duties which relate to our 
kes creatures I have already laid before 
you; to those due from us to God, and 
which have for their object the salyation 
of our souls;” 1"shall (bag! Fpilt-attention 1 

present. | 

The first of chest Sich f bal mention is 
patience. This * the more neces- 
ary for us to practise, inasmuch as with 
out it we shall be totally unable to prac- 
tise any other. Turbulence or despond- 
ency under our pains and danger wil 
"equally unfit us either for performing, ar 
even perceiving, what we ought to da. 
To be resigned to our afffictions, be they 
vf what kind they may, is Icke wise the er: 
| press command of God, and that in ud 
a multitude of places in the scripture, tha 
it is not necessary to mention them: u 
- conformity. with this command, all de 
most eminent personages whose history i 
recorded in the word . writings were r 
mark- 
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markably distinguished hy their i 
mission to the evils which: befel tham. You 
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8 the numberiess, heavy calami» 


ties which were experienced by Job; h 


yere his sentiments under them ?—** The 


« Lord hath given; and the Lord hath taken 


« away; blessed be the natne of the Lord l 


And when to the other evils, o with: which 


he was oppres&d, the most loathsome and 
be support himself under it! The recol- 
MA eee — 
his present — exeited 15 aMiction. 


* Shall we receive good (exclaimed he) at 


the hands of God, and shall we not re- | 


© ceive.evil?! You have not forget the 
resigned answer of Eli to the prophetie 
threatnings. of Samuel It is the Lord, 
let him do what seemeth him good.” 


ing is from God, us it, should reconcile us 
X 4 o 
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— afſlictions, loss n 
reputation, fmends e also Should it re- 


| nn ee 


concile us to the loss uf thealth, and to the 
appercntly' approaching loss of life, no 
only when it pleases God ta deprive us of 
our substance, to cross us in our hopes and 
expectations, and to Snatch . from us our 


nearest .connexions ; but when, in language 


bf. setipture, he puts farth his hand, : and 


touches our bone and our fiesh, 1d 


<< threatens to take from us that breath 
te. which, he beste wed, even then ought we 
to bend submissively to his decrees. -» 
But patience under the pains of  4icknes 
is not only our "duty, it is our interest 
alao, and that - both wich regard to this 


world and the next. To fret, to repine, 


to give encouragement either to peevith- 
ness or despondency, will greatly increae 
and mare particularly--sickness ; while, by 


ale. 


— 


8. 3 8 g. & - a a. & = © i= mz. © 


On th Dan of the Sith. 


likewise,  with"-a view to our condition in 
de next word: Whatever evils” befall u 


Ia, -7 


che, is Self- anlehnt. This FR required 
of us at certain season dung the whole 
course of bur lives, but it is more pirti- 
ahi our dury, "when the last” opportunity 
of making our peace with God is apparently 
atived; then, especially, it dehoves us to 
arch what sort of persons we are, and 
what is our chance of eternal salvation.— 
This self- examination is made by compar- 
ing our conduct with the rule of our duty; 
by asking ourselves, whether we have been 
lubitually pious towards God 2. whether we 
8 have 


alleviate it, and thut not only in "idea, but sx. 
in reality. It is our interest to be patient, X. 
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' SERM. have offered our prayers and thanksgivings 
r him regularly at his house, on his own 


ins upon our heads. 


© peculiar, day? and whether we have. been 
constant. in the, performance of, the same 
pious offices, morning e, at ou 
own homes? l 
We must inquire Iles, ether, v. me 
ave behaved to our fellow-creatures as ye 
could reasonably , expect that they should 
behave towards us; whether. we bare been 


just, charitable, gentle, forgiving. This 


dell. examination may to too many be 
melancholy. task; but this aught; to be 
Strong, argument with us not to act wrong 
in health, for if we do, we must tale the con 


| zequences; and it is better for us to feel the 


most bitter remorse, and to undergo the most 
alarming terrors in this world, while they may 


possibly be the means of bettering our con- 


dition hereafter, than to stifle all thought and 
reflection, and die ona: all our e 
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For the reason why this self- examination gx NN 
is requisite is, that it is an introduction to XX. 


the practice of two other duties, conſession 
and repentance. By conſession is meant, 
the former, in some cases, where the of- 
fender. is in doubt what sort of atonement 
be ought to make, may be necessary for 
him ia;-order to receive spiritual advice 
and consolation; but however this may be, 
conſession of our] sins to God, as at all 
times, so. especially at the approach of 
death, is indispensable; it is indispensable 
in order to our repenting and obtaining 
forgiveness;; if we do not on that we 
have been guilty, how can we express sor- 
row for our sins, or intreat God to pardon 
WI. 55 er us Steen 40 

After confession follows repentance;— 
this is made up of sorrow that we have of- 
lended God, and endangered our on souls, 
and a firm purpose to reform our lives, if 

; it 
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On the Da of db Nl 
it Snould please che Almighey 18 proting 
chem. Let not, however, any Une Ritter 
Famself that the practice of these on ts 
deach- bed will awail hin, if he Hoe in 'the 
constant neglect öf chem bete; 1 9. 
mach ſear thüt it will not; Roweverz it ü 
al "Hit is Feft for Rin—fte mit do "Whit 
he cin; proper behavior dt this vil pe. 
nod will probably better His Situation, al 
cannot malte it worde; but wear 1 wen 


bs; that it would be the height of 'folly and 


presumption to trust to it entively. © 

The repentinee esereized dt our litt 
end, "ought only tö be the more solem 
completion of what we have lived in the 
cbnstünt habit of Before. Entfenty for 
God's pardon and acceptance, is tõ follow 


this confession and repentance ; and this 
ve are to offer vp, not trusting in any 
' Ancied merit of our on, not confiding 
in our tears und supplications, but in the 
merey of God, and in the merits and me- 
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therefore more highly incumbent on them 
to dedicate, a great portion of their time to, 
religious meditations and religious employ- 
ments; 1 do not say that they, are to use 
them to auch 2 degree as, to bring them 
ales into apy farther danger, by —— 
ing themselyes into a state of melancholy. 
er dexpair, bye that in general, particularly; 
in long illnesses, the above employment of. 
their time I be a o1 Source; of the grrategt. 
comfort and satisfaction. And here let: me 


cauion those, whom illness prevents, fo. 
ay considerable time from 1_cngaging in the; 


duties of active fte n not. tog . to, as. 


best for ws; in 4 — state it. plates. 
kim to place us, that is our, trialz, its 40 
cording to our, behaviour in that. state that 
ve shall be rewarded or punished. by him; 
fom thoze 69. whom, he gives health and. 


strength 
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diation of Jesus Christ. The sick, are IE ha 
i from the duties of active life, and it. bd 


W. from these whom be visits with dizea, 


On the Duties of the Srl. 


_ confines to the chamber of dickes 
Separate merits, 5 the sick may desert 
25 much of God as the well. Let not then 
the sick complain that they are cus of 
from the means of doing good; they have 


no reason; their example may be prodyc. | 


tive of the greatest good; their patience, 
their piety, their | reliance on the divine 
goodnes, may be more highly beneficl 
e n n than che grears 
Fs e eee ee wb 
der what we are actually suffering; but it 
oder roo raced 
done of what! you imagine that you way 
ur. This neceggary, becae there 
| are persons who think” they could zuppon 
r _ with tolerable fortitude, 
. but 


1 8 


FEST FSK 5 2 


'J3 RR =» al * 2 W 


519. 


1 who at times sink under the idea ofs EAM. 


the greater sufferings, which they suspect 
still to await them, Surely chis is dis- 
quieting themselves in vain ;; all cheir me- 
lancholy terrors cannot avert the decrees 
of the Almighty; and in the mean time 
the despondency to which they give way id 


XX. 


in itself criminal, as it implies a+ distrust 


of God, and it like wise greatly aggravates 
—— 
fience. - © Sufficient for the day is the evil 
thereof. Let them bear as well as they 
can, what God at present inflicts, and let 


them trust to his goodness to support them 


ander the sorrows which may remain. If 
ber have that aich, and use chat auppli- 
cation which they ought, they may be sure 
tar be will do 20. Besides, we in general 
bear afflictions much better than we ex- 
pect; they are not always 80 terrible as 
they appear to be at a distance. As to the 

pang 
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On the Die of the Sick; 
pang of death. itself, the separation of the 


think it exceeds: in poignancy what the . 
nerality have: more than once - undergone 
in the course of their lives. There are 
many persons Who, when they approach to 
errors, as to be unable to make any exer- 
tions, either temporal or spiritual. But 


this is very wrong, and what wr ought to 


dae may possibly nat be s bad as What 
the weakness of. mind! which frequently 


accompanies. wealkness of; body represents 


it much worse. It is: indeed az fearful thing 


is. H we: have only to charge ourselves 
with common, failings; we may. reasonably 
hope: that: this is the case 3. but at any rate, 
to suffer ourselyes to be 50 frightened 25 
to be unable to attend to any of the offices 
our cage- better, and will pnobably: make 
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On the Duties of the Sick, 
for the guilty to fall into the bands af the 
living God; but while there is life there is 
generally hope ; and proper behaviour, with 
cover, may induce God to try us a little 
time longer, or to accept our repentance, 
if we die; whereas doing nothing at all 
must in every light be hurtful to us. As 
it is appointed to all men once to die, those 
who have reached any advanced period of 
life cannot, Even with the appearance of 
reaon, complain when they are called on 
to partake of the common lot; but the re- 
hoetnnce of che young to quit the world 
seems at first sight more allowable,” and 
there are others besides themselves who 
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zould be remembered, that as God gave, 
50 he has a right at any time to take away; 
that we exist a moment, is owing to his 
goodness, and therefore there can be no 
ground for murmurs when he decrees that 
Vou, I, > 4 we 
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SEIN. 
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hastily term their sentence hard. But it 


322 On the Duties of the Sick. | 
SERM. we shall live no longer. Besides, we are 
Wm fully apprized of the uncertainty of our p 
| conitinuance here; how very small a por. | 
tion of the human species, comparatively, t 
lives to be old; and to how much smaller t 
2 portion can their length of days be called N 
a blessing. Too many have reason to wish, m 
either from crimes into which they fil, a 
or misfortunes which they undergo, that mi 
it had pleased God to take them to himsl the 
in their prime. If the dying person be nol 
unfit ſor a change, it is his own fault; he we 
Nc 
He. 
call 
of 


must endeavour to do what he can, and 


others must take warning by him; but if 
he be prepared, how happy is his case 
te speedily, perhaps, is he taken away, lest 
er wiekedness should alter his understand- 
te ing, or deceit beguile his soul.“ Such 
are the virtues which we should practise, 
and such the sentiments which we should 
entertain in the hour of sickness. J do not, 


however, Feet to have exhausted the 
sub- 
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' On the Duties of the Sick. 


subject; much more might be said on 15 83m, | 
and when you come to the last scenes of this XX. 
A 


life, much more may be necessary for you 
to know and to practise: you will do well, 
therefore, to consult on that awful occasion 
with your prudent and sincere friends, and 
more particularly with your minister. It- is 
cearly his duty, and I should hope that in 
most cases it will be his pleasure, to be of all 
the assistance to you in his power. We would 
not intrude ourselves upon any one; but when 
we are actuated by feelings suitable to our 
cred office, we cannot but experience the 
greatest satisfaction in having our assistance 
called for, and in enjoying the opportunity 
of smoothing the bed of sickness, and pre- 
paring, to the best of our abilities, the dying 
person to stand before his judge. 

I hall conclude with earnestly requesting 
you frequently to place before your minds the 
Slemn period, concerning which I have been 
dscoursing; a period, to which we are all 


Y 2 hastily 


SERM. * approaching, and at which' some of 


W Suck meditations, frequently repeated, wil 


On the Duties of the Sick. | 


us, most probably, Shall very soon arrive. 


be the most powerful motiyes with us 80 to 
conduct ourselves, as can alone give us forti 
rude to support the bodily pains to which we 
may be doomed, and alone enable us to meet 
our dissolution undisturbed by anguish and 
terror, and inspire us with a decent conf- 
dence to stand before our judge, and afford 
us a well-grounded expectation of reveinng 
a fayourable sentence, 
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SERMON XXI. 


OF CASTING YOUR CARE UPON GOD, 


1 PzTzR v. 7. 


Catting all your care upon him, for he careth 
for you. 

To cax their care upon God, is otic of the $ER.Ms 
duties which the Apostle enjoins his disci- — 
ples, towards the conclusion of this epistle; 
and he persuades them to the observation 
of the injunction by the strongest of all 
arguments—* for God careth for you. 
| * the following discourse, 1 shall ex- 
plain what is meant by casting your care 

1 3 upon 
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Of casting your Care upon God. 


SERM. upon God; Secondly, what you are to un- 


XXI. 
WY JV 


* 


derstand by God's caring for you; and, 
lastly, I shall endeavour to shew the force 
which there is in God's caring for you, to 
induce you to cast your care upon him. 

No command can be 80 plainly given 
but that some will mistake it; and there 
have been persons who have imagined that, 
by being ordered to cast their care upon 
God, as meant that they should take no 
care or trouble, themselves, of any kind— 
that they should be altogether idle — and 
not in any shape concern themselves with 
earthly affairs; — but this is both contrary 
to reason and to many express commands 
of scripture: — it is contrary to reason, to 
suppose that we should be sent into this 
world and be required to pay no attention 


to its concerns—it is contrary also to rea- 


son to suppose that 0 many faculties, 50 


many talents, $0 many passions, so much 
; ability to be useful to our fellow-creatures, 
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Of casting your Care upon God. 


Should have been bestowed on us to nos ERM. 
end and it is contrary to many express | 


commands of scripture, by which we are 
enjoined to provide for ourselves and our 
families, and to be industrious, that we 
may have it in our power to be charitable ; 
neither of which can be done without some 
sort of care. God expects from us ex- 
ertions of this kind, and has made it a part 
of our duty to use them; but the care 
which the text commands us to part from, 
is that over solicitude, that anxiety about 
the things of this world, which entirely 
absorbs our attention and takes it off from 
the things of the next—this the apostle 
exhorts us to banish, and to leave the 
object of it to the providence of God. We 
may, with propriety, do all we innocently 
can, to procure the good and avoid the 
evil of this life: but when we have done 
all, we must leave the event to heaven, 
and not disquiet and torment ourselves 

A & about 
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Of casting your Care upon Cal. | 
SERM. about it. The nature and meaning of the | 


command of © casting our care upon God,” 
being thus shortly explained, the argument 
by which we are persuaded to obey it, fol. 
lows—< for he careth for you.“ God ob- 
serves, minutely, the affairs of men, and 
orders them for the best; we ought, there. 
fore, to leave our concerns in his hands, 
and to rest contented with his disposal of 

If you allow that there is a God, and 
that he made the world, I think it will fol- 
low, of course, that he governs it; for is 
it credible that a being who has been at the 
pains of raising such a magnificent struc- 
ture, who has furnished it with such an 
infinite variety of creatures so admirably 
zuited to the use and service of each other, 
should, as soon as he had finished it, en- 
tirely desert his own work: —is it not rather 
to be concluded that he still continues to su- 
perintend it, that he still continues to per- 

f 6 f vade 


„„ /// / 


Of casting your Care upon God. 


rade and attend to what he has formed, and SERM. 
particularly to that noblest part of it, man! XI. 


Such was always the opinion of the best 
and wisest of the heathens before the times 
of Christianityz they not only believed 
that there was an all-powerful being, who 
created all things, but that he also perpe- 
wally had an eye to and directed them; 
and though perhaps some of them. thought 
that this his providence was confined to 
considerable affairs, while those of less im- 
portance were leſt to their natural course, 
yet with us Christians the matter is other 
vice; we are assured by scripture, in many 
places, that not even the most inconsider- 
able thing happens without his agency or 
permission; that his observation and in- 
terference are not partial and confined, but 
universal, and over all his works. We are 
told that God's providence extends to ob- 
jects the least and most inconsiderable,=- 
* to the grass of the field, which to-day 
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Of casting your Care upon God. 


SERM. © is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven; 


XXI. « to the fowls of the air, even to the par- 


ce rows, two of which are sold for a far- 
cc thing, and yet not one of them falleth 
e to the ground without God.” And if 
this be the case in these small instances, 
how much more is it likely to be 80 in 
that of man, who was created after God's 
own image, and a little lower than the 
angels; of man, to whom dominion over 
the whole creation was allotted ; of man, 
for whose instruction the Son of God de- 
scended. upon earth, and for whose salyva- 
tion he submitted to a cruel and ignomi- 
nious death on the cross. To the conduct 
and affairs of a creature thus highly. bor, 
thus nobly allied, and thus greatly favoured, 
God, does certainly attend most minutely; 
all his thoughts, words and actions, are 
exactly noted, all his concerns are ob- 
served, © even the very hairs of his head 
| « are numbered.” Nor is God merely an 
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Of casting your Care upon God. 


indifferent spectator of the events of hu- SE RM. 
man life, but as occasion demands, he is XI. 


likewise an active disposer of them; he not 
only sees what is transacting, but, as he 
thinks proper, interferes also : he frequently 
baffles the best contrived- schemes of human 
visdom, where the mind of him, who laid 
them, proud and self-conceited, thinks it 
impossible that the issue should be differ- 
ent from what he had designed and ex- 
pected; while, on the other hand, he oſten 
blesses the endeavours of the humble and 
the ignorant, —of those who rely not on 
their own abilities, but commit themselves 
to his protection, with unlooked-for and 
apparently impossible successes. 

Men doubt of the universal observation 
of God, because they are apt to measure 
the divine faculties by their own: they 
find how hard it is for themselves to at- 
end to more than one thing at a time, 
and therefore they are with difficulty per- 

| Suaded 
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— Care apo God 
SERM.suaded that any other being can attend to 


such an infinite number; but this arises 
from their narrow and contracted notion 
of the divine perfections: they forget that 
God made the world, that he still su- 
Stains it, and that if he were to withdray 
his support, all would again be reduced to 
nothing : they forget that his wisdom and 
power are without bounds, and that be 
consequently can observe and direct ever 
thing without the smallest degree of trou- 
ble and disquiet, 

But even-of those who allow the univer- 
sal attention of God to what passes here 
below, there are some, perhaps, who doubt 


of his interference, because they see many 


disorders in the world, and meet with many 
occurrences which they think hard to be 
reconciled with the government of an al. 
good and all-powerful ruler; because i 
often goes well with the wicked, while the 
righteous are in trouble and affliction 
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But this is no argument, or at least it is SERNM. 
easily answered; this life is a state 1 
trial, it is but as a moment in comparison 
with the eternity which is to follow; what, 
if virtue do suffer here for a few fleeting 
years, and vice appear triumphant ! there 
s a day coming when this seeming incon- 
enen will be fully rectified, when the 
providence of God will appear, and his jus- 
tice be vindicated in the sight of men and 
of angels, when no one shall have reason, 
either to glory in the wickedness which he 
has committed, or to complain of the ca- 
lmities which he has undergone. Nay, 
even in this life, the apparent prosperity 
which is enjoyed by the vicious is often 
either the cause or the forerunner of their 
future misery or destruction; while the 
deen to labour, frequently produce in their 
effects honour and happiness. Elevated 
mes the situation, and many were the cir- 
cumstances 


| 
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SERM, cumstances which conspired together to 
XXI. the felicity of the Amalekite Haman; yet, 


amidst all his good fortune, as he himgelf 
has confessed, he was miserable: yet did 
all his grandeur only serve to expose and 


conduct him to an ignominious and de- 


served . other hand, it was 


through many hardships and much anguich 


that the virtuous Joseph was raised to 
greatness and to power: those who judged 
hastily might have concluded him * strick- 
en, smitten of God, and afflicted,” and that 
his rise from some situations of his. life 
was impossible; yet were these suffering; 
and this depression in the hands of him 


who maketh all things to work together 


for good to them who love him, but $0 


many steps in his ascent, but so many 


causes of his subsequent glory: they con- 
ducted him to a station, in which he ruled 
with honour, and saved from famine a 


great kingdom, and had the inestimable 
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satisfaction, also, to be the preserver of his SERM. 
own family. These are two instances, out XXI. 


of a thousand which might be brought, 
of the deceitfulness of outward appear- 
ances; they may serve to teach us not 
always to judge those happy or miserable, 
who appear so to human eyes. But it is 
not on what occurs in this world that I 
ret my cause; it is on that future day of 
retribution, when the inequalities of this 
present life will certainly be all redressed. 
From what has been said, I should hope 
that the providence of God will readily be 
allowed, or, in, other words, that it will 
appear evident that © he careth for us.” — 
We will now see, lastly, of what force this 
consideration is, to persuade us to obey 
the precept of the text to cast our care 

upon him.“ * 
Those who have observed that their best 
lad schemes have been disconcerted, that 
vbere they haye had the greatest reason 
to 
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Of calling your Cure upon Cod. 
sERM. to flatter themselves "with success, they 


have reaped nothing but disappointment; 
if they had any friend, who was great 
their superior in wisdom and in power, and 
who at the same time had their interest 
as much at heart as themselves, surch 
they would apply chemselves to him, and 
would rejoice highly if they could prey 
upon him to undertake the management 
of their concerns. Such a friend is God; 
he sees at one view what is most for our 
good; he is able to bring it about without 
the smallest exertion, and he loves u 
so entirely, that if we do but endeavour 
to deserve it, we may be assured that be 
will bring it about. Who would not be 
contented and joyful, when he recollect 


that his affairs are under the protection 
of infinite wisdom and power, in conjunc- 


tion with infinite love and goodness! Who 
would not rest satisfied with whatever ca- 
| | bers 


Of AE Gd. 337 
bers that they are inflicted or permitted by 8ERMt. 
one, who (ir they ate parienitly submitted. XI. 
to) will vver-=rule them to à muck greater 
od. The consideration, therefore, of the 
providence of God, ought not only to ba- 
nish our anxiety about future events, but 
lkewise to console and support us under 
the pressure of actual affſiction. It was this 
consideration which silenced David, when 
the bitterness of his sorrows almost tempted 
him to repine:—“ I held my peace, and 
* spake not a word; because thou, Lord, 
a Jidst it.“ It was this consideration which 
produced the pious submission of Eli to 
the prophetic threatenings of Samuel. 
© It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth 
© him good.“ It was this consideration 
which sustained the courage of Job under 
ill more heavy calamities, and enabled 
tim to cry out in the midst of anguish 
(apparently too exquisite for humanity to 
wpport)— The Lord hath given, and the 
. 2 Lord 
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SERM. © Lord hath taken away; blessed by the 
A. „ name of the Lord.” We cannot see th 
works of God from the beginning to the 

end, and therefore. sometimes hastily coo- 
demn; but when the veil of human fle 


Shall be removed, when we shall be ac- 


quainted with the whole design of provi 


dence, and shall have penetrated to the 
last issue and result of all things, hov 
shall we admire their wondrous beauty 
and proportion! The time will cone 
when the judgment of God will break 
forth as the light, and his righteousnes 


| as the noon-day; when those apparent it. 
regularities, which are to the ignorant 
stumbling-blocks, and to the wise foolih 
ness, shall stand confessed, both by angels 
and men, to be worthy parts of that s. 
pendous plan which was concerted by infinite 
wisdom and goodness, and carried into ext. 
cution by infinite power. | 
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Let us be persuaded then, to banish all 8&RM. 


a 


painful anxiety as to what may happen, 
ul immoderate sorrow as to what; has hap- 
pened: let us not disquiet ourselves in 
vain: all our solicitude, all our impatience, 
will be to no purpose; a greater power 
than we can control, orders our concerns 
for our good, if we deserve his favour; 
and if we do not, it is not. by discontents 
and murmurs that we can hope to increase 
our merits. We may lawfully, it is our 
duty, to use our best endeavours to pro- 
cure the good, and avoid the evil of life; 
uch endeavours are the ordinary means 
by which all happiness is to be sought: 
but after having thus exerted ourselves, 
we Should throw off all uneasiness as to 
the event; we should leave that to God, 
nd if it pleaseth him to order it contrary 
o our wishes, we should patiently and 
cheerfully acquiesce in his determinations, 
well assured that the disappointments and 
4 afflic- 
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